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Ricard: Scheckter sets pace but ata wins 
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Winners and losers 


The immediate impression when news became known 
of the late cancellation of the Zandvoort Formula 5000 
Championship scheduled for last Sunday was that the 
World Championship race there later this month would 
be placed in jeopardy. As it turns out, the very reverse 
is the case. The Dutch Grand Prix will go ahead as 
arranged on July 29, which for the majority of people 
is good news. But the guarantee, and events which led 
up to it, have widened the gap between the CSI Safety 
Committee and the other users of the Dutch track. 

When the CSI made their safety inspection of the 
track on July 24 they were generally pleased with the 
work that had been carried out. They ordered a few 
changes, such as repositioning of metal barriers to 
create greater run-off areas, but they were really 
worried about the recently laid new track surface. 
Mindful of the Zolder farce a few weeks ago, and the 
consequent loss of face among all motor racing fol- 
lowers, the Safety Committee ruled that the Grand Prix 
could only take place if all meetings between then and 
the big event were cancelled. That killed off the F5000 
race, a motorcycle event and a club meeting, all of which 
it was feared would break up the track surface. 

If the Formula 1 entrants have gained, many other 
people have lost out. First, it has deprived the Rothmans 
Championship competitors of another opportunity to 
race in Europe, and the championship is, after all, a 
European one. More important, it has deprived them 
of gaining any financial returns on their commitments 
although it is hoped replacement races for this and the 
scrubbed Misano event take place later this year. 
The late Zandvoort cancellation was also deplored by 
the people who look after the interests of Guy Edwards 
and Chris Craft. These two were committed to the F5000 
championship event, and had to forgo the lucrative 
temptations that were being offered for the Vila Real 
2-litre sports car race. 

In the overall spectrum of motor sport, perhaps not 
important examples. But they do add fuel to the con- 
siderable discontent that ‘already exists between 
“them " and “us.” “Them” are the CSI and the all- 
powerful safety lobby of the GPDA and “us are repre- 
sented by everyone else, from the Formula 1200 driver 
who resents the erection of metal safety barriers on 
club circuits such as Lydden to the professional 2-litre 
and F5000 driver who has been pushed around by the 
F1 people's politicking. 

If a lesson is to be learned from this unhappy affair, 
it is that a minimum cancellation time—probably of one 
month—is required by both competitors and the paying 
public. There will of course be certain unpredictable 
occasions when a meeting has to be called off at the last 
moment, but instances such as Zandvoort are becoming 
far too prevalent. 


Ronnie Peterson in the JPS, the Tyrrell of Jackie Stewart and the rest 
‘at Paul Ricard lost Sunday. See page 16 for the start of our full story. 


‘Proto Puinee Puotograahe 


Driver Chris Amon and man- 
ager David Yorke and designer 
Gordon Fowell all arrived bright 
‘and early for Friday practice at 
Ricard, looking for their Tecno 
to drive, But in vain, In fact, 
they learned, it had never left 
Bologna, 


Pit and Paddock 
Amon and Tecno discord 


This would seem to be the 
last. log in the fire under a 
bubbling pot of dissension in the 
Pederzani works. Apparently it 
involves. money, Tecno wanting 
more of it from major sponsor 
Martini Rossi before they 
will allow the new Anglo-Italian 


The latest Goral-built Tecno seen for the first time, alongside the Tecno 


that’s already appeared 
available. 


this season, This is the only photograph 


Goral to race—or even to test 
‘Amon travelled to Bologna a full 
week. Defore practice for the 
French, and found the car com- 
pletely’ ready to go testing, but 
hothing happened. It seems the 
whole day was spent in a shout~ 
Ing match. Clearly, behind the 
financial wrangle, there are 
darker political and personality 
troubles. 


Obviously, says Chris, the 
thing to do Is take over the 
chassis, screw in a Ford, and 
go do some motor racing. The 
Goral does in fact belong to 
Martini, to whom Amon himself 
is contracted, but it is presently 
locked up inside the works. 


“If my contract were with 
Pederzani,” fumed Chris at 
Ricard, “the way he's behaving, 
Td be in another team like & 
shot. But it's a little too late 
In the day to fix something up 
for this weekend.” So he turned 
around and flew Yorke, Fowell 
and himself home. 


Ickx considers move 


Despite rumours that he would 
switch to another team, Jacky 
Tekx says he will finish out the 
season with Ferrari. “I will be 
trying. my hardest for them,” 

ast. weekend at Paul 
but now for the first 
in four years 1 shall be 
Interested to consider offers 
from. other teams about next 


ined relations between 

and the Italian 
factory. revolve mainly around 
the very disappointing perform- 
‘ance of the new B3 Grand Prix 
car. Ferrari say it is because 
Tekx doesn't make himself avail- 
able for testing often enough, 
‘but he replies, “I have this year 
tested with them for a total of 
59 days, which is already four 
more. than last year. They 
thought it was enough last year. 


I cannot live at their factory, 
‘and wake up every morning at 
Seven o'clock to test a racing 
car.” What, then, does he see 
fs the problem about the develop- 
ment of the car? 

“In the factory they have too 
many. different people all want 
Ing to make decisions about what 
to do. You cannot decide things 
like this in that way. 

“They are saying that it is 
not the car that is slow, but me 
that Is slow, Well, T don't think 
50.1 know how I am driving 
and 1 know Tam still driving 
well 

“For four years I have been 
loyal to them, but now I feel 
that they murder me. Yes, 
murder. It is exactly like they 
have pushed a knife into the 
centre of my shoulders.” 


American F5000 


date changes 


‘There is every chance that the 


Mosport. meeting on August 5 
will, be a double header for 
USAC and F500 cars. The 


L & M Championship was due 
to have an event at Dallas In- 
ternational Raceway that day, 
but since the promotors backed 
down, the teams will probably 
Go the $60,000. Mosport event, 
for ‘which 5000 cars will be 
eligible. 


100-mile races will be 
ind there is even the pos- 
y of Roger Penske stuffing 
2 G-litre AMC motor in the Lola 
7330 for Mark Donohue—"to 
give the USAC crowd a look at 
Some tailpipes.” 


edited by lan Phillips 


Surtees to 
make comeback 
at Silverstone ? 


Only just over a. week to go, 
and the line-up for the John 
Player Grand Prix 

is falling into place. All the 
regular and new faces will be 
there, but one or two unsettled 
places remain. 

John Surtees, for | instance, 
has three cars entered. There are 
the two Brooke-Bond/Rob 
Walker TSi4s for Carlos Pai 
and Mike Hailwood, but bel 
run separately is the original 
S14 which was crashed by 
Hallwood at the Race of Cham- 
pions earlier this year. 


But who will drive it? 
“Maybe, just maybe, I will," 
reported Surte 


only if T find 
a lot of work in just 
running the team." Surtees said 
the car has been totally rebuilt 
and will be painted white. But 
he declined to say who would 
drive if he wouldn’ 
to walt and see.” 

‘One interesting trial in the 
Surtees camp will be the use of 
1972 Firestone tyres . . . 
we haven't achieved the times we 


id_last year," commented John, 
‘There Is still _no firm news 
about Frank Williams’ second 


T've got a short list— 
of declared Frank this 
week. Williams wouldn't say who 
that was but is no doubt fully 
aware of the problems that 
fare facing Chris Amon in the 
Martini Tecno team. If the Tecno 
situation doesn't improve, | it 
would be no surprise to find 
‘Amon in the Iso Marlboro. 

@ Alfa Romeo (GB) have an- 
nounced prices and availability 
Of thelr two latest models, the 
‘Alfasud at £1,399 and the Aifetta 
at £2,449. 

@ Volkswagen are introducing a 
100 mph version of their K70. 
Called the K70 LS, the new car 
hhas an 1807 cc engine developing 
100 bhp (DIN), Price of the new 
model is £1789.57. 


Ronnie Peterson takes the chequered flag at Paul Ricard to scori 


his first Grand Prix succt 


Saeenaeit acttore trvee Y 
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New Zealand news 


For the first time in its history 
the New Zealand Grand Prix will 
be held on a Sunday and also 
outside the Auckland area. As 
announced. earlier, the Motor 
Racing Club of Christchurch 
will run the 1974 NZGP in defer 
ence to the fact that Christ- 
church will host the Common 
wealth Games. The race will be 
held on the Wigram aerodrome 
cireuit_on January 20. Because 
the venue is a Royal New Zealand 
Air Force base it will be impos. 
sible to hold more than a day's 
Practice. This will take place on 
the Saturday, but will start early 
in the morning and conclude in 
the early evening. 


Wigram is the fastest circuit 
used in the Tasman Cup series 
and local and overseas’ drivers 
made it quite plain at the Lady 
Wigram Trophy race meeting 
this year that they considered 
the Christchurch ‘circuit should 
be used for the NZGP. However, 
they will probably be not quite 50 
pleased to learn that the opening 
round of the 1974 Tasman series 
will be run at Levin on January 
5 and the Pukekohe | meeting, 
‘once again under Air New Zea 
land patronage, will constitute 


the second round on January 12 
This will mean additional. travel 
with back-trekking to. do. the 
South Island rounds, the last of 
which will be the Teretonga In 
ternational at Invercargill on 
Sunday, January 27, 


Scheckter’s US plan unchanged 


With four American Formula 
5000 Championship wins behind 
him and last’ Sunday's equally 
sensational performance in the 
French Grand Prix, 23-year-old 
Jody Scheckter has his second 
Canam drive in Vasek Polak’s 
Porsche 917-10 turbocharged at 
Road Atlanta this weekend. 
Scheckter was leading his first 
CanAm race at Mosport when a 
tyre burst and put him out of th 

‘The weekend after, Scheckter 
returns for his last European 
Grand Prix this season, at Silver- 
stone when Yardley McLaren will 
be running three M23s. Scheck 


ter’s. other Formula i drives 
this season will come in the 
Canadian and American Grands 


Prix, Naturally, one would expect 
Scheckter to become a regular 
Formula’ 1 team-member with 
McLaren next year, but for this 
season no changes to his 
‘American calendar will be made 
for more than the three planned 
FI races 

At Paul Ricard, Jody won the 


Prix Rouge et’ Blanc” award 
for his outstanding performance: 
this is the second time he has 


been awarded this, for he earned 


it in the other Grand. Prix be 
competed in this season, the 
South African GP. Incidentally 


Scheckter was at the las! 
French GP two years ag 


Ricard 
Then 


Latest on Avon 


Late drama in_ this weekend's 
Avon Motor Tour of | Britain 
rrounds the Ford Consul 3-litre 


GT entries of Vern Schuppan and 
Harold Morley. Group | homolo: 
gation for this model was 
expected on July 1, but 
‘apparently it was not approved 
by the CSI until further 
investigations have taken place 
Either Schuppan and Morley will 
drive different cars or one cannot 

ye how they will be allowed to 


Tour 


Disappointing non-starter is the 
Autoextra, BMW 2002 Til of 
Chris Sclater/Henry Liddon (Ne 
10), which has been withdrawn 
because of lack of sponsorship. 
‘Co-driver for the  Halesfield 
Motors (Telford) Ltd Simea Rallye 
1 driven by. Jenny Birrell (No 
89) will be Alexa Davenport, wife 
of International co-driver John 
Davenport; John will be with 
Frank Gardner in one of the 
Team Datsun Baker Street Dat 
sun Bluebirds on the Tour. 


David Hepworth went well with his BRM at Norisring recently although 
@ good placing was lost when he was sent into the Armco after collid. 


ing with Jost. 
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Jody Scheckter makes his second appearance in the Vasek Polak Porsche 
turbocharged this weekend at Road Atlanta 


he was driving his old Formula 
Ford. Merlyn Mk IIA/17_ in 
which he took third place in the 
European FF Challenge round 
Following the John Player GP, 


Scheckter will be based In 
America and Canada for the next 
three months, competing in L.& 
M Formula 5000, CanAm and the 
North American Grands. Prix 


Elf film 


The Elf people threw a party 
at Bandol during the weekend 

the French GP, a highlight of 
which was a continuous film 


show of the performances of the 
wo EIf GP’ drivers in’ recent 
races. An overhead shot of the 


start_at Monaco drew the most 

ention, for it clearly showed 
Francois’ Cevert’s demon start 
from the second row. When 
viewers pointed out to Ken 
Tyrrell the fact that his second 
driver's passing the front row 


at a good hundred mph proved 
beyond question that he'd 
flagrantly jumped the start, Ken 
chortled, "Yes, he's a good lad! 
‘And what's more, he'll be able 
to do it here as well—they'll 
never penalise him! 


New from Shadow 


‘The second UOP CanAm chai 
was to have arrived at the 
Shadow base in America this 
week. This car has been. built 
from’ the start to accept the 
turbocharged Chevy engine, un: 
like the first version which raced 
at Mosport with a normally- 
aspirated unit. The turbo chass! 
will require another fortnight to 
complete, so its debut should 
be at CanAm round 3 at Watkins 
Glen on July 22. 


© Two works-supported Clan 
Crusaders have been entered for 
the Nurburgring 500. km on 
September 2) The 998 cc cars will 
be driven by Johnnie Blades and 
Mike Gidden. 


Daniel Rouveyran 


Daniel Rouveyran, the former 
French hill climb champion and 
garage proprietor, was killed on 
the Mont-Dore hiliclimb last Sun. 
day when his Fi March left the 
road and hit some rocks 


Rouveyran, 33, began his rac- 
ing career on the hills in 1964, 
but it wasn’t until 1967 that he 
began to gain prominence in an 
Abarth-engined Lotus 23, and 


later an ex-Trintignant Cooper 
1500 with a Pontiac GTO V8 
engine. In these devices, he won 


15" hiilclimbs and decided to 
attack the French hillclimb 
championship with an Abarth 
2000, although despite numerous 
wins, he finished second. to 
Pierre Maublanc. 

However, 1969 was 
successful, campaigning an F2 
Teno and. winning eighteen 


climbs and the championship 
being beaten only by Jean-Pi 

Beltoise at Mont-Dore 

Chamrousse. 


His first year of circuit racing 
was 1970 in a Porsche 907, and 
later in a 2.0 Lola 210 he ‘cam- 
paigned the 2-litre championship 
with the occasional success. A 
notable performance last year 
was second in the Tour de France 
in a Ferrari Daytona with 
Francois Migault, while this year, 
he drove at Le Mans. with 
Christian Ethuin in a 3.0 Lola 
‘but they retired before the 
hour mark. However, this 

Rouveyran's main target 
was the hills again in the March, 
and it was during the Mont-Dore 
climb that he was killed 


Aurosrorr offers its condolen- 
ces to his family and friends 


3 


Pit and Paddock 


Arnott pulls ahead 
in FF Championship 


‘The third round of the European 
Formula Ford championship took 
place at Mainz-Finthrem last 
Weekend, an airfield circuit "20 
miles South of Frankfurt and 
vacated by the resident US Army 
year for racing. 
jospitality from the Americans 
was second to none and beer 
flowed. freely for mechanics 
throughout the hot weekend, The 
circuit consists of a main straight, 
two difficult S-bends followed by 
a hairpin of adverse camber 
Drivers were given just 25 
minutes of practice which they 
did not consider sufficient, but on 
pole position was our very own 
Bob "Arnott (Merlyn) — with 
Gerhard Irsa (Lotus 69) of 
Austria alongside followed by 
Lennart Sundahl (Merlyn) of 
Sweden and Ron Seddle (MRE) 
of the USA. 

From the rolling start, Irsa 
seized the lead, hotly pursued by 
‘Arnott, and on lap 2, heading 
into. the hairpin, Arnott went 
through and. steadily began to 
pull away. Lap nine, however, 
faw Arnott at the hairpin with 
@ temporary loss of gears and 
Irsa closed the gap and went by. 
Moanwhile, behind, some frantic 
racing ensued and some found 


to their cost that the runway 
landing lights made excellent 
Taunching pads for Formula 
Fords. Pato Nunez, for the second 
time found that some Continen- 
tals brake too early and again 
damaged his newly rebuilt Elden, 
Whilst Seddle spun away fifth 
place. 


‘On lap 20, Irsa was back under 
pressure from Arnott and fell 
Victim to one of the landing 
lights which brought about his 
retirement. Arnott thus eased up 
to finish the 30 laps 10 s ahead 
of second place Borgudd of 
Sweden. Sundahl lost second on 
Isp 28 when the crank came up 
for alr, while Peter Finley of 
Australia ina Palliser finished 
sixth after a desperate scrap for 
fourth, which resulted in him 
losing his nose cone and almost 
his radiator. 


The marshalling was almost 
non-existent, but some beautiful 
trophies were presented which 
more than compensated for any 
Organisational flaws. The points 
position is now as follows 
Arnott, 44: Finley, 30; Johanns. 
son (Sweden, Titan), 25; Irsa, 
22; Binder (Austria, Merlyn), 21 
Giihorn (Sweden, Merlyn), 20. 


JPS team at Forum 


John Pl Special driver 
Ronnie Peterson and team mana. 
ger Peter Warr—plus, it is hope 
World Champion Emerson Fitti 
paldi—will be the stars of a 
Special BRSCC forum at the 
Surrey Tavern, Kennington Oval 
London SEli next Tuesday 
evening (July 10), 

‘The evening kicks off at 8pm 
with that first-class film of last 
Year's John Player Grand Prix 
Sjust the thing to get in the 


mood four days before this year's 


event—and the whole thing’s 
solutely free, whether you're 
a. BRSCC member or not 


‘Also on the forum panel will be 
Pierre Aumonier of Silverstone 
Circuits, presumably ready to be 
drawn into the background story 
of the struggle behind this year’s 
Grand Prix” organisation (Peter 
Warr too), and the session will 
be thrown open to questions from 
the floor 


© Contrary to our story In last 
week's issue, DART Racing with 
GRD have made no commitments 
over Formula 3 engine tuners 
for the 1974 season 


@ Giorgio Pianta has left Opel 
Conrero to join the official works 
Fiat Abarth team in a technical 
and organisational capacity 


From America, Paula Murphy— the fastest woman drag racer in the 


world * 


will be competing in three drag events while in th 


UK. She 


has twice been the holder of Land Speed Record for Women, amongst 


r feats. 


Nissan-Datsun enter into British 
Saloon car racing at the Auto- 
motive Products G2 race at the 
John Player Grand Prix Silver- 
Stone meeting on July 14. They 
are running @ works 120A Cherry 
Coupe and a 1200 Sunny two- 
door saloon, with 1298 cc four 
cylinder fuel-injected engines 
producing 130 bhp at 8000 rpm 

The Sunny will be driven by 
Moto. Kitano. or Masahiro 
Hasemi and Alec Poole will drive 
the 120A Cherry, Kitano being 
one of Japan's top drivers whi 
Hasemi has raced in CanAm. 
The team will compete in meet- 
ings at Mallory, Brands and In- 
giiston over the period they are 
fh Britain, looked after by their 
own personnel from Japan. Apa 
from the above-mentioned ci 
the programme also includes 
Gi Sunny and another 120A 
Cherry Coupe in G2 form. 

Incidentally former Motoring 
News journalist, Mike Greasley 
has Joined Datsun UK as com- 
petitions manager at their 
Worthing base. 


JCB Historic 
speculation 


Although there is no official con. 
firmation or denial it would seem 
likely that JCB will pull out of 
sponsoring the Speed Merchants 
Championship for historic cars 
next year. As a promotional exer- 
cise, JCB must be well pleased 
with the results they have had 
in the last 24 years, and there 
fare still four more international 
dates to go this year, includi 
the Grand Prix, the Rothman’s 
Gold Cup and the TT. 
‘Speculation as to possible suc 
cessors has hinted at a well: 
known wine and spirit group 
(the age and quality elements in 
the historic scene carry the right 
image for their business), and a 
Japanese car manufacturer look- 
ing for a new way to associate 
s company with reliability and 
superb durability. Speed | Mer- 
Chants, the organisers of the 
championship, would not com 
‘ment last week when challenged. 
‘One thing's certain, there should 
be no lack of sponsors for what 
must be one of the best sponsor- 
ship deals in motor racing today 
@ After the accident at Croft 
weekend, in which the rear 
end of his March 732 was writ- 
ten off, Singapore's Sonny Rajah 
will. probably retire from racing 
In Europe. A sponsor is required 
‘der to continue. 
@ Michigan—now under Roger 
Penske's ownership—and Edmon- 
ton have swapped CanAm dates. 
Edmonton will now hold its two- 
day event on September 15-16, 
and Michigan takes over its or- 
nal September 29-30 date— 
exactly between the Canadian and 
US Grands Prix 


BRIEFLY . . . 


© Silverstone have erected a 
new pedestrian bridge between 
the old Motor bridge and Copse, 
which affords easier access and 
greater run-off areas at the track 
Side. Also new will be a starting 
gantry on the outside of Wood- 
Cote so that the starter can see 
the grid lined up around the 
corner. 

‘The starting procedure for the 
Fi race will be different. Cars 
will form up on the grid and do 
& pace lap of the whole circuit 
They will then stop on the grid 
once more, ready for the off 


@ The Mantorp Park Formula 2 
race on July 29 is still on, 
pite rumours to the contrary. As 
it is a basic event, it should 
attract most of the ieading con: 
tenders 


© Main interest in this Sunday's 
Norburgring 6 Hours—a round in 
the European Touring Car Cham- 
plonship—will be provided by 
the works German-entered Capri 
shared between Jackie Stewart 
ind Emerson Fittipaldi. The con: 
‘nued BMW versus Ford struggle 
is likely to reach very exciting 
proportions at Nurburgring with 
both German teams playing on 
thelr home ground. Added 
terest comes in the 2-litre cl 
in which Toyota will be rep 
sented by a works two-car team 
of Celica 


© Doug Linton, who for the past 
eight years has been company 
Secretary/sales manager of 
Chevron Cars, has joined Rodney 
Bloor's' Sports Motors (Man- 
chester) Ltd group of com: 
panies as sales manager. In 
Addition to Sports Motor 
Romeo and Lotus franchises, 
extensive sports and exotic car 
market, Doug will be extending 
their interest. in the racing 
field by esi 

sales and spares division. 


© IGD Ltd of Northumberland 
have brought out a new visor, 
which Tony Dean praised after 
Wearing it at Croft last Sunday. 
The new visor is electrically 
heated for use in the rain, but 
Dean was wearing it in sunlight 
at Croft and found the tinted 
visor which is plated with gold, 
extremely effective. The company 
developed a shot-proof visor 
during the last year and this 
is a further development in their 
attempts to produce the best 
possible visor. 


@ David Piper makes a comeback 
to racing this Saturday in Silvé 
stone's Aston Martin Historic 
car race, the 15 lap main attrac: 
tion of the meeting. Piper will 
drive John Pearson's Ferrari 250 
GTO and in the same race Mike 
Salmon will be driving Viscount 
Downe's Aston Martin Project 212. 
Other interesting entries in this 
race are Philip Dowell's Ferrari 
250 LM, Malcolm MacGregor 
Aston Martin DBRI, Paul Kelly’ 
Jaguar XKSS, Brian Joscelyne’s 
Ferrari Dino’ and four Lister- 
Jaguars. 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 5, 1973 


John Player Grand Prix 


Silverstone: 


[DAILY EXPRESS) 


and Prix 
9.00am until 6.00pm with 
wala Atlantic 
lucts Group? 
nons,and JCB Historic Cars 


smonst nitions 
duced prices for children, 


THE BIG HEALEY PEOPLE 
D.S. Motor Engineering Co. 


1-7 CORSICA STREET, HOLLOWAY, 
LONDON, N.7 TEL : 01-226 5821/4 


We offer a comprehensive service for the big 
Healey owner, full workshop facilities for all 
types of work. Comprehensive Healey spares. 
Our stock includes: Road rally cylinder head 
conversions (ready to fit with all new valves, 
guides, etc.) £58.00. 


6 branch exhaust manifolds £30.00. Glassfibre 
and steel panels, badges, body mouldings, etc. 
All engine parts, 14 leaf rear springs, standard 
springs, Koni damper conversions, Standard 
Armstrong dampers, all brake parts, etc, etc. 
S.A.E. for full lists. 
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py the 


7 sed 

ay Bth July 1973. Organi the xe 

3 ssrppseh Racing Club-Surrey Cent 
= ce morning from 


‘ord, Saloons and 


9,00am) 
2,00 pm. (Practi 

First Race—2.00 pr en 

Races for Modified Sports C -ars,Form 

Formula Super Vee 


sclocated about 4 miles west of 


*"A303.Easily accessible by 


Thruxton Cirenitis locates 
Andover, Hampshire.on the (9% he 
Ant rom London,the West County’ 


South Coast and i, 
the right without notic 
The organisersreserve the Fight Wit 


Bake any alterations to the p 


SILVERSTONE saturpay Juty 7TH 
St JOHN HORSFALL TROPHY MEETING and 
Avon Tour of Britain / First Race 14.00 brs 


Two meetings in one. A 14-race programme. 


The nine race St John Horsfall Race Meeting 
with races for Vintage, Venerable (PVT), 
Historic, Post Historic, and Classic Sports & 
GT Cars and Historic Racing Cars. Followed 
by five races in the Avon Motor Tour of 
Britain. 


Admission to Special Trackside Spectator 
Enclosures including Free Grandstand Seat : 
Adults 70p. Children 20p. Paddock Transfers : 
Adults 50p. Children 20p. Parking Free 


A FABULOUS DAY OUT FOR THE WHOLE 
FAMILY. NON-STOP ACTION UNTIL 9.30 pm. 


Biggest meeting 
is" the — Avon 

of Britain which vi 
ings at Oulton, Silverstone and 
Brands, A. Tull’ preview for the 
1000-mile Tour appears on pages 
34 and 35. 


this weekend 
Motor Tour 
3 race meet- 


OULTON PARK 
After the four Tour races, there 
fare five more events in 
the BRSCC (NW)-organised meet. 
ing, highlighted by a BP Formula 
‘Atlantic. “Championship round 
which jcted entries from 
Cyd William: 

Colin. Vandervell, Ken 
David Purley, Tom Pryce, 
Friswell, Tom Walkinshaw, Jas 
Patterson, Jim Murdoch, | Bev 
Bond and Brian Robinson. 

‘An interesting event will be 
fa special Vauxhall race in which 
production and special saloon 
Vauxhalls will be competing in a 
handicap race with the production 
versions starting about 1} min 
before the racing versions. Vaux- 


hall celebrities taking part in the 
race include Gerry Mai 

Donnelly, " 
Patterson, Bill Dryden,” Tim 


Stock and Derrick Brunt, Bill 
Dryden will also be running bh 
Firenza in the special saloon 
race against Roy Yates’ Zodia 
Chev, the Minis of Geoff Wood 
and. John Chappel and John 
Myerscough’s Escort. 

"Two races for Formula Fords 


complete the programme, the 
fastest 30 from practice going 
into the BOC Final and the 
leftovers having their own race. 
Main contenders include Donald 
Macleod, Derek Lawrence, Bob 
Arnott, Peter Harrington. 
Stephen South, John Crowe, Tiff 
Needell, Syd Fox, Richard Haw 
kins and Ed Wileox 

Guests from the Ellesmere 
Port factory of Vauxhall Motors 
will be among the spectators at 
this superb meeting which com: 
bines the Tour races starting at 
31 am and. afternoon races 


MALLORY PARK 

Make sure you get to Mallory 
by 2.15 pm this Sunday, because 
the first race is the big one, a 
50-lap qualifying round in the 
Rothmans. Formula $000 Cham- 
plonship. There is a very large 


entry including Lolas for 
van Lennep, Tom Belso 
Edwards, ‘Trevor Twaites, Clive 


Santo; Trojans for Brett Lunger. 
Willie Green, Keith Holland and 
Bob Evans; Chevrons for Tony 
Dean, Steve Thompson, Teddy 
Pilette and Chris Craft; Graham 
McRae’s. McRae, David Oxton's 
Begg, Clive Baker's McLaren and 
Robin Darlington Is due to make 
‘a comeback in an FS000 March 
Doug Niven’s Ford Boss Escort 
is due to appear in the MCD 
special saloon race with Bill 


Unfortunate finish of the 750 race for Paul Griffin's self built 


rigin 


‘at Snetterton, on Sunday. Griffin escaped with an arm injury 


Dryden's Firenza, Tony Sugden 
and Dave Millington in Escorts, 
Geof! Wood's Mini and Alex 
Clacher’s Imp, while Frank 
Sytner heads the — clubmen's 
entry. Two heats and a final 
ir Formula Fords complete the 
programme with entries including 
Ed Wi Keith Garratt and 
Murray Sandman, 


SNETTERTON 


A 15-lap round in the Lombard 
North Central Formula 3 Cham- 
plonship is the highlight of Sn 
terton's eight-race programme on 
Sunday, organised by TEAC. Con: 
testants include Tony Brise, 
Russell, Wood, Alan. Jones, 
Masami Kuwashima, Ian Taylor, 
Leonel Friedrich, Richard Rob: 
Mo. Harness, Mike Wilds, 
Barrie Maskell and Andy Sut 
cliffe. STP Formula Ford con- 
testants feature Donald Macleod, 
Derek Lawrence, Patrick Neve, 
Roger Bruce-White and Mike 
Young. while more single-seater 
entertainment is provided with 
2 round in the European Formula 
Vee Championship with an in- 


vasion of Continental drivers tak: 
ing on the British contingent 
Two saloon car races are i 

the "programme, one being an 


Esso, Uniflo, round. with Mick 
Hill's latest Grlitre Capri ex: 
pected to dominate the event 
Opposition comes from Tony 
Hazelwood's Daf, Tony Straw. 
son's Falcon, Nick Whiting's 
Escort, while two more big cars 
{All Husein’s Camaro and Rosen 
Nash's Mustang) are added in- 
terest in the non-championship 
Face. Other races are for sports 
cars and Mini 7s, with the first 
‘event starting at 2 pm 


@ At Thruxton, the BARC Sur. 
rey centre are staging their Blue 
Circle Trophy meeting .on Sun. 
day, in which a superb entry of 
modified sports cars battle out 
the major race of the day. The 
meeting starts at 2 pm 


© At. Silverstone on Saturday. 
there's historical interest | pro: 
vided with the St John Hors. 


fall Trophy meeting with races 


for all kinds of vintage and 
historic machinery before the 
Tour of Britain races. The meet 


Ing starts at 2 pm 


@ After the Tour races, Sunday's 


Brands meeting includes two 
heats and a final for Townsend 
Thoresen Formula Ford con 
tenders, a Kent Messenger special 
saloon race and a ShellSport 
Mexico event. These races start 
at 3 pm 


© Longbridge’s second race mee 
Ing takes place this Sunday, and 
at. this Skipper race meeting 
there are races for sports, mod 


sports, saloons, FF, libre and 
750. Formula, 

@ At Shelsley Walsh this Sat- 
urday, the Midland AC and Vin- 
tage SCC join forces for their 
‘annual hillclimb meeting which 
will be supported by Cordon 


Rouge champagne. In addition to 
the vintage campaigners, modern 
machinery is provided by Mike 
MacDowel's ‘Brabham, Tony 

jths” Brabham and David 


INTERNATIONAL DIARY 


aay rs 


By Barry Foley 


PRODSPORTS, AT LEAST 
THEY LOOK LIKE REAL.CARS, 


CARS. ROAD CARS THAT 
WECAN IDENTIFY WITH, NONE 
(OF YOUR MYBRID SINGLE SEATER 


Seeciats. oor 
" 


Go0D HONEST EVERY DAY RoAD 
CARS, THE SORTOFCAR THE MAN 
INTHE STREET DRIVES, ORDINARY. 


BREAD ANO SUTTER PANTERAS 
DICINGWITH BOGSTANDARD: 
‘SHOPPING CARRERAS, 


© Ancor 
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MCD want to keep you in the dark 
Britain 


Over the coming weekend, from Friday morning until Sunday evening,a 
star: studded field of Grand Prix drivers like Graham Hill,Rally Aces such as 
Roger Clark, Journalists and other motoring personalities headed’ by Prince Michael 
will be doing battle in a unique event which is likely to be one of the most 
spectacular ever staged in this country. 

With special stages to suit the rally men and no less than five race meetings for the 
racing drivers, the balance would seem to be about right, but without a doubt,an 
ctistondig eetere chenne nen anet probably a decisive one—isSnetterton - 
in the early hours of Sunday July 8th—THE FIRST TIME THAT NIGHT RACING HAS 
BEEN HELD ON A BRITISH CIRCUIT SINCE1965. 


Where, then, can yousee the action? 


Watch the Avon Motor Tour of Britain at these MCD circuit ex yofterwords 


Oulton Park Snetterton Brands Hatch 


Circuit rocing ot 
forthe frst hrne 


Children 30p: Paddock & 
And lorihoss whoosr 
willbe o Chomponthip c 
ing ot 1130c.m, the Tour competitors wil 
im our 20-minie racerone race for 
st. Cars wll compete three practice lop, 
{edby 0 poce cor vith te final lop ending os he 
rolling stort fore actual race 
ho HAMPIONSHIP (ret RF 
’ABRSCC Championship cor race meeting Chompionship the Eso U 3.00pm CARRACES organised by the 
featuring o thrilling BP Formula Atlantic race,a Cor Championship n O Jn Rochester MC 
BOC Formula Ford event,c special Saloon Cor Modified Sports 
race and 0 very special race tor Vauxhall cors Aderiowon 
conlyin Group { Group 2 and Spec Soloon meeting Advis 
categories. Must be different! Parking Free. 
mission for both the Tour of Britain Races 


Sidr Spr Poaseckond Roving he Sunday morning July 8th : 
from 12.30 midnight z 

Saturday 7th July Sunday 8th July 

10.30a.m. 11.30a.m. 


At all MCD race meetings the promoters reserve the right, without notice to make any alteration to the 
race programme 
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POCONO 


AJ bounces back to win 


By GORDON KIRBY Pictures by CHARLES LORING 


Everybody's happy for AJ. After a few exceedingly slim seasons, and an Indianapolis in which 
he had to struggle with an endless series of problems before even qualifying, old AJ, th 
Texas Coyote, won the first full 500 miler of the USAC season last weekend. It was not a 
race which Foyt looked like winning until the very end, but he had been among the leaders 
from the start and when Roger McCluskey ran out of fuel on his very last lap, Foyt fitted 
through for an eestatic victory. 

What promised to be a good was spoiled by numerous yellow flags, one red 
flag and ‘the failure of virally all the frontrunners so that a bare half dozen cars were 
Circulating by the end. Both MeLarens ran into engine troubles—although Rutherford soldiered 
‘on for filth place—Al Unser and Mario Andretti went very quickly from their front row 
positions but’ Unser crashed and Andretti ran into gearbox problems, both in the early 
Stages of the race. Bobby Unser dominated much of the race with his’ forceful mastery of 
the USAC style of racing only to have clutch failure stop him, Gordon Johneock fought 
with a new confidence until a tyre burst and flung his Eagle into the wall, while 
Donohue worked up to the front from the depths of the backfield, only to have a 
broken piston put an end to his impeccable pursuit. 


Rutherford’ 


MeLaren leads McElreath, Posey, Krisiloff, Donohue and Hiss. 


‘This was the first USAC race run under 
the new. fuel and wing limitations but the 
effects of these changes seemed particularly 
‘Obscure. The fuel tank restrictions (75 gal- 
Tons cut to 40 which must live in a double- 
skinned tank on the left side of the car) 

to make a lot more 
Stops which served only to make things even 
more confusing than usual, while those 40 
gallons of alcohol stuck out on the left side of 
the chassis certainly made the cars unstable as 
the drivers came off the brakes and tried to 
feed everything in towards their desired 
apexes. The nine square inch reduction in 
wing size (achieved in all cases by narrowing 
the rear wings by something less than an 
inch) seemed to be almost pointless as the 
field averaged some six mph faster in qualify- 
ing than last year. 

‘The Pocono circuit ii 


a considerably differ- 
yout than Indianapolis. It's a tri-oval, 
‘which means that it consists of three corners, 
all of which turn through an appreciably 
different number of degrees and are banked 
fat equally different angles. The first and 
third corners require a heaithy stab on the 
brakes while a recently resurfaced patch 
through the second turn had settled into 
a nasty and noticeable bump. All of the: 
little intricacies presented a number of set-up 
problems and tended to emphasise the differ. 
Ences between USAC's best and their grid 
fillers in both techniqui 

ly, the track is layed out in the pl 
ling Pocono Hills of Pennsylvania 
makes the atmosphet ‘whole lot more 
civilised than that Other Place, 

Like the Other Place, the Pocono 500 had 
many days scheduled for practice and qualify- 
ing. The. previous weekend was the Pole 
Position Pursuit time while some extra grid- 
filling time took place subsequent to this 
with the benefit of an international permit 
which allowed Mark Donohue (SCCA-licensed) 
into the field. 

Revson obvious! 
GP with gr 
med to benefit from the non-oval 


took his missing 


190.648 mph run. Peter's neat show was 1.5 
mph faster as well as 1.5 sec quicker over 


the four laps of Bobby Unser's record of 
last year. Al Unser and Mario Andrett 
brought a smile to Maurice Phillippe’s face 
as they filled up the front row in their 
ted and white Viceroys. Lloyd Ruby put 
his vast USAC experience to good use in 
nosing out Bobby Unser for fourth best time 
and it ws ily just these five who were 
at-all in the hunt during practi 
‘At 25 Steve Krisiloff is a tender youth 
among the Old ‘but he continued to 
go well with bis Eagle-copy Kingfish, putting 
to Unser on the ‘row. In 
1g J of In 
dianapolis poleman Johnny Rutherford who 
was back on the third row. A. J. Foyt and 
Gordon. Johncock both had a week 
of struggles and were well down as was 
Donohue who had very little time to qualify 
and was only just getting his Eagle pro- 
perly setup by the end of all the practice 
flogging. 


BEST PRACTICE TIMES 


aioe 
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A. J, Foyt scored a lucky win, after MeCluskey ran out of fuel 


RACE 


Some almost tropical rain had 
few days prior to the Schaeffer Beei 

race (lots of beer monies luring the North 
American spectator these days) 

wetness had been enough to wash 

good portion of the “groove,” pat 

that part of the embossed rubber that norm- 
ally delineates the entry phase through a 
corner, But race day was typical American 
summer, with mid 80 degree temperatures 
bare sun and thick bumidity hovering. over 
head as the two pace laps reeled off with- 
‘out any drama. (You see Other Place, it 1S 
possible.) 

Tt was Andretti who edged ahead 
Whining monster poured towards thi 
deeply-banked loop and pulled out two clear 
car lengths as Revson and Unser throttled 
back below him. Mario immediately chucked 
the Parnelli towards the inside and as he 
sliced across the front of Revson, the other 
Parnelli tried to follow suit, Sut Revson 
Kept an aloof inside line and Unser had 
to stir everything gently back into order 
and drop into line behind Revson and ahead 
of brother Bobby who had brusquely dis- 
arded his row in pursuit of the leaders. 
Krisiloff snicked in neatly ahead of Ruby, 
but just then Rutherford got his McLaren 


Roger McCluskey’ 


5 the 
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a little sideways as he tried too hard too 


and for a long moment Rutherford mat 
to keep things barely in hand as thi 

arced towards the ouside wall. He  almo 
had it all collected but the wing ticked the 


the pace car 
four full laps before the track surface was 
deemed clear and Rutherford was running 
again, now two laps behind the leaders. 
‘Andretti took advantage of his leading place 
to build up the turbo boost and jump into 
& second and a half lead with Al Unser 
chasing Revson and Bobby U inching up 
fon both of them. But then Al's Parnelli 
Jost itself ina pall of smoke 
pulted into the Turn One wall just 
‘of the renewed face. One of the 
halfshafts had broken and the 
fe retaining wall had been torn away 


broken wall and oil from the Pa 
box brought out USAC's red flag and the race 
was stalled for over 50 minutes while this 
mess was cleaned up. 

Tt took @ couple of laps before the red 
light was finally flicked on and during this 
period of yellow flag running Andretti, Revson 
and Bobby Unser stopped for fuel. When 


MeLaren held the lead for almost 60 laps. 


the race was restarted, Jimmy Caruthers 
found himself at the head of the queue with 
Foyt, Dallenbach, Ruby, Hiss and Johncock 
following him. The Andretti, Unser, Revson 
train was down in 14th through 16th places 
so things looked pretty volatile for the 
Second start of the day. 

Caruthers showed that he is well-used to 
turbo-Offys and managed to build up an 
immediate lead of one full second. Dallenbach 
got his dayglo Eagle nose inside Foyt and 
Pushed the Coyote to the outside as they 
dropped into turn one and further back Bobby 
Unser came charging by Andretti. Bobby was 
making a mighty effort to make up a fistful 
of places during that first lap off the restart 
Dur the first eight managed to break away 
while the works Eagle was fumbling back 
in the ruck. Donohue had managed to hang 
on to the back of the leading train and 
we now had the spectre of the blue and 
yellow” Penske Eagle gradually slithering 
through this lot while Unser and Andrett 
were losing precious tenths as they picked 
their way up the chart behind the second 
Penske car of Gary Bettenhausen, 

It carried on this way for perhaps a. 
dozen laps until Unser got by Betten! 
and started reeling in everybody else. By 
the 25th lap Bobby was simply flying He 
caught Donohue and passed Donohue with 
almost ridiculous ease, and by the 32nd. lap 
he had worked to the head of the queue. 
While others seemed to struggle with little 
bursts and twitches, Bobby would just drive 
his Eagle down the yellow line at the bottom 
of the banking and hold the car along a 
precisely forged line that the others would 
have to slip and saw at, were they to maine 
tain the same balance, Only Donohue and 
Revson could approach Unser’s forceful con- 
trol, while Andretti and Johncock were hur 
ling their cars across the road and balancing 
their forceful entries with powerful slashes 
of the wheel, 

The order was constantly in a state of 
flux, for everybody was needing to. stop 
for ‘fuel after each 20 lap lot and. some- 
times. it only 1s before the 40 

be “exhausted. From. time to 

of the leaders might. find 

themselves in nose to tail order and for 

few laps a race would develop, But it was 

1 too fleeting. And then there were always 

the yellow flags which would Interrupt things 

just as some balance seemed to be restoring 
itself to the race. 

Already the rot too was setting in, Hobbs 
had slipped back with a faulty magneto and 
after a few stops the Black Label car was 


this" STP Engle was. out) Then’ Betiene 
Ausen plummeted into the: turn” three. wal 
when” his'MeLaren ‘auddenly ‘slashed out of 
the“azoows Andrei was In rouble now to. 

e Parneil’s gearbox was ‘geting. progres: 
sively ‘baulkier and he began’ to fooee time 
with long stops around the 80th lap. 

Te was Johncock "who now: astumed con: 
trot with Unser in pursuit ‘and 
Revson “and. Donohue always. Some ‘da 
Sway, On the 7th lap "Revson “disapp 
with a valve broken in the Offenhauser: Just 
Ss" Donohue’ got in'a good. enough ‘piece te 
take the lead’ when Johncock made Kis thieg 
fuel stop. But Unser was beginning to nally 
assert himself and from the 80th lap he took 
aicad that he gradually extended throughout 
the next 30 laps 

For perhaps a dozen laps Bobby hurled the 
Eagle sround. with that amazingly. foreetul 
Control” of his, leaving ‘only Johncock,” Foyt 
nd Roger "NicCluskey within. range’ Poor 
Donohue’ had only just been finding his pace 
Smong. the. front “runners” when Sa" piston 
Gisintegrated as" the race moved “into its 
Second half. Twenty laps later Caruthers t00 
fell victim to a burned piston and it was only 
Foyt or McCluskey who. could even" Keep 
the works” Eagle within range 

‘But ‘Bobby “Unser is an incredibly unlucky 
man. On his 122nd tap"he lingered inthe 
its" while” Gurney's_ crew hunted. feverishly 
bout’ the gearbox. It took almost two laps 
before Bobby whined down the pit lane again, 
Snd''soon it war obvious. that things. were 
not af all well. The Eagle was lapping almost 


Bue! 


Lee Kuneman spins his Eagle causing Lloyd Ruby to take avoiding action. 


Kuneman climbs out of the damaged Eagle. 
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two seconds slower than even at its conservi 
tive pace and after just a few laps the tell-tale 
tise and fall of the exhaust note defined the 
problem as a.slipping clutch. Bobby carried 
bn though=-both he and Gurney are out of the 
Sime never-say-die ‘mould, and. it was not 
nul the clutch would barely turn the rear 
wheels that. he” parked" things some. 40 
tps after. the first problematic stop. 

Jo it was Johneock, leading “now as he 
hpad at Indy, the last of the truly fast runners 
fo withstand the strain, He had been driving 
boldly and vigorously, having the audacity to 
Challenge and. fight. the mighty Unser from 
ime to time, and fighting well at that. But 
then, ‘on the 138th lap the dayglo orange 
Engle streamed out of the third turn and as 
it passed the pits It let out a loud, crisp 
thump. before ‘bouncing off the wail and 
Wrobbling back scross the road to come to a 
Stop lust beyond the pit exit with a tyre 
Blown into pieces and now, the rear suspen- 
Sion and wing. also badly bent. tt was now 
Gown'to McCluskey and Foyt 

‘McCluskey had come upon the scene with 
tne ‘slow surety of the veteran that he is 
He had worked up from the deepest of the 
Mek "so that he was within range of the 
fenders by the 'SOth. Tap and then, sensing 
the possibilities McCluskey had begun forc- 
ing ‘his, McLaren with a. verve that was 
tekater than any other, McCluskey became the 
Sisn\‘with the greatest hurl et Pocono. He 
an swooping ‘away from che outer) wall, 
Singing “the McLaren into ‘impossibly low 
Cerances 20, that all four wheels were inside 
fhe'lower yellow line, Somehow he managed 
to. hold. that, impossibly. tight line on every 
Steasion ‘that he made the effort, and, some: 
how it" was, working. Somehow. McCluskey 
ould ‘sweep down. and drive under people 
inot were already” dealing with barely. man- 
Sieubie slip angles. After: Johncock's demise 

wan McCluskey who. took the lead and 
held it for almost 60 laps. Only Foyt and 
tie nagging Unser managed to get ahead of 
Meclustey white he made his regular, 20 
Ip. interval fuel stops 

Maccluskey made his second last fuel stop 
on hie Tita lap. and two laps tater, hel 
Rain assumed control when Foyt pitted for 
Me inat toad of fuel. Those last 25. laps 
Memed to be mere formality for McCluskey 
Pulled. further ‘away from Foyt with every 
fan tnd when Foxt made a very brief, 10 
1a sad stop for a tictle extra alcohol with just 
SESE “the 200" taps, tert, Kt seemed that 
Mecluskey was home free, 

ut It'was not tobe. As he came by to start 
hie Nery inst Tap the engine stuttered, and 
tita'The MeLaren consted down the road and 
jegped down on tothe lower apron as it 
dropped exly and quietly. to a final stop 
Soe buck straight. So it was Foyt his own 
oe ee oye Ford engine, having run faultlessly 
turbo Fey rcame through to yelps of, J0¥ 
Wot the crowd. "AJ was leading, and he 
Sas now home free 

seo—ROCONO Huy 1—USAE Chem 
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Graham McRae ~ winner of the 2nd round of this year's F5000 Mick Hill ~ 20 victories last season and 10 wins already this 
championship at Mallory Park. season 


Bernard Unett - overall leader Tony Lanfranchi - over £1500 
of the Britax Group 1 class leader in the Castrol 
championship. Group 1 championship. 


Bernard Unett receives the 3 Graham McRae jokes with 
jarland after winning the Anthony Marsh before his 
|HELLSPORT celebrity race drive in the SHELLSPORT 

at Snetterton, celebrity race at Snetterton. 


Nick Faure - over £3000 class leader in the STP Production 
‘Sports Car championship. 


Steve Thompson is aaa 
congratulated alter winning Patrick Neve—won his first 2 races of the season and one of the Only Shell Super Multigrade 
the SHELLSPORT celebrity leading Formula Ford contenders has the unique muscle- 
Tace at Brands Hatch molecule 
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‘2 Chevron was slowly hauled in by Carlos Gaspar as the former FI driver found the smaller 1930 FVC engine, his car like de 
RT LAvRAt: ico memes teres 

ome win for Gaspar she oe oes es Walt tas 
By PAUL WATSON eee, cribteanine matvere $x" Rist 


Although not a Bi 0 2-litre championship half @ second off his Friday time befo 


face, last Sunday's International Vila Real senselessly passing lan Grob in the nar Miner: Heavens | Sria 6: Villa: Rew he 
250° km' road. race in Northern Portugal viaduct, touching young Grob’s Chevron BE ee ca re a 
war—as it turned out—an Important stage in sending both cars skating off up the B21, But he only got to Portugal after replac- 
acorns ee tate the: sight-Mander, ‘and Santos. beach ing ‘the gearbox on his transporter while in 

‘The race, round the streets and outskirts into the Armco. Grob struggled back to the ‘Austria and missing first practice altogether, 
of this mountain towns was won by Portugal's pits with a smashed rear wheel and buckled {ya recorded 2m 36.64 5 on Saturday which 
Carlos Gaspar Ins BIP Lole-FVC T200 atter front sub-frame, while the Lola was 40 badly pig ‘him alongside “Lumaro” in. the second 
Dave Walker's GRD falied inthe closing damaged that it had no hope of racing on Portuguese GRD (2 m 38.13 4); and in front of 

er ‘Gethin’s Chevron B23 was a the morrow 


the B21s of Jose Uriarte (ex-Trevor Twaites) 
Red Rose Racing sent two 823s, led by 2 m 40.36 s and Scot Andrew Fletche 

Peter Gethin in Lepp's car, replacing Gerry 42.23 s). Frenchman Robert Giannone 
Birrell who had been scheduled to drive in his elderly Spyder-bodied Porsche 906, 
car, At 2 m 24.22 5 Gethin was nearly & then came Tony Birchenhough's Dorset Foods 
Second slower than Gaspar’s Lola although in Lola T290 and John Blanckney's Scorpion 
fairness to Gethin his bard 11.21 compound —JB4 with 1600 FVA. The rest of the field 


fame second and Prince Jorge de B: 
third in one of Roger Hire’s Chevrons, ahead 
of John Bridges in the second Red Rose B23. 
‘Abarths were not present. The race was run 
in hot weather in front of an enormous and 
enthusiastic crowd, and gave a Portuguese 
driver victory at Vila Real for the first time 
in more than 20 years. 


Dave Walker ran away with the race until the final laps when the engine went off song and 
then a tyre burst 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


On pole position with a time of 2 m 20.17 s, 
and’ way inside Peter Hanson's 1972 lap 
record, was David Walker in the GRD S73, 
running Firestone soft-compound 11.57 rub- 
ber and a 1970 Richardson BDA last used 
in Formula 2 by Richard Scott. The car has 
clearly now reached a competitive stage of 
development, completely outstripping the rest 
of the field to take pole a clear 3) s in 
front of the next man. After practice Walker 
was “temporarily arrested" for crossing the 
track in his car without permission, he spent 
four hours languishing in jail before finally 
being released. 

‘The Portuguese BIP team sent their two 
Lola 1292s for Carlos Gaspar and Carlos 
‘Santos, both with 2-litre Mader-FVC engines. 
In first practice Santos really flew and in 
2 m 25.94 s was second fastest to Walker. 
Gaspar did only two laps before the flywheel 
came off the end of the crank, but he had 
@ 1900 in for Saturday's thrash, and through 
some consistently fast driving recorded 2 m 
23.43 8 for the centre of the front row. The 
rivalry between these “ so-called team mem: 
bers" Santos and Gaspar is such that so as 
not to be out-done, Santos went straight out 
and in some wild and careless driving clipped 
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Roger Heavens takes his Chevron past a local Lotus, 


contained numerous local Lotus 47s, Miguel 
acerda's 906, a Porsche 911T, a 2.8 Carrera, 
and right at the back Vic Elford in the othe 
March-BMW 73S, without practice, and hop 
Ing to repeat his sensational start in the 


Tora racer tn all 20 cars 
RACE _ = 
‘The start was over half an bour late, but 


when’ the flag eventually dropped Dave 
Walker fairly shot away leaving three cars 
still stranded on the line, Lafosse’s Lola 
aving caught fire from a. short circuit 
the battery, Grob unable to find a gear and 
Glannone ‘ata standstill. The latter 
soon got away, Grob was pushed towards the 
pits. (of which more later) while Lafosse 
extinguished the electrical fire in his Lola 
In a puff of foam only to find that the engine 
had broken yet again. 

Meanwhile Walker was winding the GRD 
round the circuit at a scorching pace. Afte 
one lap the Dart car was already clear 
with Gethin trying vainly to stay somewhere 
near, followed by Neves and de Bayration. 
Bridges was next shadowed closely by Cabral. 
Juncadella, Raymond and Gaspar, the latter 
having made a bad start but already pressing 
hard. Next came Goodwin leading Uriarte 
Heavens,“ Lumaro”  Birchenhough, Elford, 
Fletcher, Lacerda, Blanckney and the rest. 
The yellow GRD of “Lumaro” stopped at the 
pits with engine trouble and retired, whi 
New Yorker John Rulon Miller also gave up 
early on with his 2.8 Porsche Carrera, although 
Miguel Correia in the 911T was going very 
smoothly. 

Even after two laps the GRD appeared to 
have it made, Gethin was losing ground all 
the time and on every corner while Neves 
and de Bagration were falling behind the 
Red Rose car at a similar rate, Raymond and 
Gaspar were hauling in Bridges and Cabral 
passing them on lap three, while Juncadella 
fell back, although clear of Goodwin and the 
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with ‘a brok 


ill-handling Chevron, and by 


es engined GRD 


ahead of Gaspar, 
n ahead of Bridges 


ing black flagged 
in the pits while a 


tangled with 
ropa and had to retire with 


der was the 
streaming away Richardson engine 


sounding glorious and the car I 


Birchenhough 


lap 22 Gaspar was right on Gethin’s tail 


Dave Walker 


The former retired with jamming throttle mechanism. 


slowing: clearly the once all-dominating GRD 
was failing. Gaspar hauled in the GRD, 
sounding terribly rough and Gaspar was 
reducing Walker's record of 2 m 20.80 s to 
2m 19,92 s. By lap 26 Walker's engine was 
catching up rapidly. On the 28h lap the 
Portuguese was in the lead, and two laps 
later “Gethin was through into second. In 
the remaining laps the GRD slipped further 
and further down the field, both de Bagration 
nd Bridges passing before the flag came out 

finish’ the race. In those final laps the 
crowd went overboard to urge on Gaspar and 
after 1h 24 m of racing, Gaspar took the 
flag, 124 3 ahead of Gethin, Two more 
Chevron B23s were third and fourth driven 
by de Bagration and Bridges while Walker 
struggled home fifth after a front tyre blew 
Out two laps from home, giving him a really 
nasty moment in the second right-hander 
after the start on this the fastest section of 
the circuit. Mario Cabral was sixth and nearly 
caught by Juncadella on the line, with 
Uriarte two laps behind Juncadella after 
taking eighth place from Andrew Fletcher 
right at the end when the latter's engine over: 
heated badly. Lacerda's 906 was 10th ahead 
of Birchenhough's misfiring Lola and Blanck- 
ney's Scorpion which suffered from an over- 
dose of fuel pressure. Roger Heavens retired 
after 22. laps with jamming throttle 
mechanism. 
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Special stage 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Polish and 
Austrian news 


The next round in the World 
Rally Championship for Makes 
will be the Polish Rally which 
will be held between July 12/15. 
Not many of the rally circus wi 
be there as these Iron Curtain 
events have dropped a great deal 
in popularity since the mid. 
sixties and indeed many people 
have queried why this event 
should be in the World Cham: 
pionship at all. The current 
leaders of the championship are 
Renault Alpine and. they have 
made a token entry of Cheinisse, 
Therier just in case they decide 
to go at the last moment. The 
real points searchers will be Fiat 
who have entered three cars, all 
Tad Abarth Spyders, for Achim 
Warmbold/ean Todt, 
Paganelli/Nini Russo ‘and 
Pinto/Arnaldo  Bernacchini 
rest of the entry will be Skodas 
and Renaults from Czechoslo- 
vakia, Alpines from Bulgaria, Fiat 
Polskis from. Poland and Wart 
burg and Trabant from East 
Germany. 

"After Poland comes the 1000 
Lakes which we mentioned in 
some detail last week. This is 
due to be held between August 
2/5, but will not see any par- 
tleipation from either Renault 
Alpine or Fiat so. that it is 
Unlikely to affect the positions 
in the championship, One thing is 
certain and that is that it will 
be a far more competitive event 
than the Polish! 

‘The next event then will be 
the Austrian Alpine which will 
be held in September between the 
12th and the 16th. One continual 
criticism of this event in the 
past has been the route finding 
And the road book supplied by 
the organisers but this should 
be eliminated this year as Gerry 
Phillips has just left England to 
go to Austria and prepare a 
Proper Tulip:type road book for 
the rally. 


San Remo plans 


Fourth event in four months 
ls the eleventh San Remo Rally 
which of all these is perhaps the 
best event for the private owner 
to go and do. The rally will be 
fun in two loops both. starting 
and finishing in San Remo and 
this year it scarcely goes far 
beyond Genova so that it is in- 
credibly easy to recce. There will 
be 450 kilometres of special stage 
in a 1800 kilometre route and as 
usual there will be a lot of 
difficult road sections. The entries 
close on September 25 and the 
address to write to Is Automobile 
Club San Remo, Corso Orazio 
Raimondo 47, Sanremo, Italy. It 
is certain that there will be a 
chance to compete against Lan- 
la, Fiat and Renault Alpine who 
are certain to make most of the 
funning as they all see this rally 
as the decider for the World 
‘Championship. 


Total Rally 


Regulations have been received 
for the Pretoria. Motor Club's 
Total Rally. Running from 
‘August 28 to September 1 the 
16th Total. Rally will be 
of special stage format with a 
Tength approaching 5000 kms. 
The rally will have five start 
Ing points at Randburg, Durban, 
Kimberly, Lourenco Marques and 
Messina. For the first time South 
African standard production cars 
will be eligible, competing in two 
classes, Prince Rainier of Monaco 
has entered a Monagasque crew 
in an Alpine 1600 which Is newly 
works built and only recently 
presented to the Prince. The car 
Will be driven by Raymond Rue 
and, making a return to rallying, 


Rene Isoart. Toyota will be pre 
paring a Celica for Ove Andersson 
and Arne Hertz. Nissan Datsun 


ill have a car for Coupe de Dames 
contenders Oda Dencker Ander. 
Sen and Charlotte Heuser. Other 
Overseas entries are presently be- 
ing negotiated. 


edited by lan Sadler 


Mikkola beats Makinen in 
final Finnish round 


‘The last round of the Finnish 
Championship finished in Joensu 
last Sunday morning with a vic- 
tory for the local lad, Hannu 
Mikkola. Driving a Volvo 142 
sponsored by Castrol, he finished 
ahead of Timo Makinen driving 
the works Escort with which 
he. had won the Arctic Rally 
This ‘was the first event in Fin: 
land to ban the use of winter 
tyres during the summer and 
Mikkola definitely benefited from 
having 1Sin. wheels _ compare 
with the 13in of the Escort and 
from having an early number. 


Makinen was back in the sixties 
after getting his entry in late 
Early ‘challengers for the lead 
were Markku Alen and Simo Lam- 
Pinen who retired Volvo and 
Fespectively with engine trouble 
during the early stages. Lampinen 
had just returned from the Rallye 
Ziatni Piassatzi in Bulgaria 
Where he had finished second 
overall in a Lancia Fulvia to 
Sergio Barbasio in a Fiat 124 
Abarth Spyder. Lele Pinto had 
been leading in another Fiat but 
we had crashed just a few stages 
fore the finish, 


British Leyland 
drive for Brookes 


Russell Brookes, 27-year-old 
service engineer at Rover and 2nd 
overall at the wheel of a works 
Toaned ‘Escort "RS1600 on. last 
weekend's Jim Clark Rally, is to 
take the wheel of the third British 
Leyland works car on the Cyprus 
Rally at the end of September. As 
announced last week Brian 
Culcheth drives a Dolomite Sprint 
fon this event, whilst the other 
team man will be Chris Sclater 
Strangely, this rally will be Chris 
first event in which he is entered 
by a major manufacturer, whilst 
by virtue of the Jim Clark, this 
will, be. Russell's second. "Both 
Chris "and Russell will driv 
Marinas, 13° and 1.8 litres 
respectively 


Ronde 
extended 


Berni Darniche’s 
Cevenole car. Thi 
Wheel arches and complex 
front spoiler under tray are new 
to the Alpine A11OB. 


Pa ANN 


f 


expert, Mike Greasley, 
appointed Comps 

f Datsun UK. 
created appointment indicates 
the promise of a large-scale D: 
sun competition — programme- 
watch for the action from 
Worthing 


© Keith Wood will be partnering 
Shekhar Mehta on all his UK 
events, starting with the Burmah 
Rally on August 31. Subsequent 
vents. will’ be the Manx, 
Dukeries and the Lindisfarne— 


ail with a 240Z before the RAC 
Rally in which Mehta will be 
driving a 1200 Sunny. 


Ronde Cévenole—an excellent outing for Jean-Pierre Nicolas, finishing 
3rd overall with the Renault 17 Prototype. 


Jean-Luc Barailler won the GI category with a BP France supported 


‘Opel Ascona 
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Special stage 


Close battle for Gold Star points 


At halfway in the Esso Uniflo/ 
BTRDA Gold. Star Rally Cham- 
pionship, with six events run of 
the series total of 13, competi 
tlon for the lead has become 
very close—see table below. 

So far, 46 drivers and 47 co: 
drivers have scored points and 
in the ladles’ section, the winning 
of which is dependent on the 
ladies scoring a minimum of 20 
points throughout the champion: 
Ship being scored down as. far 
fas 50th place, the overall leader 
Is Vicki Lambert. 

Apart from the top 10 shown 
In the table such notable names 
as Frank Pierson, Tony Drum: 
mond, Paul Faulkner, Richard 
Hudson-Evans and Robin Lang- 
ford all feature as points scorers. 
Run concurrently is the Triple 


"Cc Clubmans Championship 
and the present positions are 
listed below. 

Whilst this year's Gold Star 


series appears to be taking all 
the limelight, the BTRDA are 


the Silver St 


still promoting 
Championship for road events 
Again, positions at half distance 
in the series are shown below 


© Welsh Counties Car Club are 
running their Coronation Rally 
on July 28/29. Regulations are 
available from Marie Du. Croq 
Slip at 25 Dryburgh Avenue, 
Birchgrove, Cardiff 

Using maps 142, 154 and 155 
the rally will start’ from Howells 
Garage, Newport Road with the 
first car away at 23.00 hrs, The 
finish will be near Cwmbran, 
Anyone wishing to marshal is 
invited to contact, Wyn Jones 
at 1. Portreeve Close, Pen-y- 
Gawsi, Llantrisant 


© The CSMA‘s, West Middlesex 
Group, Esso Uniflo Starlight Rally 
(October 20/21) will have regula: 
tions ready from early August 
Available from M.D. Manning, 
73 Brentham Way, London WS 
1BE. This 200-mile restricted 
rally will use maps 144 and 145. 
Non-car breaking whites are pro: 


mised. Start and Snish will be 
at the Excelsior Motor "Lodge, 
Oxford 


© On page 35 of this issue Is the 
full list of starters for the Avon. 
Motor Tour of Britain, Although 
the rally drivers are outaum: 
bered approximately 20 to 80 the 
results could still be very in 
teresting. Looking at the classes, 
the rally drivers are well re 
presented in all catagories and, 
of course, figure well for an out 
right win, 


© Loughborough Car Club's Moss 
Trophy Rally takes place over 
July” 28/29. Asa contest 
for both the EMAMC and the 
LCAMC” the last. two. Moss 
Trophy Rallies have been over 
subscribed and entries for this 
year's are already arriving Dis 
tance will be 180 miles 


© The Taunton Rally (10th/11th 
November) is to take the place 
of the cancelled Agbo Rally as 
@ replacement BTRDA Silver Star 
championship round. 


‘Success for Rosemary Smith on the Texaco—7th overall with the second 


Lombard and Ulster car. 


Tony Mason—Ford position 


Rally navigator Tony Mason is 
to join Ford competitions staff 
as" competition co-ordinator 
which will entail the detailed 
dministration and organisation 
Ford's mot et programme 


under th ion of Peter 
Ashcroft, F f Boreham's 
Competitions Manager. Mason. 


co-driver to Roger Clark on thelt 


winning RAC Rally performance 
last year, will be based in Bore. 
ham and his new position will 
be mainly centred. on Ford's 
rally programme. Mason was 
secretary and then chairman of 
Morecambe CC and before. tak: 
ing up. his Ford. appointment, 
was sales promotions manager of 
K shoes, 


© Kevin Videan and Peter Valen: 
tine plan to enter this autumn's 
eries_ of Castrol/MN champion 


ship rallies in @ Datsun 2402, to 
be prepared by Old Woking Lid 


© 10 Js rumoured that Jim Porter, 
for long associated with Ford, 
leave the company, His 
destination is not yet known 


Clark’s RAC domination 


The 


last Friday night 


was the th event in this 
year’s RAC Rally championship— 
halfway th series. Main 
point of ies in the 
Academic point as to when Roger 
Clark will eventually be uncateh: 


able—since Ford have plans for 
him to drive an RS2000 on these 
events in almost standard tune, 
when his championship this year 
is assured. Perhaps annoyingly 
for Ford, Jack Tardoff, currently 


lying second in the series, has 
19 points, against Roger's 54, and 
this means that even. if Roger 
wins the Hackle on July 21, and 
Tordoff {ails to score he’ will 
have only a 44 point lead. He 
would have needed a 45. point 
Tead not to need to enter the 
jer five events seriously. It 
would seem, therefore, that the 
Yorkshire Porsche driver might 
delay the appearance of the 
RS2000 till after the Burmah, 


Any series is only as exciting 


as the opening rounds, and by 
this score’ the 1973 RAC 
championship must be consid. 


ered a bore. A lot of proven 
drivers have been hit by troubles 
Will Sparrow has had a disastrous 
year in his Martins Group 
Firenza, Mike Hibbert has had & 
complete reversal of the impres- 
sive’ form that his Clarks & 
Simpson Escort showed last year, 
whilst Tony Fowkes has only 
his good Welsh run to his name 
this season. Adrian Boyd is. still 
suffering hardship, though not to 
anything like the extent of his 


left-hand-drive car last year, and 
only by relentless determination 
has he managed to reach third 
place, 


the numbing effect of 


spite 


the Ford/Clark onslaught, never 
has the series shown greater 
commercialism, with everyone 


with any number of points having. 
the benefit of a major sponsor 
behind them. 


RAC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS TABLE 


Events 


nowman 


Mimex Dales 


, 


Roger Clark 
Jack Tordoft 
Adrian Boyd 
Bil Taylor 
Peter Clark 


Cahal ‘Curley | 


Russell Brookes | 


Andrew Cowan 
Tony Fowkes 
Ron McCartney 


Will Sparrow 


[circuit of 
Ireland 
Grarite Cy 


Jody Scheckter takes the Yardley MeLaren 


FRENCH GRAND PRIX 


Ronnie’s overdue win; 
Scheckter outstanding 


By PETE LYONS Pictures by PHIPPS PHOTOGRAPHIC 
Race data by ALAN PHILLIPS 


Ronnie Peterson's long-anticipated first Grand Prix win was a great threequarters of a motor 
race. Up to the 42nd lap of the French GP it was a furious nose-to-tail struggle between he. 
Stewart, Hulme, team-mate Fittipaldi—and Jody Scheckter. The young South African, idol of 
America, looked determined to start the same sort of career going in Europe. He started 
from the middle of the front row, lead the first lap, lead every lap through the 41st, driv 
with superb self-confidence in front of all the established top talent in Formula i today, 
Unflustered by their constant anxious attentions. The John Player pair were quicker through 
most of the twisty sections, but the Yardley McLarens were fastest down the straight 

at Ricard that’s what counts. Peterson found that try a he might he could not get 
he dropped back to lot Fittipaldi have a go. He did. In what appears to have been an 
uncharacteristic error of judgment as they were lappii ‘backmarker, Emerson tried to 
force his way through a place where Scheckter wasn't prepared to give ‘him room, and the 
two cars collided hard enough to retire them both with suspension damage. Because at this 
Stage both Stewart and Hulme had dropped back with punctures, it was left to Peterson to 
Grive with delicate care another dozen laps to achieve his first GP trophy. Stewart came 
back up the field far enough to finish fourth and take over Fittipaldi's championship lead on 
points. 

"The French was a race of surprises all the way, for there was the refreshing sight of 
people and teams doing well for the first time. James Hunt put in a superior drive to finish 
the Hesketh March sixth, all alone in front of entries with vastly more resources and 
experience. Graham Hill overcame niggling troubles in practice and drove the Embassy 
Shadow with signs of his old controlled fire; he started well ahead of the two works cars, 
diced determinedly with a big pack of fighting drivers, and vanquished most of them despite 
more niggling trouble. And Rikki von Opel brought Mo Nunn's long-awaited new Ensign 
home to a mechanically untroubled finish In their first event. 

‘Le Cireuit Paul Ricard: the Ontario Motor excellent facility, a utensil, like the kitchen 


Speedway of Europe. Spacious, well laid out, of a model modern home. And about as 
fully equipped, efficient, obviously quite safe. romantic. 

Established in a region of fine weather, it ‘Anyone already doing motor racing, who 
serves as the base of the French National is already caught up in the compulsion of 
Team (Matra) and as the testing haven for the thing, appreciates Paul Ricard. However. 


others from all over Europe. For : js difficult to see someone brought here for 
gaged, it's actually pleasurable ¢o carry out their very first motor race catching the spirit. 
the business of motor racing here. It’s an It's too sterile a place. Too planned, too 
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Ge 


‘World Championship/ 
round 8 


barren, too unrelated to the region. It's too 
hard, from the remote, dusty, unshaded spec- 
tator areas, to sense any drama. The access 
toads are terrible. And finally, in a baking 


hot climate it has to compete with a nearby 
Mediterranean beach, The crowd attendance 
is usually poor—the public seem to reject 


Paul Ricard, The place is a monument to 
motor racing—and monuments imply death 
Why should it not be possible to combine the 
good “aspects of this ultra-modern facility 
with some of the traditional appeals 
make the sport loved? A pretty problem. 

The major problem facing the teams. pre- 
paring to race at Ricard has a curious ring: 
Becepting they must sacrifice all else for 
Straight-line speed. The long straight so domi- 
fates the rest of the lap, apparently, that no 
amount of demon scratching round the 
twiddly bits can make up for a rival who 
pulls ahead on the straight. Drivers are so 
much more comfortable with lots of wing 
angle though, that they exhibit real reluc- 
tance to lay the aerofoils back flat 

Tyrrell’s designer Derek Gardner: “People 
may tell_you that this is a very simple 
Circuit, ‘micky-mouse,” but this is a deceptive 
Cirevit’ because of the straight. You cannot 
afford to Jose any revs along it, which means 
you can afford very little aerofoll angle—but 
aerodynamic loadings mask deficiencies in 
Suspension behaviour. When you remove the 
loadings you are required to have your 
suspension working properly. You'll find a 
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number of people are having trouble with 
Wwheelspin here, not getting the power down 
‘out of the corners.” 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 

With spares, there were 33 Fl cars in the 
garages, the highest number yet this year. As 
for the previous race, the logistics of trans- 
porting their miniature armies clear down 
{he depth of the Continent ordained there 
would be little novelty attempted by any of 
the teams. Most cars were in familiar con- 
figuration. Brakes are not a problem here. 
but everyone was using the maximum oii 
cooling arrangements. 

‘There was just one new car on the scene, 
After a long time of sensible preparation, 
Team Ensign finally appeared in public with 
Mo Nunn's MN-Ol, the new FI design com- 
missioned from ‘scratch by the young 
‘American-German Rikki von Opel. A soundly- 
made machine to the eye, it proved a rel 
able machine in practice, completing several 
GP distances during four days of testing both 
Unofficial and official during the week. Under 
standably, the members of a new team 
relationship require “mileage” as much as 
does a new car—even to learning how to 


start up an engine—but it was in a quiet, 
businesslike manner that Team Ensign got 
on with their debut. They weren't fast; they 


care, feeling his way into thi 
new world, anxious not to be in 
way. He found the handling “temperamental 
at this stage, the chassis refusing to accept 
@s much throttle out of corners as other 
seemed able to give. He did manage 
to do times comfortably inside the 10 per 
cent cut-off margin, to start from the back. 
‘Among the regulars, the ones we have 
come to expect at the front, the only things 
new. abour the John Player Specials were 
hed at the back: subframes which set 
the wings 10in farthé the rear. An idea 
which came from a ssful tweak to Fittl- 
paldi's F2 Lotus of last year. it was a con- 
cession to the long straight. (Aerofoils should 
in theory work more efficiently the farther 
back they are in the alrflow converging behind 
the bulk of the car.) Because it was applied 
to all four cars at once without prior testing 
there was no firm impr 
effectiveness—a circumstance which, 
to this normally so careful and 
World Championship team, 
grinding is the pressure at'the midpoint of 
this ultra-clos mn. Both Fittipaldi and 
Peterson chose to use their older cars, those 
normally kept as spares. For some reason 


Ronnie Pei 
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Emerson's chassis No 7 came out of its crush- 
cladding rebuild with a warp, a twist that 
Screws up the handling. This was discovered 
after a careful guaging exercise in Sweden, 
but there had mot yet been time to do any- 
thing about it. On the one occasion in France 
that he tried to use the car, it stopped oppo- 
site the pits at the end of its first lap when 
for some reason the engine died and simul- 
taneously the clutch operation didn’t operate 
Ronnie's regular race car, No §, was used to 
more effect, but it proved to have the wrong 
front torsion-bar rate for the circuit. As 
changing the bars involves a risk of damaging 
the fuel bags, he too concentrated on his 
“spare” chassis, which was set up properly. 

Unfortunately for SuperSwede, who more 
often than not has been starting from pole 
recently, there was something improper in 
his chosen car's fuel system. Team Lotus 
have in fact been having grief in this area 
for several weeks. In this case there were 
two symptoms: a cutting-out in the longest 
sequence of right-hand corners, which spoiled 
his practice, and a misfire at peak revs after 
a certain point on the Jong straight which 
lingered right through both practice and the 
race. Thus for once it was Emerson who 
ended up faster, fast enough in fact to start 
from the front ‘row. On Friday he too had 
fuel pressure trouble, while a misunderstand 
Ing about when practice was scheduled to 
finish spoilt his final effort; the last session 
caught him by surprise before he'd made his 
best attempt with the quickest tyres. 

All in all, the JPS people did not display 
thelr accustomed self-confident aplomb. There 
were signs of strain. 

In the EWf Tyrrell garage the mood seemed 
calmer. All three cars were in the same body: 
work configuration, the chisel-nose style seen 
in practice at other races being abandoned 
for the usual low-drag shape. About the only 
special tweak seemed to be a set of mega- 
phone-type exhausts on Stewart's engine. On 

ith his race car and the spare 005 
ied out a programme of Goodyear 
while Cevert concentrated on aero- 
dynamic experiments (finding that a slight 
increase in downforce cut significant revs 
from the straight-line speed but had no 
discernable effect in the corners). The pair 
ended the first day of practice first and 
second in times, without apparently having 
tried particularly hard. Stewart, in fact, had 
been delayed with what turned out to be a 
faulty plug. and only put a fast lap together 
right at the end. It didn’t seem an especially 
fast one, he said—and certain other teams 
agreed. Comparing notes, most of them 


son scored his long overdue win at Paul Ricard. 


thought it was bogus by a full second, but 
nobody felt like protesting. ‘Anyway, it 
was still fastest of the day. On the Saturday 
the Tyrrells didn’t seem to bother much about 
holding their relative positions, spending their 
time setting up for the race; anyway, the 
conditions seemed to have deteriorated ‘over- 
night for almost everyone was slower. 

‘The third team which, thanks to Hulme, 
are now at the top of FI’ racing were despite 
the absence of Revson at Pocono fully up to 
Strength with Scheckter taking over the 
Yardley McLaren normally kept as a spare 
Here again there was nothing altered technic- 
ally from Swedish race trim, and the clean 
lines and general good behaviour exhibited at 
Kyalami promised a good run at che not- 
dissimilar French track. On Friday they went 
well, doing times not far off those the JPS 
and ‘Tyrrell drivers were setting. Hulme had 
to stop using his normal car when the fuel 
pump pulley’ came loose from its hub, but 
took over the usual Revson car and put it 
right up with the others, Scheckter was 
feeling himself into a car he'd never driven 
and acted less than fully pleased with i, but 
he was still far ter than any of 
the rest of the entry, 
that it all 


team leader and pipped him by 0.3 s. In the 
afternoon “Papa Bear's” effort was shot down 
early with oll pump trouble and it was "Baby 
Bear" who chopped nearly a second off his 
best under conditions when few drivers were 
able to improve much if at all and planted 
his big right foot firmly on the front row of 
the grid. (Somebody asked him why he was 
so fast, and the reply was that he was 
nervous’ and had to keep pushing the pe 
hard or his foot would shake!) 
‘So the front of the grid for this mid-point 
race of the season was properly ri 
tive of the three best cars on the si 
‘A third B3 Ferrari had been finished and 
turned over to Merzario for his very own, 
giving Ickx the two entries he wants if he is 
to. make anything of this unhappy team's 
year. Determined now to carry on. through 
to the rest of the season “trying my hardest 
Ickx must however feel drained of some will 
by the political mess so much a fact of 
Malian racing life. (See Pit & Paddock.) He 
found in practice that the Ferrari engine was 
nearly the equal of the Fords; the problem 
seoms to be the chassis, for he says, "She 
doesn’: tell me anything, I have no sensation 
from her, no warning—that's why I spin just 
now." He did indeed spin, on Friday, knock- 
ing the aerodynamics awry at both end: 
while on Saturday much time was spent in 
re-attaching some deranged chassis-cladding 
and in changing an engine of the intended 
ice car. 
‘The Pagnossin Brabham was back on the 
scene for Andrea de Adamich, looking 
Slightly the better for its extra two weeks 
;. Friday was spoilt by an engine 
‘a serious trouble chat 
has been striking all the Brabhams recently 
and, since it happens in two different kinds 
necessarily appear to be 
an installation problem. Other than that, 
Andrea was going as weil or better than the 
two works drivers, and approached the week- 
end with some ‘happiness and confidence. 
Neither of the BT42 men were as tranquil, 
Reutemann losing his engine after three laps 
of Friday practice (yes, sudden drop of oil 
Pressure) and spending most of Saturday in 
the pits while a fuel system trouble was 
traced. His car was modified with wing set 
Sin farther back, but he had so little practic 
during which he never quite settled on tyres, 
that there was no clear impression of any 
advantage. A different nose section, minus its 
‘aerofoil, was never tried. Fittipaldi’s car was 
brand ‘new, the spare tub having been 
finished off to replace the shunted Swedish 
car. Wilsinho lost a U-joint in practice at 
fone point, but generally was unhappy and 
couldn't seem to get going quickly no matter 
how hard he tried—not the first time he's 
experienced that sensation. 
‘A multitude of little troubles beset Hill's 
Embassy Shadow—wheels going out of 
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———— 


Jody Scheckter opens up a large lead over Peterson, Stewart, Hulme, 


balance as tyres rotated, loss of the engine 
irscoop, loss of a wing sideplate, slowly 
deteriorating engine—but despite all that 


raham Hill, OBE, was beginning to press on 
and was lapping faster than either of the two 
works cars. In fact on Saturday he was 
nearly 2 s faster than they were, which is 
needless to say an enormous margin in GP 
Practice sessions. It had the works faces 
Wrinkled “up into. introspective tines, by 
stander faces crinkled into amazed lines, and 
Hill's face—Hill's face didn't have any lines 
at all! 


Why the two UOP cars were so painfully 
slower than the Embassy was a puzzle to 
their toiling crewmen, for there was no 
discernible difference in thelr specification, 
(Except their wings were moved farther alt, 
and Oliver tried a low-line airbox) Had Mili 
ot been going so fast the two works drivers 
might have been fairly content, for there was 
good reason why they should not be very 
fast. A set of new brackets to mount the rear 
road springs at a different angle in the 
Interests of better roll control, made up by 
‘an outside supplier, could not be made to fit 
the cars, That meant stiffer springs than 
optimum and a forced choice of oversteering 
handling. Added to that general trouble were 
specific ones—Oliver had a bolt come out of 
the front suspension on Friday and carve a 
wheel in half—so even without the sunny 
‘smiling face of the private driver this would 
have been an unhappy group, 

Jean-Pierre Jarier in the STP March was 
troubled with’ a fuel pickup problem and 
knock-back in the brakes at one point, but 
generally the French boy was going well 
Preparing for the French GP. Not so the other 
Swede, Faces over the “Stock! March 
were as dark as Beuttler’s suntan. Mike was 
limping around the paddock hoping to be 
allowed to drive, but had to agree th 
putting further strain on his Rouen 2. 
damaged ligaments would be foclish at this 
point, so he sat back and worked on his tan 
while Reine Wisell worked on his car. Mike 
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got much the better of the deal, for the 
engine needed changing after five laps of 
Friday practice, and the second was hardly 
better, This was a tired unit straight {rom 
Jarier’s short race at Sweden, but there was 


none other available. Wisell, incidentally, 
brought Goodyears with him to the drive 
Tecno did not arrive at all (see Pit & 


Paddock) 

The rest of the teams on the entry were 
all on Firestones, and with one exception 
they were all ‘distinctly unhappy. This 
troubled firm were apparently in more trouble 
than ever at this cireuit, for a lot of their 
compounds were doing nasty things, They are 
hardworking firm, however, and were offer 
ing not only the familiar 24 x 13in size but 
new lots of 26 x 15in which seemed to offer 


more traction and a better feel. if not neces 
sarily better lap times, Several teams settled 
On the new ones, others went back to the 
old. Mariboro-BRMs were showing little new 
other than the larger tyres, the general feel 
ing was that it isn't something little the cars 
need but something big. a new engine 

The Iso-Marlboros were up to two starters 


again, Henri Pescarolo taking over the origi- 
nal chassis to replace Galli; this car was still 
in nose-radiator form. Howden Ganley's had 
been changed back to side-rads and careful 
additions made to air’ ducting seemed to 
work and keep the temperatures down to 
reasonable levels. But neither driver could 
do much about the handling, which was 
poor. Nor were the Surtees-Fina men enjoy 
ing the south of France; Hallwood went spin 
ning wildly across several acres of it on the 
Wednesday when the rear wing stays broke, 
while when official practice occurred so did 
2 rash of tyre blistering 

But there was one bloke in one car who 
did to the Firestone runners what Hill was 
doing to the Shadow team—James Hunt was 
going like a rocket. Whenever he tried the 
26-inchers he seemed to puncture one, and 
finally went back to the 245. On Saturday he 
finished practice in a vicious spin by the 


Fittipaldi, Cevert and Reutemann on the opening stages. 


pits when @ rear suspension joint broke; but 


ho” matter what went wrong with it) the 
Hesketh March was fast. Absurdly fast, 
faster than it had any right to be if one 


forms one's expectations by reading paper 
work, How could a private car run by happy- 
ko-lucky amateurs so completely” thrash 
established firms who have in grim serious 
ness spent years and millions? 


‘The French GP shaped up as an intriguing 
race, perhaps even a turning point on the 

jendar. Things happened in practice that 
“shouldn't” have happened. What would 


happen in the race? 


RACE 


Some teams have begun to feel the morning 
unofficial test session is too much of a risk; 
land those that passed it up this time inchided 
Tyrrells, March, Isos, and the JPS of Fitti- 
paldi and the Shadow of Follmer, All the rest 
had something left to try out. Peterson tried 
out his exhaustively rechecked fuel system, 
land the grim faces over his car afterwards left 
it unnecessary to ask whether the engine was 
still cutting out and misfiring. At the same 
time the chassis Itself seemed to be pulling 
to one side, so it was given a string-and-tape 
measure treatment. Wisell’s engine was still 
not delivering proper power, despite every: 
thing possible being checked over. Hulme 
and Oliver tried out fresh engines, and found 
them acceptable. After the rather short ses- 
sion ended, the Hill mechanics carried out 
wheel-change practice against the watch. 

‘All that’ happened early in the morning 
For more than five hours then the intense 
southern sun arced slowly up and over & 
scene of supporting races on the short circuit; 
then as the worst of the heat began to fade 
the 25 Grand Prix cars were warmed up once 
more for the 3 pm start. What sort of race 
would it be? Back in 1971 in the first and 
only FI event here, Stewart had rushed away 
from everyone (starting a long controversy 
about the legality of his engine and his fuel) 
Some people expected the same sort of per- 
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formance from him this time, they thought 
his Friday speed was the significant one 
Others suspected that, with the level of 


‘competition nowadays so high, nobody would 
be able to make a clean break, that the long 
straight would act as a leveller in the same 
way as do those at Monza, One might have 
Tong fighting chains that didn't break up. 


They rolled up to the elaborate starting 
area, Stewart on the far right and Scheckter 
in the middle bringing their noses right up 
to the line but Fittipaldi ignoring an official's 
Instruction and leaving a yard of “jumping 
space.” But it was a clean start and the 
whole fleld ripped away as one—except for 
Oliver whose clutch failed to get him more 
than a fow hundred yards, Peterson made an 
excellent charge away from the second row 
fand was among the front row within seconds, 
but Scheckter’s start was just as good and 


James Hunt drove a good race to pick up his first 
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Carlos Reutemann went well to finish third, with second man Cevert behind the Brabham. 


he lead them all away. (It was in fact his 
very first racing start with the M23, as a 
mirror-replacement scramble at the last 
minute took up the time in which he had 
planned to experiment!) The white Yardley: 
mac disappeared from view into the fast first 


esses still in front of everything. 
Peterson shouldered Into second place just 
ahead of Stewart, Hulme, and Fittipaldi 


Whose starting ploy didn't quite work out, 
Cevert was sixth just ahead of Reutemann, 
Tekx, Jarier, and then came a milling indis 
tingulshable crowd of all the rest, sorting 
out their starting order into a racing order 
they could all maintain. The field did in fact 
string out into groups within a couple of 
laps and then those groups gradually broke 
up into single cars with a few pairs of cars 
making a few mini races in the middle. It 
was not unlike the pattern at Sweden—and 
it was thrilling to see that as at Anderstorp 


championship points for Hesketh Racing. 


most of the action wa: 


magnificently, up at 


the front five ‘drivers 


making the race, Scheckter still led, but he 
had Peterson, Stewart, Hulme, and Fittipaldi 
all absolutely jammed together behind, 


Another incredible motor race! 

The McLaren was the fastest of the three 
types along the straight, which meant that 
even with a tow neither the JPS nor the 
Tyrrell drivers could slipstream up alongside 
Scheckter. They did seem to be faster through 
certain of the twisty sections of the track— 
Sithough not. all—but it was not enough to 
sceatch by. Peterson was trying all be knew 
how to try, even a straightforward drag race 
side by side out of the last turn up by the 
pits, but the Yardleymac simply shook off 
the challenge and pulled easily ahead. It 
wasn't on performance that anyone was going 
to pass young Jody. He was driving with 
astonishing control, very fast and hard and 
with kerb-climbing flash, but he was con- 
sistent. He looked completely unworried by 
the glowering eyes of so many stars in his 
mirrors. It wi that’ anyone 
was going to ps 


Hulme was the first to go, 
suddenly on th with 
familiar damp story! Then two laps later it 


was Stewart's turn, as he Jet Fittipaldi slip 
ahead and finally stopped for a change. As 
with the McLaren it was a soft left rear, and 
once he'd changed it he was away again 
smartly in 13th place. Hulme, however, since 
he was stopped anyway, had’ both rear tyres 
changed to the same harder compound that 
Scheckter was using and resumed nearly at 
the back. But it so happened that he resumed 
right where he'd dropped out, that Is right 
with the leading bunch, a full lap plus a few 
lengths behind—but in'a near-perfect tactical 
position to come to the defence of his superb 
young team-mate. The only thing that could 
make it even more perfect a position was to 
be in front of the two Specials, and Denny 
set about that with renewed vigor. 

‘Once Fittipaldi had gone ahead of Stewart, 
he closed up on his team-mate and, a couple 
of laps later, Peterson waved him on ahead 
He had tried everything he could to take 
Scheckter, but his engine was still misfiring 
lat over 10,000 on the straight and he thought 
perhaps Emerson might have the necessary 
fraction more urge. But there was someone 
else with more urge, 
blew by as well. It wi 
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‘overall positions, of course, for really the 
Second M23 was a lap behind—ut it had 
Overcome half the problem facing the leading 
M23, Denny closed up on Emerson hard, right 
up his tail, What an unbelievably close race 
this was! And what a marvellous performance 
froma young man in only his third Grand 
Prix! One JPS had been replaced by another, 
this one with a world champion glowering 
from it, but Jody treated him as he had the 
other. And ic must have helped a bit to see 
yet another world champion behind that, but 
on his side, 

‘The BRMs, like most cars, were struggling 
round unhappily, and presently the leaders 
came across the slowest of them, Regazzoni’s. 
Clay did pull out of the way when he could, 
but for a moment he split them apart and 
Jody suddenly had gained a second on Fitti- 
paldi, Now we would see something . . . ah, 
within two more laps Emerson had caught 
back up and jammed his chisel nose right up 
tight again. 

Next BRM they came across was Beltoise's 
They. picked him up at the end of the 


straight, too late for any of them to duck by Seaham Hilt’s Embassy Shadow hed ite best GP to date tn finishing 
eee eiteeh anemia teenimiatiinn | _- Crane sate Rubeary Shratew: Pot Wal yew. 92295 La Thugs Nac 
ste end” of the circuit. The Frenchman paldi apparently decided on the instant that bone, and Emerson could drive it only far 
Gnllke his Swiss counterpart did not simply his one and only chance had come. As the enough away from the corner to be past the 
Move over, he held his line and maintained McLaren eased back, the JPS dived down to run-off area kerbing, away from immediate 
Picwett in front of them all the way through the inside. And rammed its left front wheel danger. Then he walked across the track and 
thar section, perhaps a mile of track As they against the right side radiator pod of the went looking for Scheckter. 
ail came round the long left-hander towards M23. There was our fabulous GP, all ruined. 
the pits, and braked for the tight right Tn the next instant the McLaren rear wh Hulme went on ahead all by ‘himself, un- 
tnhabe"n to the pits straight, the leaders rode up over the JPS front, tossing it a lapped now, and doing the best race lap two 
Were still ine nosesto-tall chain right Behind good five feet up in the air. It came down aps from the end (1 m 50.99 5), leaving 
the BRM. Sgain, and Jody collected himself quickly Peterson to settle into an oh-so-gentle drive 
Scneekter remarked later that he had and tore off up the straight, Peterson and to the finish. Really gentle—never have gear 
acctheckter Samaras One corner where it Hulme having gained hardly anything at all changes gone through 0 smoothly. Ronnie 
decided that, ins wt force a way by some: before he was. moving. But it wasn’t any wanted to finish this race! 
Une who didn't want to give way, that like good. Coming down left front f had In the dozen laps of breathing space left 
the hairpin at Mallory Park both cars needed —_overstresse, Suspension on that corner. we could take stock of what had been happening 
the hairpin at Mallory Parable, There was a and the belly of the car was dragging the behind. Cevert found, soon after the start, 
to ae socight coming up ina few more road. Around to the pits he drove is sled, that his engine was off song. and he could 
good Tne strreN ait anather second or two. and came in for a face-to-face with Fittipaldi, —_not__keep up with the leading quintet. In 
See ie Sods on His, normal. ee, Dt Be 8 The JPS had torn its left front suspension fact he couldn't keep up with the next man 
So he settled on Mi that of Beliolse, Fitti; apart, severing completely the lower wish- either, and Reutemann passed him and went 
Rear-shot of the leading battle in the order: Scheckter, Peterson, Stewart, Hulme and Fittipaldt. 
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Treating it as a test s 


fon alone in sixth. Then, alone on the track, 
Carlos threw it away with a quick spin at 
the pits-straight turn, When he. straightened 
it out Cevert had gone by, and the Brabham 
was no longer able to reel in the ‘Tyrrell. 
Well behind still was Ickx, the Ferrari be 
having like needing 

but towards 
n to close on 


been Stewart, attling back up 
through the eld as hard as he could, in 
search of points if nothing else, As the last 
few laps reeled away all three men came 
together; Stewart managed to squeeze by 
Ickx (three points instead of two!) but Reut 
mann refused to give up his third place. Six 
laps from the end, as he was crossing the 
last gap to the Brabham and was catching 
it at 1 or 2 8 a lap, Stewart did his own best 
race lap (1m 51.0 5), but he couldn't get by 
the Argentine driver once he'd come up be- 
hind, 

Into sixth drove James Hunt, after a long 
race free both of trouble and excitement, for 
he was all alone all the way, far ahead of 
‘any group he on paper “ought” to have been 
with, One thing alone handicapped Lord Hes 
keth's young protégé—the new big airscoop 
came loose partway through and rather than 
wait to be black-flagged James veered the 
March from side to side until it fell off. It 
nly cost him about 260 revs on the straight, 

Another man to praise was—wait for it— 
Graham Hill. For a long time early in the 
race the Embassy Shadow was at the head 
of a furious string of cars, chief among 
which was the second Ferrari which had been 
carving up the charts from the back. Mer- 
zario was having a terrible time behind, 
shaking his fist whenever he wasn't trying 
some manoeuvre to get by, but Hill wasn't 
about to be put off by the likes of little Art. 
Still the Ferrari driver struggled, and at one 
Point actually got alongside in the 
the outside and succeeded only in pushing 

imself far off line. So busy was he sorting 
imself out and waving his fist in the short 
bit before the right-hand 90, that he failed 
to guard against Wilson Fittipaldi who had 
been coming up from farther down the chart 
at an even greater rate, and who now slipped 
by coming out of the 90 and powered on 
ahead! The Ferrari fell back, gnashing its 
teeth. 

F3 racer Brian Henton had been standing 
‘on the sidelines watching all this, and he was 
in raptures about the “new” Graham Hill 
“They've been saying he's all washed up, but 
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ssion, Rikki von Opel’s Ensign finished 15th in i 


first-ever race. 


look at him—he's driving like a man of 201 


Hill's run flagged a bit later on, 
out of 

occurred 

distance, 
snapped. On the 

Embassy Shadow fell into the clutches 

Beltoise 


for the 
Dalance condition that had 
in practice recurred at about half 
nd later still a stay for the rear 

‘very last lap the 

the 
Marlboro. BRM, and JP. actually 
but on the straight with his wing 
H had enough extra speed to get by 


again and save his 10th place, 
‘There wasn't much but sadness for every 
fone else. Poor Wilsinho lost the value of his 


stirring drive 
throttle mechanism 
and began sticking shu! 


the lap chart. when his 
somehow deranged Itself 
he retired after a 


pit stop when the crew noticed that anyway 


& drive-shaft. boot 


V-joint 


did in fact seize on Jarier's car, 


Feason, and a halfshaft stopped de Adamich's 


and the 
A joint 
for no good 


had come apai 


must necessarily soon. fail 


run, while poor Wisell's engine went com: 


A memorable moment for Ronnie Peterson. 


pletely after a pit stop to fix a fuel leak, 
Pace stopped for a change of re 


struggled unhappily on, but Hailw 
for good with the engine pouring 

it was thought, to the scavenge ha 

mescarolo retired the Iso with overhe: 

but Ganley soldiered on to the bitter end 
despite a broken wing stay which he reported 
but did not fix in a pit stop, Follmer joined 


his unlucky mate Oliver in retirement when 


twice the car stopped dead suddenly on the 
circuit. The first time by climbing out and 
Jiggling wires he got it going ("Let George 
fix it") But two laps later it quit again and 
$0 did he 

McLaren were s0 pleased with their race, 
despite its outcome, that there was almost a 
party atmosphere in their garage afterward. 
They are really right there at last, Sweden 


was no fluke, and their new-boy is a genuine 
star. If this F1 bubble lasts for another fort 
night, Silverstone should be a fabulous race 


1973) 
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First, for 
he first time. 


Announcing something we've very 
nearly announced a few times before. 

Ronnie Peterson has won a 
Grand Prix. 

Not almost won. Not finished a 
close second. But for the very first 
time, he’s come first.In Sunday’s 
French Grand Prix. 

Of course, we're delighted. 

But not surprised. 

We're Texaco. 

We make the ordinary Texaco 
petrol and Havoline oil that Mr. Peterson drives on. 

And right now, we can’t think of anything we'd rather be 
announcing than that Ronnie Peterson drove on Texaco 
to his first Grand Prix first. 

Except, of course, that Ronnie 
Peterson drove on Texaco to his second 
Grand Prix first. 
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Nought to a hundred: 65 seconds. 


YARDLEY 


Ahundred to nought: 37seconds. 


If we can stop the Yardley McLaren this quickly, 
imagine what we can do for your car. Fines | 


Denny Huime’s e 3 is “ ments (with a 12-month warranty) to match the | ¥avemsl rales 


465 bhp. engine which, weight and performance of very nearly every car 
and Beck clutch, takes it from rest to 100 yn the road 


in 6.5 seconds. And chances are that includes the car 
To stop it in around half that time, it ou drive. 

fitted with Lockheed brakes, de: y matter what it is. No matter how fast 

to match its weight and performan: 


There are also Lockheed brake rep 2P Lockheed Brakes 


Fit them and see how fast you stop. 
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Experienced French F3 man Jacques Laffite 
scored yet another easy win at Paul Ricard in 
the John Player/French Championship round 
Supporting the Grand Prix. Both the two heats 
and the final were very disappointing and con- 
tained very little close racing. As at Monaco 
it was another bad meeting for British based 
runners, the only person to salvage anything 
was the Japanese Masami Kuwashima in the 
Reytsan Racing March-Holbay who drove very 
sensibly in the final to take an excellent third 
place behind Pierre-Francols _ Rousselot’s 
‘March. Alain Serpaggi (Alpine-Renault) was 
fourth with Benard Beguin (Martini) and Jean- 
Pierre Paoli (Martini) fifth and six. 

The two heats on Saturday were won by 
Laffite and Serpaggi, both races being as bor- 
ing as the final. It has become fairly tradi 
tional in recent years to have a round of the 
major international F3 championship support- 
ing the French GP, and this year although it 
Was a late addition to the calendar, was no 
exception. The Ricard race attracted all the 
leading contenders from England for the John 
Player Championship, but unlike Monaco, most 
of the mid-fleld runners from Britain decided 
to give the race a miss. The most notable of 
the absentees from Britain was Damien Magee 
whose Brabham BT41 has been sold in Ireland 
although it was expected that the new owner 
‘would enter it for Magee in the Player rounds. 

‘As well as the leading British contestants, 
‘obviously the cream of the French F3 circus 
turned up plus a few Scandinavians. The entry 
totalled 39 cars which were split up into 
two heats for practice purposes. They were 
then all lumped together and the grids for 
the two 15 lap heats, held on Saturday, were 

senate times, 
the two heats, run in 
‘extremely hot conditions, lined up as follows: 


(marcngiiey” 739) 
‘! ar 


Fishy 
canine “Rerpalt "RBeo 


‘As expected times were very close, Jacques 
ffite, who had his first F3 race back in the 
late "60s with a l-litre car, continued his 
recent good form with his BP. sponsored 
Martini-Holbay Mk12 to take pole position 
with a1 m 21.0 s. (The race incidentally was 
‘on the short circuit, not the GP track.) Alain 
Serpaggi's Alpine-Renault was next up show- 
ing no signs of its Rouen exploits. Best placed 
Englishman was Ian Taylor's Chris Andrews 
entered Baty March-Holbay which was 0.4 s 
slower than Laffite. Of the other British based 
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In the hot sun on Sunday, Jacques Laffite 


Martini leads Pierre-Francois Rousselot's March, 


with Bernard Beguin (4) and Jean Ragnotti coming into the picture. 


PAUL RICARD F3 


Laffite yet aga 


in, but generally 


tedious racing 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


runners Johnny Gerber was best placed, ninth 
quickest, with the Ippokampos Brabham- 
Vegantune BT41. The car is now running Fire- 


stones instead of Goodyears and he had 
obviously benefited from private testing at 
the circuit for most of the week. Masami 


Kuwashima (Reystan March) and Aian Jones 
(DART GRD) were 11th and 12th the latter 
having float level problems in his Vegantune 
engine but nevertheless quite happy. There 
was a chance that Jones would drive a new 
narrow GRD but after testing at Snetterton on 
Monday when he equalled his 373 times with 
the new car it was decided to leave the new 
car at home until Silverstone where its 
Superior straight line penetration will come 

Tony Brise was surprisingly low down in 
15th place with the Kent Messenger March: 
Holbay suffering as much from cockpit trouble 
as anything else, Russell Wood was also well 
back in the Chequered Flag March suffering 
from a very poor Novamotor engine. 

‘One very disappointing non-starter was the 
‘Cowangie Kid, Larry Perkins. His GRD was 
totally wrecked in a practice accident when a 
tyre went flat and sent him very hard into 
the Armco. Perkins was lucky to escape with 
a broken finger and a few bruises. 


two or three seconds clear of the small bunch 
behind him but at half distance, his engine 
went off and he lost power down the straights 
Rousselot, Paoli, Ethuin and Kuwashima closed 
right up on him but it was not until the 14th 
and penultimate lap that Rousselot was able 
to get by the well driven Baty March. Ethuin 
who had moved up well from a tardy start 
9 able to get past Taylor on the same 
and took third with Taylor fourth. 
Kuwashima moved sensibly in the pack, show- 
ing a new found maturity and coolness which 
will make him a real threat very soon, and 
took sixth just ahead of Laffite's team ‘mate 
Paoli. Just 1.3 s covered the second five cars 
while Gerber, who claimed to have gearbox 
trouble, was only a further 0.7 s down 
although he was never in contention. Brise 
and Wilds were both rather disappointing for 
no explicable reason 


Chequered Flag man suffering giant engine 
problems throughout the weekend. Brian Hen 
ton Was next to last having had three spins 
with his GRD after reaching 10th place at 
one stage. Luckily he put in a decently quick 
lap early on and easily qualified for the final, 


HEAT 1 


HEAT 2 


it was Laffite who sat on pole for the first 
heat and he made a very neat start which gave 
him a handy lead into the first corner with 
Taylor, who had made a slow getaway, lead. 
ing the rest of the field. Laffite made good 
use of his early advantage and almost immedi 
ately opened up a couple of seconds on Taylor 
who immediately drew clear of Rousselot’s 
March, Paoli, Kuwashima, Gerber, Ethuin, 
Brise, Wilds, Henton, Andersson, Lewis, 
Tyrrell, Wood, Svensson, Doetsch and Zetter- 
strom. 

Laffite extended his lead gradually every 
lap and a comfortable win never looked in 
doubt and eventually he won by 16 s. Taylor 
‘was also going well in second place keeping 


The second heat was ax boring as the first 
‘The two Alpines sat on the front row and with 
Serpaggi making an extremely good start, 
nobody else got a look in, Ragnotti was rather 
hairy getting away and nearly nipped in front 
of Leclere but the Alpine man showed his 
class and coolness and moving unruffied into 
Second place. From then on the two works 
Alpines drew away relentlessly from the rest 
of the field never more than a couple of 
seconds apart. Bernard Beguin clouted Alan 
Jones’ DART GRD into the first corner and 
was able to make a break, soon getting past 
Ragnottl, He installed his Martini safely into 
third place which he held until the end. 

‘The only interest in the race lay in the 


cu 


quiet six car battle for fourth place. Ragnotti win. who had just passed Brise was caught out by 


fed for most of the early. laps with Max, Second place was fought for the majority next time round and. spun dropping 
Dahiqvist, Jones (with one corner slightly of the race by Rousselot, who passed Serpaggi 12th to 16th. He did his best to make 
deranged after Beguin’s attempts to pass him on lap four, Leclere and Beguin. Although st ground but only managed 13th 
and Albera. Jones drove the works GRD they were running virtally nose to tail there a Cudini 

very sensibly however with no heroics and was no actual dicing going on, just a case Alan Jones and Russell Wood had been 
Tnoved up the bunch well to take the lead of follow my leader. Leclere passed Serpagei circulating in company with Wilds after his 
three laps from the end finally finishing 0.63 on lap 13 and held the place for five laps, spin, oth in serious engine trouble. Jones 
ahead of the ragged Ragnottl. Max, who with having the first of two spins which eventually spun when 14th and then slowed 
fis experience showld really be more con: him ‘to ‘ith and. finally “Iith, dramatically in the final two laps as the engine 
petitive, was a further 05's down just ahead Rousselot was driving very well, reminiscent started to clatter. He finished a very sad 
Of Albera, Cudini moved up the field well in of his form two years ago. and never lost 22nd. Wood was no better off with his engine 
his Ell Martin-Holbay and caught and passed his “second place from lap four to the end. than in the heat and he soldiered round to 
Dahiqvist two laps from home pipping him  Beguin dropped out of things in the second take 14th a couple of seconds ahead of Dahl 
by 0.3 3. Well behind them Guitteny's dis half of the race as Kuwashima and Paoli qvist. What of lan Taylor? Unfortunately his 
appointing Alpine had a long dice with Liung- joined in. It was Kuwashima who was really osecone was badly damaged in a first lap 
{eldt while the rest of the field were well the star of the race, driving with his head coming together and bits of fibreglass. clut 


strung out behind. Of the other British con- and consistently picking up places. After tered up the rear suspension. The car just 
testants, Ken Sedgley was many laps behind holding fourth place since Leclere’s first spin did not handle and he rapidly dropped down 
in his Ensign having been involved ina three he edged nearer and nearer the others u the lap chart finally Snishing 19th 

car spinnage on lap three laps {rom the end, he made ‘Allin alla very boring. race which has 


The competitors for the 30 


jap final lined effort and p 
with no trouble and was right on Ri 
ail at the flag, with Serpaggi fourth 


wut in his bid. He passed Se done nothing to improve the image of F3 
asselor's at all. It appears that the change of regula. 
the end of this year may bring an 

F 


Beguin w h four seconds adrift with in France as a ula Supe 
Pee aise Moved ‘up tne field sensibly, Renault is planned and is attracting big money 
sixth! Ragnotti and Albera had shadowed him fom sponsors. 


FINAL them threaten each other seriously. Johnny 
Thirty cart Uned up Tor the final on Sunday Gerber drove another good race. and at last 
Tuings faugured badly for the chances of any sort of talent. He moved the works-run Brab 
Anas atures Cwueh ‘Sones? caging refused ham neatly” through the field He goU up 
Eriuimre onthe Guiamy grid, Byline time he 10th just_after hall distance before. blotting 
had ‘been pushed the fag had’ dropped and his copybook slightly with spin 

Re‘was about two rows from the back instead sdmitrediy a tary” olly wrack. Mi 


made the best start and led for the fiest two up. the los sing Et 


laps from Laffite, Rousselot, Beguin, Ragnotth, spinning Lecle 


Kawashima, T Ethuin, Paoli, Brise, se had been in f the Mexican at one 
Gerber, Max, Guitteny, Wilds, Cudini, stage, but his tweak to induce more unde 
Andersson, Lewis, Jones and the rest Steer, undoing the rear roll-bar, made the ca 
‘Serpaggi’s lead went on lap three when ener on. three wheels and” unhai ne 
Lame just drove ‘straight past him. From slipped down the fleld. He eventual ed 
then on for the final 28 laps the BP Racing Diep 10 when Max, who should know 
Martini never looked like losing. Eventually better, rammed him and ripped the \e 
he won by 92s. A fine but extremely boring off, the Martini man also retired. Mike Wilds ek: 
Sunday jam with a difference : Ragnotti (1) leads Phitippe Albera (partial ty hidden), and Jean Max (9). On the right, Christian Rthuin leads ta 


Taylor's Baty March and Tony Brise’s Kent Messenger March (37) while Alan Jones (30) ts also visible 
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SHAWSPEED PREPARATIONS LTD 


BARRACK YARD 
HIGH STREET 
TARVIN 
CHESTER 
Tet: 0829 40133 


Boring, balancing, crank grinding, bearings, gaskets, camshalts 


and modified cylinder heads to customers requirements 


EDGEDALE GARAGE 
EDGEDALE ROAD 
SHEFFIELD 7 
Tok: 0742 581952 


Dellorto Agents & Fiat Specialists 


EMERY CARS 1971 LTD 


2 ASPENLEA ROAD 
LONDON w6 
Tol: 01-385 9585 


Deliorto Agents. Specialists in all types of engine preperation 
and tuning 


WESTUNE LTD 


CROWN LANE 
HORWICH 
LANCS BL6 SHW 


Alfa Romeo Agents 


Twin cam specialists 
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AUTOSPORT GUIDE TD 
DELLORTo~™” 


SOUTAR & RHODES 
UNION MILLS 
HARROGATE 
BRADFORD 2 

Tek: 0274 630865 
Rolling Road Facilities 


Specialists for inlet and exhaust manifolds 
SS 


PERFORMANCE ENGINE SERVICES 
(MIDLANDS) 
HALESOWEN ROAD 
NETHERTON 
DUDLEY 
worcs 
Tel: Cradley Heath 69772 
Competition preparstion, engine tuning, eonversions 
and rebuilds 


PARKSPEED ENGINEERING 
71A CHURCH STREET 
BURTON LATIMER 
NORTHANTS 
Tok: 053 672 3577 


AUTO ACCESSORIES 
518 HERTFORD ROAD 
ENFIELD 
MIDDLESEX 
Tok: 01-361 1299 


Specialist in V6 engines 


MONZA 


Roger Williamson's March-BMW on its way to a 17 5 win. 


Williamson’s first F2 win 


By IAN PHILLIPS 


It was a great 
‘one’ of the. be 
the F2. Monza 


ottery. Having 


first heat. 
rock-ape tactics and set off last 
in the first heat some 11 


‘almost immediately though and he ha 


by. five seconds.  Depaill 


seater career he scored a convincing 


‘At the start of the second, however, he was pushed off by Vittorio 
rom the first corner. Patrick Depailler, who finished second 
adrift, led by 
with a fantastic display of level headed, determined 
ip the fleld and took the lead with six laps to go. His enth 
to miss a chicane. 
time lost he re-eaught the Elf and took the lead four 
had peed misfire for most 


having driven 
17s win in 
ole position with the Wheateroft March-BMW (for 
the second time in two meetings) he scored a fairly comfortable and easy win in the 


bill 


rly treble this margin, but Williamson 
ind rapid driving fought his way 


admitted there was nothing he could do about the flying March. 


Of the other I 
and fourth overall 


spectively, 


Coulon and Derek Bell finished, third 
‘and Vittorio Brambilla had accidents 


and Colin Vandervell’s engine blew up comprehensively. 


It is too late for Willlamson to be able to feature in the championship now with races 
being cancelled all the time but perhaps the most interesting thing left to happen in 


not at Monza) 
will be worth waiting for. 


Incidentally the only 
present to see his 


ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The Monza Lottery F2 race was scheduled 
for its now traditional mid-week running to 
coincide with one of the many Italian 
national holidays. Coming just four days after 
Rouen and clashing with the first day of 
practice for the French GP it was not sur 
Prising that the entry was rather thin. The 
Sfficial list contained some 40 odd entries 
but this seemed pure speculation on behalf of 
the organisers who were only prepared to 
start 20 in any case, As it turned out 21 
people turned up although some of them were 
Of doubtful F2 quality. Practice was held in 
two 90-minute sessions on Thursday which 
was very hot and sticky. 

‘Sitting on pole position for the second 
time in two outings with the brand new 
Wheatcroft. March-BMW was Roger William- 
son. After his engine failure at Rouen the 
team had been to Munich to pick up and fit 
a new engine, reputed to be giving 274 bhp, 
and they arrived at the circuit halfway 


fotege’s first ever F2 victory. 


30 


ce between championship 
‘Williamson; It probably will not happen until August but it 


leader Jean-Pierre Jarier (who 


ad part of the meeting was that Tom Wheateroft could not be 


through the first session having driven non- 
stop through the night. Although Williamson 
had never seen Monza before he managed 
just three flying laps in that first session and 
wound up third fastest! “I was so sleepy 
T'could not find any cornerst” In a further 
nine flying laps in the afternoon he went 
even quicker and ended up with a time of 
1m 42.2 s which gave him pole position 
by 0.14 5. At mo time in the session did he 
get a tow so he was quietly confident of 
going even quicker. Although he thought that 
the car was no quicker in a straight line than 
any of his serious rivals the real advantage 
seemed to be gained under braking for the 
two chicanes and acceleration coming out. 
He dinged a front wheel badly which, it was 
discovered too late to remedy, also deranged 
the right hand front suspension and front 
bulkhead. 

Next up on 1 m 42.56 5 was Vittorio Bram. 
billa in his Beta Tools March fitted for the 
first time with a Schnitzer BMW engine. Hav- 
ing forsaken Rouen, Vittorio, this year's most 


consistent finisher in F2 races, was really 
determined to do well on his home ground. 
It took him a long time to get going really 
quickly but after smashing a rear wheel he 
Started trying hard towards the end of the 
final session and surprised one or two people 
with his speed. The Schnitzer engine seems 
to rev much higher than the works mills 
giving off a really piercing note and seems 
to have just as much power. 

‘Third quickest and off the front row for 
the first. time this year was Jochen Mi 
inthe Matchbox Team Surtees Surtees-Fina 
Tsis-Hart. Mass, who has been driving so 
well recently, was easily quickest in the first 
Session and after a few laps in the afternoon 
he sat on the pit wall confident of pole 
position. Suddenly just before the end the 
Surtees camp realised that other people had 
gone quicker so Jochen was hurriedly sent 
Sut again. He managed just three timed laps 
the best of which was 42.95 s. With the 
times so close and with the prospect of a 
big slipstreaming race the grid position was 
not entirely relevant but Jochen wanted to be 
on the front row. There had been a slight 
handling problem with the TS15 over the 
bumps of Monza and some harder springs 
were fitted for the 15 m unofficial session on 
Friday morning which cured the fault. Just 
(03s slower than Mass was Jacques Coulon 
in the Antar-sponsored March-BMW which 
was still being tended to by Brian Lewis 
Racing. Although the Frenchman never seemed 
entirely happy his 1m 42.98 was an ex- 
tremely respectable time, 

Colin Vandervell would undoubtedly have 
been much quicker but he had £o sit out 
most of the second session after his March- 
BMW had received rear end damage at the 
first chicane. Although he was second quick- 
est. in the. morning session Vandervell. still 
had the vibration trouble which affected him 
at Rouen and was none too confident that 
the transmission would stand up. When the 
clutch was removed after Rouen, it was found 
to be completely wrecked, a new one was 
fitted for the first session but the vibration 
Still continued so the one which Was used at 
Hockenheim and gave no trouble was fitted 
which cured the problem. When the accident 
Secured he had got down to 43.438, The 
Shunt was inexplicable, Colin said that had 
he made a mistake he could have gone 
straight on up the escape road but the car 
just swung round as it vibrated under brak- 
ing and the rear caught the armco damaging 
the wing set up and the oil tank and cooler, 
He was none too confident about the engine 
lasting either as it was doing its fourth race, 
a spare was at the airport but unreleased be- 
Cause of the holiday 

Patrick Depailler missed the whole of the 
second session when his Elf Coombs Alpine 
Wf-Hart suffered yet another gearbox failure, 
Trouble fitting a new box meant that he had 
to be a spectator as the others improved 
their times. His 44.70 5 set in the morning 
‘was still sixth fastest however, and it was the 
thought of him lurking on ‘the third row 
which really worried the front men. The 
Zearbox was finally fitted in time for the 
Unofficial session and in no time at all 
Depailler was down in the low 43 s bracket, 

Derek Bell was back in the second works 
Surtees-Hart TS15, the car which Jose Dol 
hem drove and shunted at Rouen. As a 
seasoned Monza campaigner his 44.79 5 was 
little disappointing although he spent 30 m 
stranded on the circuit’ when he ran 
out of petrol. Tino Brambilla was the next 
man up nearly a second slower than Bell in 
his old March 712 now converted to take 
a Schnitzer BMW engine. His 732 is still not 
back together following his Nivelles accident 
but Tino, who probably knows Monza better 
than anyone, was quite happy with his 45.40 
especially as he received a fresh screamer 
BMW unit before the race. Italian F2 new- 
comer Gabriele Serblin. was next up on 
45.83 s. Serblin, who had impressed many 
people with his handling on a March-BMW 
73S sportscar this year was at the wheel of 
‘Andrea. de. Adamich’s Fina Brabham-Hart 
BT40, Serblin being a Fina sponsored driver. 
De Adamich was on hand for the first session 
of practice and in fact did a few laps in the 
car before departing for the French GP. 
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Serblin was certainly impressive with his 
handling of the car and it would be interest 
ing to see him in it again. Hiroshi Kazato was 
making his first ever visit to Monza with the 
singleton team Nippon GRD 273 fitted with 
a Racing Services rebuilt BDG. After damaging 
‘a nose early on in the first session he got 
going better in the afternoon to do a 1 m 
46.02 s but was not at all happy with the 
power that the BDG was giving. Also BDG 
powered was Silvio Moser’s Marlboro Surtees 
TS10/15, He suffered a cracked engine frame 
and missed much of the second session and 
failed to better 1 m 46.29 5. Bill Gubelmann 
missed out Rouen while awaiting a new BMW 
engine for his smart Woolferace March. With 
it fitted he gave his best performance to date 
in F2_getting down to a 1 m 46.63 to make 
him 12th fastest 

Brett Lunger was another who missed out 
the second session, A fresh Geoff Richardson 
converted Broadspeed BDA arrived in the 
morning but required a great deal of replumb- 
ing In the semi-works Chevron B25 so after 
Setting a 46.97 3 in the morning with the 
under powered 1930 Smith engine Brett had 
to make do with a lowly grid position 


replaced the Racing Services engine in his GRS 
run GRD 273. He managed a 1 m 47.04 s after 

fear wheel early on in the 
afternoon. Francois Migault turned up with 
his now privately run Ecurie Elmat Pygmee 
MDBIS. Thankfully the dreadful misfire which 
annoyed everyone at Rouen disappeared from 
the Racing Services BDA and Migault was 
much happier recording a 47.43 s. A BDG 
was fitted overnight in time for the race. 
The mysterious and ancient looking “ Shangry 
La" turned up again in his ex-de Adamich 
Etienne Ainger sponsored Surtees TS10 
Novamotor and trundled round unobtrusively 
in 1 m 48.96 8, Robert Salisbury brought the 
Gerard Racin TS15 fitted with an 
ex-Hesketh Brian Hi 
1m 51.83 5 in the morning 
the rest of practice while the fly 
bolted back on to the engine. Swiss amateur 
Georges Schaofer seems to specialise in buy- 
ing up ancient F2 chassis. Following his 
MeLaren M4A and Chevron B18 he arrived at 
Monza with an ex-works Pygmee MDB17 
fitted with a Smith BDA. After spewing out 
all the oll early in the morning it did a few 
more laps in the afternoon, the best of which 
was Im 52.77 8. British hillclimber Bob 
Marsland enjoyed his first taste of F2 at 
Nivelles and brought along his Brabham 
BT36 Hart on his way to the Trento Bondone 
hiliclimb and did a 1 m 55.70 s. Unknown 
Italian Ettore Ricci turned up with an ex- 
Brambilla March 712-Novamotor which looked 
scruffy and went slowly; his best lap being 
1 m 58.14 s. The Swiss Jo Vonlanthen only 
managed one lap of official practice before the 
Smith BDA in his GRD blew up. He was 
unable to replace it in time for the afternoon 
and his 2 m 26.12 s was obviously the slowest 
find put him 2ist and first reserve on the 
arid. 


HEAT 1 


‘The first of the two 20 laps heats did not 
start until four o'clock on Friday afternoon, 
by which time the sun was really high in 
the sky and it was sweltering hot. All 21 
cars that had practised did the warm up 
lap behind a pace car before forming up on 
the grid. Coulon went straight into the pits 
with'an electrical problem and was not in 
place when the grid was flagged away so 
Vonlanthen was able to start. He didn’t get far 
though as when he applied the brakes for the 
first chicane the pedal went to the floor and 
his GRD went straight on through a catch 
fence, then some straw bales and on to the 
disused banked track before stopping. 
‘Through the first chicane it was Brambilla 
who led—fractionally—from Williamson, Mass 
and Depailler. In the middle of the field there 
was mild chaos as somebody nudged Serblin up 
the kerb and he lost his nosecone and retired 
immediately. Coulon started about 30 5 
behind from the pits while Migault was 
pushed away from the grid with a broken 
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oll pipe on his new engine. 

‘At the end of the first fap Vittorio, who 
had anticipated the start by a couple of 
Jengths, had a few lengths lead over Mass 
who had Williamson trying to squeeze down 
the inside into the chicane. Slightly farther 
back was Depailler with Vandervell glued to 
his tail and. then already well back was 
Tino B. with Bell and Moser shadowing him. 
Lunger and Kazato were fairly close behind 
while Gubelmann, Salisbury, Schaefer, Ricci, 
Marsland, Coulon’and a clutchless Mcinerney 
‘completed the field. 

Vittorio B. seemed to hold his three or 
four lengths in the lead for a few lap as 
Williamson really gave Mass some stick 
Going into the first chicane for the fifth time 
though Roger, coming up the inside line, left 
his braking later than ever, twitched slightly 
as he hit the new surface, and shot past Mass, 
There was no way Williamson was going to 
play any waiting game with Vittorio however 
he wanted the front place. Having passed 
Mass he closed up with Jochen on his tail 
just waiting. When Williamson got on the tail 
of the Italian March he tried first one side 
then the other lap after lap at every oppor- 
tunity—a brave thing to do against such a 
man. It paid off though on lap 11, a lap 
of dramatic change in all the leading’ places. 
Going into the second chicane Williamson 
mentally tightened his crutch straps a little 
bit more, got alongside. They both braked, 
both twitched and the normally belligerent 
unforgiving Brambilla had met his match. He 
had to let the Wheatcroft car through, and he 
never smelled it again as when they arrived at 
the first chicane next time round Vittorio 
went straight on and restarted well back 
Mass had been sitting right behind the two 
Marches not letting them get away at all but 
‘as Roger passed Vittorio, Jochen came out of 
the second chicane too tight, slid wide and 
the car spun round and into the barrier 
wrecking one side. This elevated Depailler 
who had been a steady couple of seconds 
behind in the rather twichy Elf to third which 
became second when Brambilla had his no 
sense. Vandervell, who had been shadowing 
the Frenchman, also went out on lap 11 when 
his BMW engine put a rod through the side 
and ended his unhappy meeting. 

‘So by now, lap 11, the field had thinned 
drastically as other people dropped out farther 
back. Coulon, unhappy because he had a rev- 
limiter which’ caused his late start, drove really 
well through the field and on lap 11 caught 


ed Tino B. into fourth place. Bell 
up a long way down but catching, 
he had committed an indiscretion 


(actually it was more like discretion) at the 
Second chicane; entering it at no more thi 

20 mph Derek thought ft just a little unwise 
to try to get through on his line and took 
the escape road rather than bend it. He then 
had Kazato on his tail although his lack of 
power meant there was no way of getting 


Past. Bell too was losing precious horses 
‘as the engine overheated badly. Gubelmann 
had moved up well and was only a couple of 
hundred yards behind Kazato but he was only. 
destined to have one more lap before a wire 
to the fuel pump broke, All the rest led by 
McInerney were lapped. This only included 
Schaefer, Ricci and Marsland. Of the retire- 
ments Lunger had moved up to seventh and 
was going well until on lap seven the engine 
went bang. This just after he passed Moser 
who only lasted another half lap before 
attempting to climb through the first chicane 
instead of driving through it. He got five 
feet in the air but not much farther. Salis 
bury had retired, not unexpectedly, on the 
second lap when’ 11th as the flywheel bolts 
cried “enough” once more. 

‘After the all-change lap 11 there was little 
further drama, Williamson with a good 11 s 
over Depailler dropped the revs a little 
as the engine gota shade hot, and braked 
a little earlier and cruised home a comfort- 
able winner. Depailler, misfiring at high speed 
due to injection problems, was unflustered in 
second although Vittorio, locking brakes 
almost every lap closed the gap a little bit 

‘oulon could not hope to get any higher 
than fourth after his sensibly rapid drive 
which gave him a good margin over Bell who 
had his work cut ‘out to keep the persistent 
Tino B behind him, Kazato was the last 
unlapped runner. Marsland finished two laps 
down while McInerney was four behind hav- 


ing made a pit stop when the drive 
disappeared altogether’ on a couple of 
occasions, 

HEAT 2 


Just 11 cars came on to the grid for the 
‘Second heat; Gubelmann, Ricci and Vonlan 
then rejoining the fray, the latter with much 
borrowed bodywork ‘and an extensively 
repaired front end. Melnerney, who was still 
running at the end of the first heat, did not 
reappear as the clutch could not be changed 
in time, 

One ‘or two people wondered after the 
start of the first heat whether or not pole 
position was on the wrong side of the track 
and the start of the second heat proved It 
with very dramatic results which turned what 
Tooked like being a boring event into a very 
exciting one, The car on the outside of the 
grid has the inside line for the first chicane 
and providing he makes a good start and 

level with pole man down the short 
straight he gets through the corner first. This 
is exactly what Depailler did as Wil 
made a cautious start, Roger had bar 


making it three abreast as he came from the 
Second row between the March and Elf, As 
Williamson went to turn into the chicane 


Frangois Migault's Pygmée (seen in practice) suffered a broken oll pipe on the grid. 


Correspondence 


Consideration for 
participants required 


Along with the majority, if not all, of our 
Clients—and we can probably speak for all 
involved in international motor racing—we are 
sick and tired of the CSI’s last minute deci 
Sions on whether or not a race takes place 
The latest in a long line of last minute can- 
cellations was Zandvoort Formula 3000. As a 
Fesult neither Chris Craft nor Guy Edwards 
was able to take up a second option at Vila 
Real, where both had entered on the under. 
standing that they would only compete if 
Zandvoort were cancelled or their F5000 cars 
fnot ready in time. 


Both Crowne Racing and Barclays. Inter 
national had extremely favourable financial 
Agreements in Portugal, and providing suff 
Clent notice were given, both could easily 
have been in Portugal for the race. As it was, 


‘when final notification got through to Keith 
Greene and Peter Gaydon (respective man 
agers), the cars were in bits and participa 
tion impossible 


It is high time the already high-handed 
activities of many of those bodies controlling 
motor sport in Europe started to think of the 
competitors a bit, for without them they 
Would certainly not be sitting in their leather 
chairs behind vast, polished mahogany 
desks. The CS! should without delay make 
Provision for all circuit inspections held. be 
fore scheduled races to be completed within 
fone month before the race in question, with 
no provision for last minute completions 
(hades of Zolder). Moreover, an organiser 
should be obliged to give at least one month’s 
notice of cancellation (shades of two recent 
P5000 and one F2 fixtures), and after that 
nly cancel his race in face of extraordinary 

inces. of which lack of finance t 
© should not be one. 


A little more consideration from those who 


The editor is not bound to agree with readers‘opinions 


govern and organise motor sport would, 1 
Sm sure, be highly appreciated by all those 
Competitors who at present seem like pawns 
being shoved around the chess board by the 
Kings and, dare 1 say, Queens from their 
lofty. towers. 
Lonoon, SW1 Paut B. WATSON, 
Director, Motor Race Consultants 


Fine effort from 
the BBC in Sweden 


Not too long ago, there was a lot of cor: 
respondence regarding the lack of television 
coverage of motor racing. Surely the recent 
fdition of BBC 2's Wheelbase programme 
Showing the Swedish Grand Prix was one 
Of the finest efforts ever to be shown, and 1 
fm sure that other race enthusiasts who 


Brendan Metnerney’s GRD made a pit-stop 


Brambilla was alongside him and made ni 
attempt to take the corner at all. The two 
car touched and shot down the escape road 
a5 Depailler went off into the distance, Bram: 
billa was at the exit gate first but they had 
to wait for the whole field to file through 
land go past the escape road exit before they 
could. carry on. ‘Thus the two tail enders 
were Brambilla and Williamson a long. long 
way behind Depailler, Williamson's 11.03. s 
cushion from the first heat was demolished al 
Teust three times over. Who could stop Depail 
ler ? Answer: Roger Williamson. As he proved 
so many times in F3 Roger is at his best 
when coming from behind. At the end of the 
first. lap. Depailler was already well, ahead 
of Coulon, Bell, Tino B. Gubelmann, Kazato, 
then guess. who, Williamson, tailed by Bram 
billa, ‘Vonlanthen, Ricci and’ Marsland 


Depailler just went on pulling away in the 
Jead as Coulon established himself in a com 
fortable second as all the action happened 
behind. On lap two Tino led a five-car bunch 
with Bell, Gubelmann, Williamson and 
Vittorio close behind. Next time round Roger 
had passed them all but Tino while Vittorio 
did his cabaret act again at the chicane drop- 
ping well back once more. Williamson left 
Tino standing round lap four to take third 
place. It took him a lap to catch Coulon and 
a further lap to pass him 


On lap six he was second and reduced the 
lap to Depailler to 10.3 s: his overall lead 
was intact by 0.67 s. Depailler was of course 
well aware of the situation and on lap six and 
seven he opened the gap to 10.7 s and 108 s 
respectively. Roger got it back to 10.6 for 
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In the first heat before finishing ninth. 


laps eight and nine. On lap 10 it was down 
to 9.8 s then 90s, His overall. win looked 
much safer but the chances of another heat 
win looked remote, or so you would have 
thought, Next time round he did not reduce 
the gap by a mere 0.5 s but by 84s: they 
were just 0.6 s apart. Lap 13 and it was 
03 s, then back to 04s, but the March was 
siready surveying the outside line past the 
pits. On lap 15 Williamson gave all he'd got 
y approached the first chicane. He drew 

side just before his braking point, but 
he didn't Drake then, Depailler did. though 
and the March nipped in front. Williamson 
jumped on the brakes, the March twitched 
ne way then the other; Roger almost 
turned into the corner but then thought better 
of it and went down the escape road. Having 
made up his mind to take the latter course 
he just drove straight for the exit. barrier, 
the frightened marshal raised it with no 
hesitation and he was back in the race sitting 
on Depailler’s tail, having lost no more than 
car lengths; He took it a. little 

tly next time allowing Depailler 
to go through first but he was well placed 
and just drove past the Elf round the back 
of the circuit. and arrived next time round 
with 2 2 s lead which he increased to 5 s 
the chequered flag for the 

the day a highly deserving 


Poor Depailler had to play bridesmaid once 
again. He had his problems though; as in the 
first heat the fuel injection had been playing 
up giving him a high speed misfire which 
made the car do odd things on the fast 


he demonstrated in the paddock 
with his hire car afterwards. The lap which 
Williamson made up the final few seconds 
Depailler in fact clouted the first chicane 
which slowed him considerably ; unfortunately 
it coincided with Williamson's fastest lap of 
the heat a 1m 42.2 s (which surprisingly 
was a full 1.2 8 slower than his best in the 
previous heat). 


Nothing else really happened in the race. 
Coulon went steadily round and took a safe 
nird both in the heat and overall, Tino B 
had held fourth but his battery fell off 0 he 
Quit. This should have let the very hot 
Surtees of Bell up a place but it had lost s0 
much power that Gubelmann took over fourth 
which ‘he held until the end. It was good to 
See the FAtlantic champion at last becoming 
Competitive in F2. Bell struggled on until he 
pitted briefly on’ the 16th lap to have a 
punctured tyre changed. He was so far ahead 
Of next: man Vonlanthen that it did not alter 
his placing at all; because of Gubelmann’ 
first heat troubles Derek got fourth overall 
Kazai i Afth overall But was three laps 
down in the second heat having stopped 
to change plugs. The only other finisher was 
Rice! who had been involved in a long dice 
with Marsland before the latter's engine blew 
Up. Nevertheless the British man's total num: 
ber of laps completed in the two heats 
rewarded him with sixth place and a cham: 
Pionship point 

What of Vittorio B 


ambilla? You may well 
ask, His’ March-BMW came to what many 
people considered to be a just end when a 
front wishbone, weakened by much chicane 
Clouting, let go at Lesmo and sent him 
Crashing. into “the barrier comprehensively 

ing the car although the driver was unhurt. 
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Correspondence 


saw the programme will agree with me that 
it deserves some acknowledgement 

‘As compared with the majority of Grand 
Prix coverage, where the cameras just seem 
to follow the leaders in the most monotonous 
fashion, the Swedish was made thorough 
concise and interesting by using varied camera 
angles, showing the progress of the rest of 
the field as well as the front runners, pi 
shots, pre-race interviews by Barry Gill, as 
Well as driver commentary being run over 
film of himself on the track. 

‘Thank you, BBC, for making a great effort 
towards. the ‘greatest sport in the world 
RHYL. FLINT Ronert W. Hewitt 


Problems of watching 
at Grand Prix 


I would like to comment on Mr Turner's letter 
(Aurosrorr, June 21), regarding conditions 
Continental’ Grands Prix. He hopes that all 
Continental GPs are not like this year's at 
Zolder. Perhaps to some extent some of them 
fare. Let me take the letter in two parts 
fences and paddock transfers 


There are high fences in front of the stands 
at the NUrburgring, Silverstone and Spa (un- 
fortunately ‘no longer running the Belgian 
GP). I cannot recall Mf there are such fences 
at Zandvoort, but with the improvements 
that the Dutch circuit has recently under. 
gone perhaps this is now the case. At the 
Esses at Le Mans there is a high fence on 
the inside of the cireutt 

‘A price of €7,50 for a paddock transfer 
seems ludicrous to me (especially at a place 
like Zolder which I feel is hardly suitable for 
4 Grand Prix in the first place). 1 believe 
Silverstone is charging £2.50 for a paddock 
transfer at the John Player Grand Prix on 
July 14, At last year's 1,000 km at Spa a 
transfer was in the region ‘of £4. However, at 
last year’s German Grand Prix at the Nor. 
burgring I was unable to purchase a transfer 
fas they were not on sale to the general public. 

pass was needed. The reason for 
because admission to the paddock 
was controlled by the German police, 

Finally, 1 have found the majority of Con. 
tinental crowds fairly well behaved, although 
[cannot comment on the Halians, but would 
suspect that it is more overenthusiasm than 
misbehaviour. | wish Mr Turner better luck 
fon his next visit to a Grand Prix, and hope 
hat he will not be put af by what he saw 
at Zolder 


STANMORE, Mox. 1. D. UrroN. 


2-litre racing wanted 


It seems a real pity that the very high stan- 
dard. of 2-litre sports car racing is un- 
appreciated by the powers that be in England, 
especially considering the large scale of British 
participation. Last year I saw both the 2-litre 
and Interserie races at Silverstone and 1 
know ‘which I preferred. 1 know that the 
small cars are supposed to lack spectacle 
but possibly a combined sports car and F500 
meeting would be the answer. 


Interserie has improved out of all recog. 
nition but this year’s entry at Silvertone 
Tooked good only in the paddock. Possibly 
the organisers might let us know the economic 
realities of my idea but from the entrants 
point-of-view only the — Edwards/Barclays/ 
Cola team would be directly involved in 
both races with the need for extra personnel, 
ete. 


OnKHAM, RUTLAND, Davin Cote 
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FF in Europe 


Iam writing to inform you of the existence 
of a certain international motor racing cham 
Pionship of which Your magazine seems un. 
aware. I refer to the European Formula Ford 
Championship, of which round 2 was held 
recently at Hockenheim. On picking up my 
copy of AurosrorT Gune 21), 1 turned hur 
Fiedly to the Hockenheim report but was dis 
mayed to find two whole pages devoted to 
the F2 race but nothing at all on the FF. 1 
understand that the championship is now be- 
ing led by Bob Arnott, perhaps Britain's most 
underrated driver, whose efforts abroad have 
gone unsung, Super Vee drivers get the same 
treatment, 1 see, from John Morrison's recent 
letter, whereas the international ” has-beens 

of 2-litre sports cars get wide coverage. Some- 
where AUTOSPORT, you have got your priorit 

all wrong, 

Lonoon, N36. Rot 


ny W. Trenoer 


Formula Ford is 
not star attraction 


Perhaps R. H. Adams (Correspondence, June 
21) will be Interested in a regular speciator's 
view. of Formula Ford. I cannot agree that 
this formula is the “star attraction” of most 
meetings. It is a good club formula but that 
fs all FF does not stand for "Future Fit 
paldi,” as most of the participants seem to 
think. Indeed, the way some of the drivers 
Parade about when out of their cars would 
indicate "* Formula Fairy" to be a more likely 
interpretation 


Surely the average spectator still regards 
saloon car racing as the star attraction at club 
meetings. Any popularity Formula Ford enjoys 
Stems from the fact that it can usually be 
Felied on to produce examples of very good 
and very bad driving and a few spins and 
crashes, followed in the paddock by lots of 
bickering and muttering about bent engines, 
ete, from beaten drivers. 1 doubt if a boycott 
by Formula Ford drivers would have any 
effect on attendances at meetings. 

Agreed the drivers are devoted, devoted to 
spending a large amount of, preferably some- 
one else's, money in a short time on some- 
thing they’ don't even appear to enjoy, before 
disappearing from racing altogether. Drivers in 
other club formulae reappear season after 
Season, cheerfully knowing and accepting that 
they have no chance of making any money 
from their sport, but happy to race for 
pleasure. Surely enjoyment is what club rac 
ing is supposed to be about, not the social 
status symbol it is becoming. 


FAREHAM, HANTS. Grorr Wyatt 


Historic influence 


Through your Correspondence columns can 
I draw your readers’ attention to an emergent 
but questionable influence in the "old car” 
racing game. The commercial attitude has 
Started to show itself in the Post Historics 
Scene now. Not so long past the club atmos- 
phere prevailed over these delightful old 
historic cars, but now the JCB Championship 
has changed all that and professionalism has 
changed the attitudes of drivers and entrants. 

Who wields the two edged sword? It is for 
better, for worse, for richer. for poorer? What 
is the future of the Historics to be? Why 
can't we revert to the old days? 

Josern H. STUART 

West CHILTINGTON, SUSSEX. 


Mini Miglia moan 


1am complaining and bemoaning the state of 
Mini Miglia racing this season. Twenty-four 
cars and or drivers have scored points and 
yet we are struggling to get a dozen cars on 
the grid. High cost, split Webers, etc, are some 
of the excuses I hear trotted out’ by some 
Would-be Miglia drivers, All T can say is 
rubbish! 

At the June 17 Brands Hatch meeting | 
asked many of the drivers the cost of their 
Cars. Anything from £400 to £900 was quoted, 
(My car has cost €350 and lies sixth in the 
championship.) Considering the lap times put 
up by these amateur, non-limited slip diffed 
Standard-suspensioned Minis (57.8 s is the 
record at Brands, meld by James Burrows) it 
Seems to me that some free formula Minis 
Costing £1200 or over would be hard pushed 
to give us a decent race 

So how about it, you free formulae and 
Mini seven drivers? Let's have a few more 
cars or this relatively inexpensive formula 
‘will disappear completely 
PS. A little more unbiased reporting in your 
otherwise very good magazine would go 9 
Tong way to help ur cause 


Lonoow, NWE 


Terny Hino, 


Different version 


1 much admire lan Titchmarsh’s reports in 
your magazine, but find I have a couple of 
Criticisms of his report of the Clubman's Race 
at Mallory on June 24, First, from where 1 
was sitting it looked as if Barry Foley clipped 
the rear wheel of somebody else's car (un 
Secondly 1 see Noet 
managed to get his usual amount of over- 
publicity (normally deserved) when some 
Others put up far better performances 


Dennam, BUCKS. BRIAN HusnaNos, 


Rallypoint driving 


We read with interest your comprehensive re 
port on the first Castrol Rallypoint (June 21), 
Bithough we were somewhat disturbed by your 
Correspondent's comments which appeared to 
be directed mainly at Tom Airey's driving of 
his Victorious Cooper 5. 


There was something of a scramble at the 
first corner—which is some distance from the 
top of the paddock—and the damaged car in 
Question was a bit sideways when clipped by 
the closely pursuing Airey before coming 
Into contact’ with two other competitors 
Sustaining considerable body damage in 
the process. In the re-run the same two cars 
‘were disputing the lead when approaching 
the same left hander. Tom Airey was in the 
extreme outside and had the option of hold- 
ing bis line or drifting further out on to a 
collision course with the marker tyres, thereby 
probably losing his run and place in the final. 
Before he was squeezed out the cars came 
together and when they sorted themselves out 
at the next bend, Dave Preece it happened 
had come off worse and come to a stop. 

As can be seen from your feature, quite a 
few cars ended up in a sorry state during 
the racing, and I feel that it is only fair to 
be able to reply on Tom's behalf as it would 
be unreasonable for your readers to get the 
impression that Tom Airey was mainly res- 
ponsible. The meeting featured quite a few 
Close dices throughout the various rounds and 
to his knowledge, Tom didn’t hit anyone apart 
from Preece. Tom himself wasn't too happy 
with the damage his car sustained as he 
builds and maintains his very successful cars 
himself and doesn't enjoy any sponsorship to 
help pay the bills. 


Wrecnester, HANTS. 


MicHAEL J. Haves. 
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AVON MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 


Preview to BRSCC’s unique 


event this weekend 


No one has actually gone so far as to ¢ 
this event the “ Avon Motor Tour de Britain 
but it Is clear that it owes a great deal of its 
Inspiration to the Tour de France Auto- 
mobile which was the first—and greatest—of 
the mixture events wherein racing and rally: 
Ing are mixed. What no one must expect from 
this Tour of Britain is an event of the size 
and scope of the French event. Peter Browning 
and the BRSCC have done their level best to 
number of good special stages but 

¢ their number nor length are likely to 
the rallyman, It must be some con: 

Solation to know that the organisers aren't 
pleased either and hope for future events to 
have a much bigger proportion of stages and 
to have the stages themselves of a much more 
demanding nature. As it is with four 15 minute 
races, one half hour race and six special 
Stages, the (otal flat-out motoring doesn't 
come to much more than a couple of hours, 


What is important is that the event is 
happening at all and that tens of thousands 
‘of people will have a chance this weekend to 
see at ten different venues what racing and 
rallying Is all about. The event is going to 
start and finish in the Royal Crescent at Bath 
for that city is host to the event as part of its 
Monarchy 1000 celebrations. The main spon: 
sor is Avon Tyres whose main factory is quite 
handy at Melksham and it was thele original 

jon with the City of Bath that has made it 
possible, Scrutineering will take place at 
the Avon factory in Melksham on Thursday 
between 9.30 am and 17.30 pm. 


The event gets under way the following 
morning at 9 am with the cars leaving Bath's 
Royal Crescent and sweeping off down the 
M4 to the race circuit of Liandow where the 
first race will start at midday. Although this 

there will be full spectator 
1d_refreshments along the lines of 
a normal race day and a charge will be made 
for admission. By mid-afternoon, the cars will 
be tackling @ special stage at Dodington just 
north of Bath. Unlike Llandow, there will be 
no official service area but spectators will be 
welcome and they will pay an admission 
charge to the Park grounds. There is every 
likelihood of congestion especially near the 
‘A46/M4 junction and spectators are advised 
to get there early if they want to see any: 
thing. 

The rest of the Friday is taken up with a 
special stage in the Swindon area where 
there are no facilities for spectators, no pro- 
vision for spectator access and there will be 
police supervision to make sure that there 
is no illegal parking, and a special stage at 
Long Marston where everything is laid on for 

spectating with refresh- 
jentary. Both places will 
have a service park and at Long Marston 
there will be a charge for admission. The 
cars and drivers spend the night at the Post 
House, Birmingham, but anyone who wants 
to see them is best advised to go ten miles 
down the road to the Frankey services where 
the official service park has been arranged. 

The event re-starts in the morning at 8 am 
and heads north to Oulton Park where the 
Tour features as the opener in a norma 
BRSCC race meeting with the first race start. 
ing at 10.45 am. Normal spectating facilities 
are available and there will be a service park 
inside the circuit. As at nearly all places on 
the Tour, the spectators are asked to arrive 
early so that they don’t get mixed up with 
the cars coming in and leaving the circuit 
which they have to do in this case over that 
‘one Bailey bridge. A long motorway run then 
takes the Tour to Santa Pod Raceway at about 
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ors at the fourth 
Drag. Festival can see how 
standard cars compare going two at a time 
down the quarter-mile strip. 

‘After this display of wheelspin, the cars 
loop back to Silverstone where they appear as 
the Snale to the AMOC meeting. Next on the 
list is the midnight matinee at Snetterton 
where the Tour competitors will race for half 
an hour starting just after midnight. Lucas 
re sponsoring this“ Mini Le Mans " 
jupplied special signalling api 
flag marshals to use at nigl 
though this isa. specially staged meeting 
for the Tour of Britain, spectators are welcome 
and there will be an entry charge. In order 
to recover from their strenuous night, the 


‘and have 
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Escort 


competitors will be able to take breakfa 
at the Alconbury Motel just off the Al before 
going south to a special stage at Knebworth 
House. Spectators are welcome provided th 
they are early and this means about 7.30 am 
at the latest for after that the main gate from 
the Al will be closed except for competitors. 
However, if you get up that early, the entry 
charge entitles you to stay on and look round 
the house and grounds for the rest of the day. 
There are car parks, refreshments and even 
elephants to look at 

Final race of the Tour takes place at Brands 
Hatch with the cars starting to race at about 
11.30 am before the main BRSCC meeting 
gets under way. The,competitors will approach 
and leave down Scratcher's Lane and there 
will be a service park within the circuit so 
any help in keeping this clear will be appre- 
ciated. The last special stage will be another 
run through Dodington Park at about 17.00 pm 
‘on the Sunday just before the finish back’ in 
Bath. The awards and cash prizes will be 
presented in the Beaufort Hotel in Bath at 
21.00 that night which doesn't give people 
too long to get into their best bib and tucker, 
but Is impressively fast in respect of results, 
© The official programme and guide to the 
event is provided in this week's edition of 
Motor, which will be available throughout the 
event. 
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With the combination of racing drivers 
tackling special stages for the first time and 
rally drivers competing in races, the Avon 
‘Motor Tour contains a great deal of unknown 
quantities. Which one will come out on top 
Will only be resolved on Sunday afternoon, 
but the overall winner is expected to come 
from the two larger classes. 

Favourites must be the contenders from 
Ford. and BMW, with Ford's attack being 
headed by two Broadspeed-built 3 litre Capris 
for Roger Clark and Dave Matthews, with a 
strong support from privateers Gordon Spice, 
Adrian Boyd, Mike Crabtree and Andy 
Dawson in Capris and Vern Schuppan and 
Mike Hibbert in 3 litre Consuls. BMW are 
fielding their usual two racing 3.0 Sis for 
Tony Lanfranchi and Roger Bell, with Mike 
Wooley driving a separately-entered SI_and 
Chris Sclater and Mike Chittenden have 2002 
Tiis. James Hunt will have his first outing 
in the AJ Rivers Camaro, which might prove 
a bit of a squeeze on the stages, where the 
2 litre Alfas should prove most, competitive 
with John Handley and Stan Clark at the 
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wheel of the most competitive ones. Plenty 
of interest will surround the Autocar Citro8n 
SM driven by Howden Ganley. 

‘Another possibility for outright honours is 
the incredibly successful works Hillman 
Hunter GLS for Bernard Unett, who must be 
favourite for £1050 to £1500 honours. But that 
class is very hotly contested, with the Datsun 

of Graham Hill, Frank 
Gardner and Tony Fall, the Firenzas of Barrie 
Williams, Peter Harper and Denis Thorne, 
Colin Malkin’s Avenger, the Mexicos of Tony 
Dron, Vic Preston, Rod Mansfield, Gillian 
Fortescue-Thomas, George Hill and Ted Wors- 
wick, and Stuart McCrudden’s Cortina 2000 
GT, all trying to stop the Hunter. 

‘The £800 to £1050 class should provide an 
interesting battle between the Escort Sports 
of Ivan Dutton, Paul Faulkner and Nick 
Brittan and Alec Poole's Datsun Sunny, while 
the cheapest class must produce a Moskvich 
win, but from which team ? 

‘The complete entry list of 100 cars is given 
in the preview for what promises to be a 
highly competitive and entertaining event. 
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The latest quick one from Ford—the RS2000. 


FAVO’s Escort RS2000 


Following closely on the heels of the Dolo- 
mite Sprint announcement two weeks ag: 
comes Ford Advanced Vehicle Operation 
answer to the prospected Group 1  2-litre 
battle next year, their RS2000. With the 
single overhead camshaft four-in-line engine 
from the Pinto/Cortina, and the heavy duty 
type 49 two-door bodyshell which is already 
used on the Mexico and RS1600, this ca 
is obviously aimed at competition and the 
competition minded. 

The Ford 2-litre single overhead camshaft 
engine has been specially tailored for install 
tion in the RS2000, adopting an electrically 
‘operated and thermostatically controlled fan 
‘enabling the engine to deliver 100 bhp. This 
is 2 bhp more than the normal Cortina, where 
a mechanically operated fan is employed. 
The engine is also equipped with a specially 
baMied alloy sump to prevent oll surge when 
racing or rallying, and a central oll pump 
pick-up. 

Transmission of the RS2000 Is through the 
Cortina 2000 gearbox and has a raised pivot 
point for the single selectro rail shift 
mechanism to reduce gear-lever movement 
between ratios. An alloy bell-housing and a 
single-piece tube-in-tube rubber insulated pro- 
peller shaft provide drive-line smoothness 
for high-speed cruising. The high rear axle 


ratio of 3.54:1 affords 18.7 mph per 1000 
tpm in top. gear, making the RS2000 an 
economical long striding motorway car. 

The brakes, suspension, steering and 
balance have been paid particular attention, 
with Ford works drivers helping out. con: 
siderably—particularly the late Gerry Birrell 
Servo-assisted front wheel discs and rear 
drums on separate circuits provide braking 

keeping with the performance of the new 

t. There is a 30 per cent increase in 
the front spring rates on the RS2000 over 
the Mexico and RS1600 models, while at the 
rear, shock absorber settings are reduced, 
The ‘ride height at the rear has been lowered 
by the use of de-cambered leaf springs 
Rack and pinion steering and 5) in wheels 
shod with radial ply tyres are standard 
equipment. 

The type 49 body shell incorporates flared 
wheel arches for the 54 in wheels, and the 
front suspension mounting points are specially 
reinforced. There is a choice of six external 
paint schemes each with distinctive coach 
Tines in a contrasting colour. Fully reclining 
black cloth seats, tachometer, gauges for oll 
Pressure, water temperature and battery con- 
dition are standard. Quartz-halogen head: 
lamps and hazard warning flashers are stan- 
dard. illumination. 


‘The RS2000's smart interior with fully reclining seats. 


r — 


There is only one word of gloom about 
the car, explained by Stuart Turner: “The 
response of our German dealers following 
their evaluation of the car in Britain earlier 
this year, has been quite overwhelming.” 
This has resulted in them taking four times 
the projected number of 500, taking the 
whole of the first four months’ production 
from the Advanced Vehicle Operations plant 
at Aveley in Essex. Consequently, the first 
Fight-hand-drive models will not be available 
until October 11, when customers in France 
and Switzerland’ will also be able to buy 
the RS2000. Meanwhile, the Escort Mexico 
and the 16-valve twin’ overhead camshaft 
RS1600 models will continue in production. 


BOB CONSTANDUROS 


First 
Impressions 


At an ex works cost in the region of £1500 the 
FAVO produced Escort RS2000 will slot into 
place between the cheaper Mexico and the 
more expensive, more exciting alloy-engined 
sixteen valve R51600. A brief drive in a pre- 
production car showed what the Cortina 
2000 engine does installed in the type 49 
Escort shell, 

Unfortunately heavy rain falling on blind, 
high hedged, Essex lanes prevented. finding 
out how the RS2000 handled with its altered 
spring rates (30 per cent increase at the 
front over the RS1600 and Mexico). Intuitively 
fe felt ae if it would be very grippy on the 
dry. As it turned out in the” soaking wet 
the RS2000 felt like any other well shod 
and powerful Escort. Left on its own with 
understeer, or driven as it should, 
steering quickly, easily and very controllably. 

Apart from the RS2000's very swish base 
specification, good seats and instrumentation 
etc, the first inkling that this Escort is 
Gifferent comes when the key is turned. It 
doesn't sound like it should—give the throttle 
a blip and it’s even stranger, Put it into 
gear and set off along the rain soaked lan 
And it’s not just strange—it's now qui 
peculiar. Foot down and it is, definitely, 
all-Escort with its quick steering and patter: 
ing rear wheels twitching the car down 
between the hedges in fine adrenalin produc- 
ing style. But that noise from. the engine 
would take a little longer to fathom. Not 
that it’s noisy, it is, for an Escort, qui 
quiet actually. A few cautious corners and 
straights later it comes clear. 

The RS2000 has found something and lost 
something else. It has found an engine which 
feels just right for the open road and long 
drives. For all normal road driving It is 
smooth and flexible, in fact quite torquey. 
It has lost its rally breeding in the form of 
engine response. The RS2000 accelerat 
smoothly from low revolutions to a rather 
stifled and strained sounding top end with- 
Out faltering, but it seems to lack immedia 
get-up-and-go. As the rally possiblity the 
RS2000 gave me the impression I could be a 
little quicker in a Mexico, Coming to the 
‘ocasional glimpse of open road to come, it 
lacked what can only be called a quick, 
necessary “zap” squirt forward to keep it 
in the groove. By the time the driver should 
have been sizing up what to do for the 
approaching bend I found that I was still 
accelerating the 2000. 

With hindsight, I feel sure that if there 
is any fault, it Was the driver's and nothing 
to do with ‘the car. The car is inanimate— 
the driver just couldn't get in step with the 
car in the time available, In defence, well, 
there has never before been an Escort quite 
ke this one. It is very desirable just as it 
is but I would really like to see the engine 
awakened from its 50 bhp per litre slumber. 


IAN SADLER 
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WILLMENT 


For all the Faster Fords 


and everything Rallye Sport 


Full race and rally preparation undertaken 
Outstanding competition parts service 


Ring Ray Tunney or Tony Griffiths 


NEW MEXICOS AND 


RS1600s 
RING MARTIN BARON OR PETER WATSON 


USED CARS FOR SALE 


“J Reg’ SAAB 99. Dolomite engine. Beige, 
Brown cloth interior, radio ............4.. £1145 


"J Reg’’ RS1600. White, Low mileage £1095 
“"K Reg” ESCORT 1300 GT. Le Mans green. 
Fabric seats. | owner ........ seeeeee £895 


“H Reg” 


BMW 2002. White. Cer: 
1 owner . : 


£1295 


“"K Reg” CORTINA 2000 GT. 2-door. Tawny 
tan. | owner. Guaranteed. 6,000 miles £1145 
“J Reg” MGB ROADSTER. Blue ‘Reseyles, 
overdrive, | owner .. . £1195 
“K Reg” MEXICO CLUBMAN. Sunset red 
Group |. Rally car. Radio. | owner £1045 

“H Reg’ ESCORT twin cam. White, black 
interior. Low mileage. Rare car 


JOHN | WILLMENT 
(MITCHAM) LTD. 
181-189 STREATHAM ROAD 
MITCHAM, SURREY 
Tel: 01-648 0071 


GP Ga 


Export and Forces Enquiries Welcome 


The Cablon radials. 


They're ready for you. 


In 1964, Kleber made the first experimental 
Cablon-belted radial tyre. Now, in 1973, we're 
selling the first full range of Cablon radials 
to British motorists. 

What took us so long? 

The design and launch of any new tyre 
takes time: but the Cablon radials aren’t simply 
new tyres. They're the biggest single 
breakthrough in tyre technology since 
radials were invented. After Cablon, tyres 
will never be the same again. 

Cablonising 
is a technique 
perfected by 
Kleber. It allows 
us to exactly bond modern, high tensile 
fibres to tyre rubbers. 

For our first Cablonised radials, 
we chose a glass-fibre. By 1969 we had tested 
several thousand Cablonised radials at our 
test circuit near Miramas, France, and over 

hundreds of 
thousands of miles 
of Europe's roads 
and motorways. 
We hada 
cooler, lighter 
tyre than ever 
before. (Glass- 
fibre is one- 
third lighter than steel tyre cording and 
pound for pound is stronger. It loses heat 
faster: the tyre was already outlasting any 
other we tested). 
We had a tyre that absorbed brakeloads 


evenly, sat flat on the road, gripped better, 
slipped less, handled crisply and cut 
hardly at all. (We’d confirmed our lab 
estimate — Cablonised glass-fibre is more 
resilient than steel 

tyre belting). 

We thought we had 

a winner on our hands. 
And by 1971, when a 
set of Kleber Cablon 
radials won their first 
international rally, 

we were sure of it. 
We've gone on winning 
rallies ever since. 

The V10 GTS wide, 

Series 0.70 Cablon radials hit Britain 
in March of last year. Hundreds of you 
bought them, drove them hard and 
heartily approved. 

That's why we're now offering a full 
range of the greatest tyres we've ever made: 
the V10 GTS Cablon for GT cars, and a 
range of standard width tyres, the Kleber 

10 Cablons, 

to fit just about 
every popular car 
in the country. 
(Call any Kleber 
dealer). 

Cablon tyres 
will change the 
world of motoring. 
And wasn’t that 
worth waiting for? 


Kleber Tyres Limited, Pump Lane, Hayes, Middlesex. Tel 01-848 0203 


The French revolution in tyres. CV 


Mobil SHc 


The most effective way to improve 
motor oil is to rebuild it totally. 
Mobil have. 


TEMPERATURE VISCOSITY CHART 


TEMPERATURE 


Mobil announces a gteat turning point in the 
history of lubrication technology~Mobil SHC 
lubricant. A synthesised hydrocarbon base 
product so outstandingly better for cars that it 
sets completely new standards of performance. 
Standards vastly superior even to those of 
today’s best motor oils. 


How SHC was created 

Mineral oils are made up of a wide ranging 
mixture of molecules. Some are stable, but 
others are fragile and unstable. Some give the 
il ust the right viscosity, but others make it too 
thick and heavy at low temperatures, of too thin 
and light at high temperatures. The unstable 
molecules cause deposits in your engine, while 
those that make the oil too thin and light in- 
crease oll consumption, and those which 
thicken the oil excessively make cold starting 
harder. Even the best of motor ols, with the best 
of refining, contain some of these undesirable 
molecules. 

The ideal motor oil would only have the stable 
molecules, which give just the right thickness. 
In developing lubricants to meet extreme 
requirements, such as for Concorde, Mobil 
scientists found the answer—make synthetic~ 
ally just those molecules that an engine needs. 
Mobil have now evolved a process for making 
Synthesised HydroCarbons which contain 
none of those molecules which might detract 
from perfection. Mobil SHC introduces a com- 
pletely new concept in car lubrication— 
Synthesised HydroCarbon engine lubricant 


What's in it for your engine? 
Protection at high temperatures 
Mobil SHC lubricant has outstanding high 
temperature viscosity. remaining thicker than 


conventional SAE 50 oils even after thousands 
of miles of punishing motoring. 

That means it continuously shields your engine's 
moving parts with a film of ideal thickness, 
whatever the temperature, guarding them 
against wear and tear as no conventional oil 
ever could. 

Infact, tests have shown wear rates of uptoone 
tenth of those for conventional motor oil 


Better cold weather starting 
Extremes of temperature that would turn 
ordinary motor oils totally solid at the cold end 
and too thin at the hot end, hardly affect Mobil 
SHC.- 

This explains why Mobil SHC lubricant, even 
when tested against an SAE 5W arctic oil, 
showed significantly better performance. 

That means better cold starting, less battery 
wear and tear and quicker oil circulation =to 
reduce wear on start-up. 


High Oil Pressure 

The rise in oll pressure, confirmed by tests of 
prototype oils in some of the world's most 
gruelling rallies, the Monte Carlo and RAC 
among them, is around 40% at low engine 
Speeds. More than enough to keep that redlight 
from ever flashing again, when running hot 
and readily noticeable on oil pressure gauges. 


Lower consumption 
With only ‘pure, good molecules to choose 
from, your engine uses all the lubricant. In 
comprehensive road and engine tests lubricant 
consumption was reduced by an average 
of 40%. 

Cleaniiness 

The condition of your engine depends greatly 
on your lubricant's stability, temperature, level 
of oxidation, and degree of detergent-disper- 
sancy The more favourable these elements, the 
fewer the harmful deposits in your engine. 
Alltests have shown that the cleanliness of SHC 
goes well beyond eventhe highest international 
Cleanliness standards. 


Mixes with oils 

Mobil SHC lubricant mixes in any proportion 
with all conventional oils. Except that mixing 
SHC with oil means you lose the full extra 
benefit that the product offers and your car 
deserves. 

New Mobil SHC is more than just the nicest 
present you could give your engine. It's the start 
of a new era in motoring history Mobil SHC 
Synthesised HydroCarbon engine lubricant - 
the most perfect lubricant money can buy 


Mobil SHC The most perfect lubricant money can buy. 
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Autosport-Ladbrokes Grand Prix competition 


With the John Player Grand Prix barely 

a week away, now's your chance to 

show your knowledge of Grand Prix 

racing by predicting the first six finishers 
jin a dream holiday for two. 

is page you'll find an enttry form, 

ou have to do is fill in the 


before, and you can fili those in 3s well 
to give yoursel three tries. In fact. a3 
tong aa Sach entry is filled out on, one 
of the forms cut from Autosport dated 
June 21, June 28 or July 8 you can 
‘end in a8 many entries a8 you Hie. 

“The competition costs absolutely noth- 
ing to enter. And the first correct solu- 
tion opened—or, it none is correct, the 
nearest to it—will win a fabulous two- 
‘week winter holiday for two in the sun- 
soaked Mediterranean island of Matta. 


These are the odds... 


Jackie Stewart 
Ronnie Peterson 
Emerson Fittipaldi 
Denny Hulme 
Jacky Iekx 
Francois Cevert 
Mike Hailwood 
Jean-Pierre Beltoise 
Clay Regazzoni 


3 The winning antry will be the 6% 
iac"the "ace" hide "been fun 


What a chance to escape from the 
English cold! The winner and the com- 
parton of his or her choice will fly ot 
Ladbroke's expense to Valletta, and will 
be entertained for a fortnight with full 
board at the island's most luxurious 
hotel, the super> Oragonara, which ts 
built ‘on its own peninsula jutting out 
into the blue sea. They will also, in 
recognition of their skill in prediction, 
receive free passes to the famous Drago- 
nara Palace, once the home of Malta's 
most noble family and now the island's 
Casino. 

Published on this page Ss the full 
entry fist as It stood when we went 
to press. So fill in your forms now and 
send them off: there's no time to lose, 
for only entries received up to and 
including ficst post on Thuradey moring 
(July 12) will be considered. 

‘Don’t send the entries to Autosport— 
they must be posted to 


Peter Revson 
Carlos Reutemann 
Jody Scheckter 
Arturo Merzario 
Carlos Pace 
Lauda 
Graham Hill 
Howden Ganley 
Wilson Fittipaldi 
Chris Amon 


wit be ‘Whe winners and 
5 There isno limit to the number of entries 


© All entries must be received 
frat" post’ on Thursday. July 12. 


Dept MP, 
Harrow, Middloser HAI 26S 


Bolow are the odds thet Ladbrokes are 
quoting for the John Player Grand Prix, 
following last Sunday’s french Grand 
Prix. Note that these are published here 
for guidance to help you decide ‘on your 
winning order, and do not in any way 
sifect the competition 
‘However, you'll no doubt want to 
have a flutter with’ Ladbrokes “on the 
Grand“Prix: Regazzort must, be, 9 good 
dark horse at 16 to 1, while both Reute- 
mann and Scheckter are worth looking 
‘hair French Grand Prix perfor 
20 to 1, It's intriguing that 
French result has moved Peterson ah 
of Fittipaldi in the odds listings ; and 
we wonder whether Lord Hesketh will 
Be speculating heavily on James Hunt at 
10 


Andrea de Adamich 
James Hunt 
Jean-Pierre Jarier 
Jackie Oliver 
George Follmer 
John Watson 
Roger Williamson 
Mike Beuttl 

David Purley 

Rikki von Opel 


be made to arrange, the 
it the convenience of the 


| think the first six positions in the John Player Grand Prix at Silverstone on July 14 will be filled by these 


drivers : 


First 


Second 


Third 


Name of sender 
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Purely personal 


JOHN DAVENPORT 


‘As this is a personal column, I had better 
ying that Robert Fearnall and I have 
jame address in London, so that it is mo 
that two of these columns in 
Fecent weeks have dealt with the same 


ject. The thorny problem with Group 1 racing 
seems to be the question of what comprises 
@ standard tyre: is it a Torino or a Cinturato, 
an SP or an MS, a Blue Peter remould or a 
Roadspeed? At the present time, our national 
governing 


body, the RAC, is prepared to 
a tyre if the company that produces 

some degree of confidence 
‘produced 25,000 in its country 
of origin. The result is a foregone conclusion 
fand Tam only surprised that the major tyre 
Manufacturers are not in there with their 
Formula 1 tyres recognised as standard, based 
on the Bahamian production 

My. own solution would be to say to all 
the manufacturers that for Group 1, they 
can “homologate” just one tyre per manufac- 
turer, The basic requirment would be that 
this tyre had to be fitted as standard to a car 
coming off a production line and offered for 

je to anyone. Its homologation would com- 
prise & photograph of the tread and a cros 
Section ‘of the tyre by which it could 
positively identified, When any tyre was sub- 
mitted for approval, it would be circulated 
to the other tyre manufacturers who would 
have to agree that it was indeed suitable for 
recognition. This last step would for me be 
the most Important as it would take the 
recognition of the tyre out of the hands of 
those who know nothing about the subject 
land give those who know everything about it 
a chance to comment. It should be interesting 
to hear Dunlop, Goodyear and Firestone com- 
ment on the standard nature of the Kleber 
and. Michelin tyres recognised by the RAC. 

"To digcess for a moment—which I am en. 
titled to-do in a personal column—there is all 
this fuss. in the racing world about the 
Michelin TA3 and yet Renault and Citrotn 
have been using it in rallying for donkey’ 
years. Jean-Francois Piot won the Tour de 
Corse with them in 1966 and was so pleased 
with them that he even used them in 1989 
When he had a contract with Ford. Renault 
Alpine have used them many, many times 
‘Since then and those fantastic times over 
Moulinon to Antraigues 
them win two Monte Carlo Rallies have been 
set on those tyres. They are a radial-racer 
similar to those made by Pirelli and Kleber 
and as such are a much faster proposition on 
tarmac roads than the best of the radial 
tyres. To give an example, Sandro Munari 
won the Costa Brava Rally earlier this year 
from Lele Pinto in a Fiat 124 Spyder because 
he was able to use Pirelli radial-racers for 
‘one long test_where Pinto settled for the 
radial CN 36. The Lancia was well over 1 m 
faster which gave it the edge to win the 
rally. 

'Now the Group 1 exponents over here have 
discovered that these tyres can give between 
2 and 4 s improvement in their lap times 
which is something that they could only hope 
to do before by blatant cheating with their 
engines, Tt is little wonder that they use 
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these tyres which are bringing Group 1 back 
to the position it was in When racing tyres 
could be used. If we believe that normal tyres 
are part and parcel of Group 1 racing, then 
Something must be done and quickly to pre- 
vent tyres being used which are not intended 
for use on the public road or for sale to the 
general public. I feel that Group 1 racing, 
like Group 1 rallying, is exposing the faults 
and virtues of production cars to the general 
public and that any blurring of the truth is 
2 very bad thing 

Naturally, all the experts are going to point 
out that even with homologated tyres, people 
are going to cheat by using special rubber 
mixes which cannot be checked unless the 
Toeal scrutineer has a chemical analyser and 
fa hysteresis machine at his disposal. This is 
true, but the difference between one mix and 
another is not going to give such a violent 
difference in lap times as exists between 
fone type of recognised tyre and another to- 
day. Another reason that I am plugging the 
idea of tyre homologation is that it will have 
to come soon in rallying, especially on events 
like the Monte Carlo and the Swedish Rally 
where studded cyres are a big controversy. 

Everyone realises that the Monte Carlo is 
expensive as it {s because of studded tyres 
and reconnaissance of the stages. There is no 
way to prevent the latter as the stages are 
held on public roads and any attempt to keep 
them secret would just result in some people 
practising and others not being able to. What 
fs most likely to happen is that studded tyres 
will be banned or controlled as not only is 
this necessary from the point of keeping the 
competitors and tyre companies solvent, but 
also the authorities are worried about the 
Unlimited use of studded tyres and seck to 
control it before their roads get worn out. 
The solution would seem to be to apt for 
some Kind of control over studded tyres, 
whether the governing bodies of the sport do 
It first or walt for the authorities to impose 
rs 

1 can't think that anyone can seriously 
contemplate running the Monte Carlo Rally 
without any kind of studded tyres at all. It 
is all very well to say that pre-war competl- 
tors found thelr way to Monaco without using 
studded tyres, but the rally is no longer a 
matter of staggering through 
roads and reaching Monaco, 
forced £0 adopt special stages by the increas. 
ing population of the roads in Western 
Europe ‘and it is inconceivable that it can 
now discard them and stay a competitive 
event. Ke is equally difficult to appreciate how 
it can retain its stages with their normal 
snow/ice/tarmac mixture without the use of 
studded tyres. The very idea of driving at 
speed (Le. anything in excess of 10 miles an 


‘Try doing this without studded tyres 


hour) over the Turini, the Couillole, St Jean 
en Royans or many of the other stages curs 
rently used by the Monte is enough to raise 
hysteria or delerium tremens in the stoutest 
rally drivers. 

‘The solution that 1 favour is one which 
still permits studded tyres but prevents the 
Use of the more expensive, esoteric and 
destructive types. The answer is homolog 
tion. Let a tyre company propose one Group 
1 tyre—the one that it’ has already had 
recognised for Group 1 racing—plus two 
Winter tyres, These could of course be made 
In any size or material provided that th 
basic pattern and cross-section were adhered 
to and could be recognised from the photo. 
graphs on the “homologation form” for that 
fyre- There would then be a restriction on 
the number of studs allowed per unit of 
circumference of the tyre and there would be 
@ limit on the overall length of the studs 
Used. With each manufacturer restricted to 
three types of tyre, it would preclude that 
expensive process ' whereby Dunlop _ once 
came up with something like 13 different 


types of Mini tyre for a single Monte Carlo 
rally. Of 


course, some clever team might 
pick three from one manufacturer and hop 
fo extend their range by having three type 
from. someone else, but it would be very 
unlikely that any of the second three would 
be truly complementary to the three from 
the first manufacturer as they would be 
designed for exactly the same job. 

1 don't believe in having a restriction on 
the total number of studs in a tyre as this is 
unfair on someone who must run with 18 in 
wheels. It is much better to say that you can 
have 25 studs in a 1 ft length of tread 
and it is elo much easier to check this at a 
control in the middle of the night, The ide 
behind limiting the length of the stud rather 
than the amount it projects is based upon 
the same reasoning, for no one can be sure 
when they fit a stud to a tyre how far it will 
Subsequently project. However, the effective: 
ness of the stud Is adequately governed by 
its overall length as it is no good having 
15 mm of a 25 mm stud projecting from the 
tyre surface as it will not be rigid enough 
to give you any grip. It is also very easy to 
pull out one stud and measure {is overall 
Tength with a micrometer in the middle of a 
rally, 

So there we are, 
more rules and more 
Seem to me that in such areas oup 1 
Facing and winter rallying where the grip is 
more Important than the car, the tyres should 
be subject to the same strict rules as the 
rest of the car is in other branches of the 
sport. 


Davenport advocating 
erwork but It does 


Ingvar Carlsson and BMW. 


Road test by John Bolster 


Fiat 132 1800S: A competitive new car 


The four-door body gives plenty o m model is rather below the usual high stan- round instruments and expensive-looking trim 
to the rear passengers and could be regarded as 

a Aive-seater with a luggage boot of generous 
size. It is not as heavy as it looks, however, 
performance being very much a feature 

This is ensured by a very efficient 1756 cc 
engine which, though resembling an earlier 

‘actually new throughout with more 
‘ in its cylinder block. Twin overhead 
camshafts are belt-driven in typical Fiat 
manner, operating inclined valves with an 
included angle of 65 degrees through bucket: 
type tappets with clearances set by shims. 
The unit breathes through a twin-choke car. 
buretter and develop 105 bhp at 6000 rpm. 

‘A five-speed gearbox is fitted as standard 
with an overdrive fifth speed. The car is 
Beared to reach its maximum speed on the 
direct top gear and fifth is for economical 
‘motorway cruising. The speed and acceleration 
of the 132 put it at the top of its class and 
disc brakes on all four wheels cope with the 
retardation. The suspension, as previously 
mentioned, embraces no novelties, with wish- 
bones in front and a four-arm linkage behind 
for the axle. 

‘On the road, the 132 is very lively, the 
excellent five-speed gearbox encouraging the 
driver to extract the full performance from 
the willing engine. Quiet in the middle ranges, 
the twin-cam unit is fairly noisy at full revs, 
but it is a joyful, urgent sound. Road noise 
is very moderate except for some thumping 
over potholes and the level of wind noise is 
also low. A cruising speed of 90mph in 


Performance is very much @ feature of the five-seater 132 
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Road test 
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‘and upholstery. After a cold start, the heat- 
ing is soon effective. At the same time, the 
cool air inlets are easy to direct and control, 
passing a large volume of air if required, 
Wwhich is still rather rare, Tt Is therefore easy 
to have warm feet and breathe cold air, 
which is what proper ventilation is all about 

‘The comfort of all the passengers has been 
considered, with an unusual amount of leg 
room for those at the back. The driver's seat 
ls comfortable, with the familiar Flat adjust- 
ment for the squab, and the position is high 
enough to give a good all-round view. The 
Steering column angle is perhaps a bit 
“auntie” and the accelerator pedal is badly 
placed for heel-and-toe, unfortunately, though 
ft can be achieved. 

‘The four headlights are very effective 
Indeed and the fairly upright seating position 
is certainly an advantage for night driving. 
The brakes, with servo-assisted discs all round 
on two separate circuits, give powerful stop- 
ping in emergencies and are silent in oper 

in. The car is quiet enough for the radio 
to be enjoyed, except when the engine Is in 
the last 1000 rpm of its range. 

Compared with cars of similar engine size 
and price, this Fiat is good-looking, unusually 
roomy, and has an air of quality about it 
Its performance is outstanding and its fuel 
economy is quite reasonable. On smooth 
British roads, it rides and handles well, though 
the steering Is heavy at low speeds. 

Driven hard on bad roads, the 132 float 
about on Its suspension with a lot of up 
‘and-down movement. It is probable that the 
typical purchaser of such a car will not 
press it to this extent and for him the ri 
may be satisfactory. The heavy steering affects 
everyone, however, this and the difficult 
Feverse engagement could surely be improved 
very easily. 

The Fiat 132 ts almed at just about the 
most competitive sector of the market. It 
‘ahead of all competition in so many respec 
despite its few shortcomings. 


FIAT 132 1800S 
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Last Sunday saw the BRDC present another 
of their excellent championship meetings on 
the Silverstone club circuit. On this oceasion 
Tricentrol took the opportunity of giving all 
thelr employees a day out, swelling the already 
large crowd by some 3000 who basked in glori- 
ously hot weather as seven entertaining races 
were run off. Mick Hill cleverly arranged 
to debut his new G-litre Capri and sent the 
Tricentrol contingent home happy after 
breaking the special saloon lap record by a 
second, winning the Tricentrol Trophy while 
doing ‘so. Other good wins were notched 
up by Allan Wilkinson in the first round of 
the Escort Mexico Challenge ever run on the 
club circuit ‘with Oliver 
Harris's F2 Brabham BT38, in’ the Jaybrand 
Formule Libre round for which he was 
awarded the KMS Driver of the Day £25. 


‘The dreaded Michelin plague has yet to 
spread to the lesser classes of Group 1 so 
the first race of the two in the Castrol series 
ran true to this season's form and was spec- 
tacular with it, Bernard Unett took the 
Chrysler Dealer Team Hunter GLS straight 
into the lead, pressed at first by Tim Stock’ 
Firenza which then gradually slipped away 
fas the race progressed although never in any 
danger of being caught by the next bunch. 
Initially this had been led by Denis Thorne’s 
Firenza but he was soon passed by Derrick 
Brunt and Barrie Williams in similar cars 
and then spun into the sleepers opposite 
the pits. Brunt’s third place became secure 
when the Williams Firenza lost most of its 
brakes, the handling having already gone, 
and Barrie was driven to throwing the car 
into alarming sideways attitudes at Wood- 
cote to. slow up, Fortunately his rallying 
experience was equal to the occasion and he 
Stayed on the road, falling to fifth by the 
end behind Nell McGrath in the first of the 
Mexicos. For once it seemed that Tony 
Lanfranchi might not win the €800 class for 
his engine was sadly lacking in bhp and it 
was left to team mate Eric Horsfield to do 
Battle with Tony Stubbs in the Opposite 
Lock Club Moskvich. After taking the lead 
from Horsfield, Stubbs had a rocker break 
leaving Horsfleid well in front of his mentor. 
Then along came Williams looking for some 
thing ‘to do on the straight bits. So he 
latched on to the Lanfranchi rear, increased 
the Russian revs by 1000 or more, and lo 
‘and behold, it was another Lanfranchi class 
win, 


The Tricentrol Clubmen's Championship 
attracts flelds as good, if not better, than 
its senior ShellSport Counterpart but both 
series have the same winner at the moment, 
Vernon Davies, who continues to do his stuff 
for his new sponsor in the rebuilt U2 Mk 
11B," His win was by no means an easy 
‘one for Silverstone expert Frank Sytner was 
ina determined mood in his dark green car 
having grabbed pole position in practice. For 
five laps he hung on in first place under the 
greatest of pressure from the Welshman and 
Beginning to look decidedly twitchy. When 
Davies took over on lap 6, the Ferrari and 
Porsche purveyor stayed with him but never 

med likely to repass, despite setting 
fastest lap just 0.2 s outside the Ray Mallock 
record, Stuart Glass guided his Gryphon 
into @ solid third place, aided no doubt by 
the special Norman Abbott motor he uses 
while Richard Cresswell's well-driven Phantom 
took a strong fourth after Caldwell Smythe 
had spun into the pit wall, without injury, 
when going well in his Gryphon on lap 3. 
‘Andy Diamond took the opportunity of samp- 
ling his product again at the wheel of Noel 
Stanbury's Gryphon, finishing fifth ahead of 
Sid Marler in @ similar car and Alan White's 
U2 Mk. IIB. After Creighton Brown had 
retired his U2 Mk 11B with a burst oil pipe, 
Peter Cooke had things very much his own 
way in the I-litre class but his efforts to 
pass the 1.6 U2 Mk 11B of Mike Dixon gave 
him a new class record as well in his U2 
Mk 8B/11. 


Despite the lure of John Player points in 
the South of France, there was a good turn- 
out of F3 cars for the Lombard championship 
face. The official watches, which were sus- 
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With the leaders already away Diamond's Gryphon heads White's U2 and Cresswell's Phantom. 


SILVERSTONE 


Tricentrol day out 


pect throughout practice, seemed to stop at 
89.0 s for this event, no less than six cars 
managing this time with no one faster. On 
pole position was Derek Lawrence, returning 
to F3 at the wheel of the Ehrlich ES2, 
although he was the first to admit that a 

cod tow helped him to this time since the 
far was handling far from ideally on some 
old Dunlops. Alongside were John Sheldon 
in his shoe-string Royale RPILA, which is 
beginning to look a little frayed, and the 
contrastingly immaculate GRD 373 of Richard 
Robarts. Portuguese Jose Espirito Santo's 
March 723 and American Tony Rouff's GRD 
373 occupied row two while Matt Spitzley's 
March 713M had to make do with the third 
row. although his time was the same as 
Lawrence's. Pedro Passadore, running a new 
GRD 373 in DART colours, Leonel Friedrich 


John Handley starts to spin his Alfa at Woodcote in pursuit of Halls’ 


with a new chassis and engine since last 
Week “for his March 733, and improving 
Brazilian "Teleco" in another 733 all shared 
59.0 s. 

Straightaway into the lead when the fl 
fell went Robarts chased by Friedrich, with 
Passadore ousting Rouff from third as they 
all scrambled Into Woodcote for the first 
time, Sheldon latched on to the tussle which 
quickly developed between Rouff and Passa 
dore and. this spurred the American into 
greater efforts which brought him up to the 
{wo leaders who had threatened to break 
away. On the fifth lap Friedrich slip- 
Streamed with perfection into the lead at the 
end of the Club Straight, which made matters 
a trifle fraught at Woodcote as Robarts 
Counter-attacked, but to no avail. A. lap 
later, however, Robarts was back in front 


Camaro. 
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with Friedrich slipping down to third as 
Rouff moved up to challenge for the lead, 
which he took on lap eight 

For two laps Rouff led an F3 race for the 


first time but, at half distance, it was 
Robarts again from Rouff, Passadore, Shel- 
don, Friedrich, Santo and “Teleco” ail in a 


Tine’ with Spitzley making ground well after 
a poor start. After» Andy Sutcliffe had 
retired the leading Elden Mk 12 with a 
broken accelerator cable, the next group 
‘comprised Lawrence, Bernard Vermilio’s 
Merlyn Mk 21 and late entry Damien Magee's 
Brabham BT41 which has now been sold to 
Ulsterman Brendan Costello. In fact, Robarts 
led for the whole of the second half looking 
more and more secure until the very last 
lap when Friedrich, having worked up from 
fifth again, made a’ final bid which failed by 
06's.  Rouff was pushed down to third by 
the Brazilian's late challenge with Passadore 
sharing the same time as they dashed for the 
‘Also sharing identical times were 
1 Santo with Spitzley seventh by 
jeco” spun at Becketts on the 
Jap but was so far ahead of the 
ext bunch that he recovered without losing 
@ place, Lawrence drove a sound race to 
win the three-cornered tussle, Vermilio and 
Magee tangling at Woodcote on the last lap 
which spun the Brabham across the line 
behind the Merlyn 

The prospect of a bunch of Mexicos un- 
Teashed on the wide open spaces of the 
club circuit was a bit daunting but every- 
thing took place without undue Incident, such 
spins as there were damaging reputations 
rather than cars. Group 1 exponent Allan 
Wilkinson took pole position in the Allen of 
Romford car with a delighted Simon Taylor 
alongside to uphold Tricentrol honours. 
John Waterman completed the front row, 
with the other Tricentrol car of Rod Mans: 
field and Tony Dron’s Strakers of Wimbledon 
device behind. 

The race immediately opened out into a 
struggle for the lead between Wilkinson and 
Mansfield as Taylor was engulfed and David 
Da Costa came sliding through from the 
third row in his Richard Longman-prepared 
Mexico. By half distance, with the lead till 
then shared equally between Mansfield and 
Wilkinson, Da Costa arrived on the scene, 
took Woodcote in a well-controlled slide and 
went ahead. He even began to pull away 
but Wilkinson was far from be 
ight up during the last two 
‘ahead to win on the last lap by a” sur- 
Prisingly comfortable margin in the circum- 

ances. A disappointed Da Costa just held 
Mansfield at bay for second while Dron 
emerged a relatively secure fourth after 
earlier pressure from others had wilted. ‘The 
ubiquitous Barrie Williams, with his Kidder- 
minster Motors car powered by an ancient 
engine, suddenly passed all and sundry in 
ps, jumping up to fifth 
‘of Waterman and Eric Chappell who. 
the line as one and could not be 
separated by cither timekeepers or judges. 
Mike Crabtree retired the Willment car from 
fourth place on lap 4 when the clutch 
disintegrated. 

‘Only the over I-litre special saloons were 
catered for in the Tricentrol Trophy race but, 
as usual at Silverstone, the entry was very 
good. One expects such a high standard 
from Mick Hill that the achievement of 
building his new car with his friends in his 
spare time and then putting it on pole posi: 
tion well under the class record ‘could be 
‘overlooked. Anyway, there it sat to the 

ight of the partisan crowd with Tony 
Hazlewood alongside and wondering what he 
must do next to become competitive again 
with his DAF. David Howes’s immaculately 
rebuilt AM Javelin completed the front row, 
racing for the first time since its TT accident 
last year. Another welcome return was made 
by former Jaguar 3.8 driver John Elton who 
has acquired the ex-Terry Sanger/Rhoddy 

farvey-Balley Ford Falcon after demolishing 
the Jaguar against the pit wall last year. 

For two laps the “DAF™ led but onc 
Hill’ put his foot firmly down, there was 
no stopping him and he seemed to cruise to 
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Side-by-side at Woodcote are the Moskvich 4128 


his new car's first win, lapping under the 
minute in a saloon for the first time. Hazle- 
wood took a well-earned second after an 
early challenge from Howes faded, while 
Brian Cutting’s Escort-Martin V8 was good 
‘enough for fourth ahead of Tony Strawson’s 
Falcon. Bob Torrie's well-driven Escort BDA 
was outpaced on such a power circuit and 
finally retired after a cockpit error at Becketts 
kidded the driver into thinking the throttle 
had stuck open! Surely there are enough 
big bangers around now to make 2-litre class 
worth while for the like of Torrie, Tony Sus 

den and the other Escort and Anglia drivers 


Sedric Bell's Mini, having acquired a coat 
of evil black pal 
looks like cal 


off and he had no difficulty in winniny 
1300 class from David Boon's all: 
Cooper 5. 
‘The second Group 1 event lacked one or 
two. familiar faces including Roger. Bell's 
BMW because of the imminence of the Tour 
of Britain but Tony Lanfranchi upheld his 
‘marque’s reputation by taking a comfortable 
win in the ShellSport SI, using the leg 
Michelin racing tyres like all the other 
cars except the Camaros. Only his frequent 
tempts to leave the road and cut the grass 
at Woodcote prevented the race from becom- 
Ing rathetr tedious, Gordon Spice in the 
Wisharts Capri was a constant second after 
the strongest Camaro challenge, from Terry 
Halls, fizzled out. Halls had taken pole 
position but a sticking clutch delayed his 
Start. As he was working his way up on to 
Spice's tail, the battery. wore through an 
ignition lead and he had to retire. Bob 
Ridgard took up the cudgels on behalf of 
I Motors, going faster and faster as 
went on at the wheel of Les Leston's 
nd he shared best lap with Halls on 
re kept the All 
flag flying by taking fourth after John Handley 
had spun at Woodcote, and then at Copse, 


of Horsfleld (51) and Stubbs (53). 


and then at Becketts. He then visited # 
pits! Andy Slaughter rolled his rotary Mazda 
RX3 at Copse on the second lap but emerged 
with @ shaking. 


At last, thanks to ex-Janspeed employee 
David Bownes, John Lyon has his Escort 
Sport going well; well enough, in fact, to 
dice with and surpass Ivan Dutton's hitherto 
‘all-conquering car which dropped right back 
at the end. We tried to find out why, but 
Dutton was rude and refused to tell us 
‘although rumour had it his car had devoured 

piston. However, he shared a new class 
record with his conqueror, 

‘The Jaybrand Formule Libre championship 
round brought out an interesting collection of 
single-seaters including the previously un- 
beaten Bobbie Bell with the only BRM that 
seems capable of winning a race these da 
thanks to 5.7 litres of Ford V8, It was not 
to be Bell's day this time for the race 
immediately developed into a duel between 
John Jordan's McLaren M6B and David Cole 
in the Brabham BT38 which hasn't been seen 
Since the Mallory F2 race in March. For 9: 
laps Cole used all his experience to find a 
way past the potent CanAm car but Jordan 
is a wily bird. Cole knows a thing or two 
‘as well and on the last lap drove all the 
way round the outside of Jordan at Becketts, 
keeping the McLaren in to a tight line and 
unable to use its power too soon. Cole 
stormed out of the corner in the lead and 


gave himself just enough ground to say in 
front all the way along the straight to 
Woodcote, which he took in fine stylet 
win. Bell managed third this time afte 


Jim Charnock's Brabham BT30 had hiccuped 
just long enough at Woodcote to let the BRM 
past, while Bryan Small had been forced to 
retire his ex-Gerry Birrell Lotus 69 from a 
dice with this pair When the battery collapsed. 
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CROFT 


Northerners own Atlantic 


‘Tony Dean (Anglo-American Chevron-Morand 
B24) at last achieved the long-awaited 100 


(102.94 mph) during his drive back into the 
lead of the lbre race. For this performance 
Tony was given the BMW _ Concessionaires 
Man of the Meeting award. Steve Choularton 
really pest the form book by leading the 


Allantics beat Jim Crawford's time in the 
‘Autovita car three weeks ago. The BRSCC(N) 
worked tremendously hard 

was rather fraught for the organisers, finish- 
ing very late. 

The first FF heat had a highly dramatic 
first lap. As Pete Clark (Wigley Crosslé 25F) 

ington (Archer & Sharpe/Kass 
i 73F) shot into the lead a startline 
1p put John Woodcock's Nike on to the 
pit barrier, Tim Rathmell’s Titan Mk 6 went 
Tower after Harrington had caught 
and this really shuffled the 
this Mike Wrigley (Merlyn 
Mk IIA) .took the lead but after four Japs 
recovering Harrington nipped by to take 
his customary win. On the last lap Bill 
Burley (Royale RPI6) snatched third from 
Graham Cuthbert (Lotus 69F). Pete Clark re- 
appeared way down with a damaged nose 
after the first lap dramas, made up consider- 
fable ground, then pulled’ off on lap 9 with 
@ cooked engine 

After Gordon Dalzell’s Hawke DL2B 
dumped its oll on pole position and was sent 
Off the grid the second heat got under way. 
José Ferreira da Silva (Elden Mk $) snatched 
the lead from John Kent's Royale, RPI on 

frat lap and, drow htly to win, 

G 2” by "Alo. Lawler's 

Ree wn had had a somewhat adventurous 

On the last lap Lawler had 

E'brief spin and dropped back to third behing 
Kent. 

The combined sports car race was rather 
processional, for although Robin Smith (Lola- 
FVA 7212) made a superb start, Brian Robin- 

Chevron-FVC’ B21 in front 
1d. Smith remained a safe 
of Richard Simms (Chev- 
ron-FVA B19/21) and Barry Joell’s Toll Bar 
U2 Mk 11B which won the Clubman’s section, 
Although a lap behind at the end, the scrap 
for fifth held most interest. Finally, Johnnie 
Blades just held off Jim Adamson's very 
quick Steve Leech Ginetta G4 (which was in 
fact a further lap behind after a lap one 
stop to cure a stuck throttle, a fact which 
the timekeepers appeared to have missed) 
and Don Morton's Elan, for Mod Sports 
honours, even though the works/Heron Fur- 
niture Clan Crusader was suffering from a 
rather tired engine, 

Sadly there were only 12 starters out of 
21 entries for the BP Atlantic round although 
‘most of the quick boys were there apart from 
John Lepp who had had a rod let go on the 
Central Garage (Mirfield) Chevron B25 tn 
Practice, One change was that Tom Pryce 
was in ‘the Titan Properties Motul Mi with 
RES power, instead of his usual Atlantic 
Royale. To 'a lot of people's surprise Steve 
Choularton was on pole position after doing 
a 1 m 046 s; just O4 s faster than a slightly 
‘apprehensive Ken Bailey and Stan Matthews's 
Promoto-entered March 73B. 

Bailey got off the line perfectly but the 
vastly-improved Choularton soon snatched the 
lead with Bailey, Matthews, Colin Vandervell 
(Triplex March 738) and David Purley (LEC 
March 722) next up. Vandervell was up to 
third on lap two and was soon being pressed 
by Purley. However, try as they might they 
couldn’t do anything about the two North- 
erners in front. On lap 6 Geoff Friswell's 
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March 73B lost time with a spin but Jim 
Murdoch's Tui and Sonny Rajah's March 73B 
were off more permanently, Murdoch suffering 
Superficial neck injuries. Regrettably a more 
Serious accident occurred on lap 7, when Ray 
Mallock touched Matthews's March. Mallock 
just spun but Matthews's car went end over 
end and Stan was taken to hospital with 
Suspected crushed vertebrae. Behind the 
leaders Pryce was moving up well from an 
initial last place but lost time with a brief 
stop to remove the scenery from his air in- 
take, and finally took sixth behind Jas Patter- 
son's steady Texaco March 722. Uniortunately 
the two crashes marred a very exciting race. 

‘The Esso Uniflo Special Saloons were also 
rather depleted and a lot of interest departed 
when Chris Meek failed to make the grid 
with a misfiring BDE in the Princess ‘Ita 
Escort and Bill Dryden retired the SMT 
Firenza with what sounded like a dragging 
catch tank, without ever featuring. There was 
no doubt about Derek Huntley's win his well- 
sorted Escort FVC with Tony Sugden's Brook 
Hire Escort TC an equally safe second. 
George Lynn's Cortina-Rover and Alex 
Clacher’s Brands record-breaking Imp showed 
Signs of contact on lap 5, but try as he 
might, Clacher couldn't find a way past the 
bigger car. Paul Rhodes’s Escort TC was next 
up ahead of Roger Matthews and Graham 
Wood who had a race-long duel for the 
1300 ce class in their Minis, Wood dropping 
Dack slightly on the last Jap. 

‘At the start of the Tate/ Yorkshire Post FF 
final Peter Harrington went into the 
lead and there was never any question of his 
not winning yet again to re-establish himself 
at the top of the Tate Championship table, 
The consistent Mike Wrigley remained second 
throughout and the only place change among. 
the leaders came on lap 8 when Bill Burley 
found a way by da Silva. Kel Hesketh 
finished a good ffth In the: Stein Lager 
Merlyn Mk 24 with a battle for the final 
Tate point going to Lawler from Mick Sta: 
key's Merlyn Mk 20A. A rather curious FF 

ic with the racing seeming to be closer the 
farther down the field you looked. 

Fourteen Prod Sports turned up for thi 
week's STP round, and this looked to be a 
Chris Meek/MTC Pantera triumph. Alas, the 
Mathwall-engined car dropped out with the 
throttle cable adrift, and as second man Nick 
Faure also dropped out with all not well in 
the engine compartment of the Porsche Cars 
(GB) RS, a surprise win fell the way of Count 
Giovanni (ohn) de Stefano (Carrera RS) 
from the similar Sports Hire car of one Jesse 
James. The 3000 class was a race-long dice 
between the Europa Specials of Malcolm 
Wayne (Camel-Hexagon) and Julien Stock 
(Sports Motors), won by Wayne, although 
both by-passed ‘the Chicane with’ impunity, 
Stock ‘twice. Shaun Jackson had no. real 
opposition with the DCM TR6 as John Rhodes 
made a very nasiy mess of the Roller Chain 
Distributors TR6 at the Chicane in practice. 
Geoff Till and Terry Hathaway cleaned up 
the bargain basement with their Team Aldon 


same shortly aft 


Chris Meek pulls off in the de Tomaso; and is passed by Nick Faure, who was to do the 


(Brierley Hill) Midgets All but Jackson's 
record fell and Meek really blasted the big 
class record before he retired. 

‘The nine-car libre finale was really all 
Tony Dean. He left David Purley's March 
almost standing at the start and after the 
Chevron had its spin it only took four laps 
before the ‘rocketing F5000 went by Purley 
back into the lead, chiselling away at the lap 
record as it went. Tony's race time was actu- 
ally faster than the old lap record, Only 
Purley and Brian Robinson's B21 remained on 
the same lap at the end, well ahead of Roi 
Craven's F3 GRD 372 and Campbell Graham's 
brand new Smith/FVC-engined Chevron B25, 
Wf only we could have a full grid of F5000s 
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edited by Robert Fearnall 
Welch at Knebworth 


Richard Morgan had an erratic race. Following a slow start, he here leads fourth placed David 


Barden, later taking second, to spin down to third, and then climb to second again. 


BRANDS HATCH 


More points for dominant Calcutt 


Promotasport and the Roc! Motor Club 
held = most amusing meeting at a gloriou 
Brands Hatch on Sunday which should give 
any beginner an idea of what our various 
sports are all about. Various, because there 
‘were Formula Fords, saloons’ and karts on 
the Club circuit, and’ stock cars, bangers and 


First of the true motor car races wi 
round of the Townsend Thorsesen champion: 
ship and the great thing about this cham. 
plonship is that it is still wide open despite 
the holiday of Rob Wicken. This time, con- 
tender Frank Hopper had the ends run in 
the Vegantune engine and never made the 
grid, 0 It was Howard Drake who led at 
the ‘end of lap one very closely challenged 
by Lou de Marco's Merlyn-Scholar Mk 20A, 
and “he soon drew away and seemed un- 
touchable, However, Richard Morgan, who 
seemed to lead to Paddock on lap one only 
to. be swallowed by the pack, had other 
fdeas and was by de Marco on lap five and 
after Drake's Royale-Piper RPI. He seemed 
to have got by on lap nine, but going into 
Kidney, following the Royale, Morgan saw it 
go drastically sideways, and rather than have 

‘coming together, he flew towards the bank 
miraculously catching it before contact, but 
now in third again. Lap 10 of the 12- 
Tap race saw him by de Marco again, but 
there nothing he could do about Drake 
and that's how they finished. De Marco 
‘was third, while a sensible fourth was David 
Barden (Royale-Vegantune RP16), Freddie 
Jacks, who overtook him, having spun out 
of fourth. Some way back was Frank 
Bradley's Bradley, who overcame Len Flet- 
cher's Merlyn for’ fifth. 

Ray Calcutt showed just how uncatchable 
he is when John Homewood isn't around, in 
the Kent Messenger contending and sponsored 
Imp. With a useless starter motor, he sen- 
bly settled for a 10 s per 
ceeded to make that up by hi 
the 12 lapper, finally finishing 9 s away from 
consistent second-place man John Walsh 
(Wickers Mini). He in turn was only 1.0 5 
away from a fine fourth place squabble for 
third between Mike Chapple (Hillman Imp), 
Terry ‘Attoe (Austin Cooper S) and Glyn 
Swift (Swiftune Cooper S), all of whom led 
at one time or another, the place going to 
‘Swift, Attoe pulling off with a sick engine 

‘There was no doubt about whom was going 
to be contending the single-seater race, for 
there were only two non-Formula Fords: Reg 


James’ 1.6 March-BDA 722 and _ Philip 
Guerola’s 1.8 Brabham-FVC BT30. Guerola 
led for the entire 10 laps, with James always 
in touch, but a sticking throttle kept him on 
edge, and pushed the needle way beyond the 
acceptable limits and that was enough to 
Tet Guerola away. Third was Barry Hop- 
wood's Micron-Harvey 1A after Allan Kayes 
spun his Merlyn away at Clearways, while 
fourth was a good dice between Paul Si 
man's ex-Litehfield-Crosslé and Frank Blan- 
chard’s Hawke, Sleeman taking the place. 
‘After the second of two kart races, both 
won by Brian Appleby, there was  SheliSport 
Mexico race, containing many of the aces to 
be seen in the banger/hot rods/stock car 
races. However, it was actor/FF driver Jon 
Finch leading first time round, but from the 
back of the grid (where else from an ace 
hot rod driver?) came Mini-Rod man Mick 
Boulton and by four, he was in his 
accustomed place in the front and not to lose 
it. Finch stayed up there until lap eight 
when it all happened. A large moment at 
Paddock between Finch and Martyn Broome 
(Anglia Rod) dropped Finch out of second 
and Broome from third, so it was the ever 
present Banger man, John Dill, in number 
face) twelve who took second, despite a huge 
moment at Clearways the lap before. John 
Webb had other ideas and was by into 
second, only to have a huge moment at 
Kidney with Dill and to give the place and 
lap record to motoring scribe of The Guardian, 
Charles Cooke. Dill was third and Finch 
fourth. Our photographer, Gerry Stre 
found John Webb's secretary, Miss Angela 
Kearns most attractive, and concentrated on 
following her, finishing well, near the 


back. 
BOB CONSTANDUROS 


Falcon MC's four-abreast autocross at Kneb- 
worth Park last Sunday run on rally- 

style with eliminating heats 
to and semi 
finals followed by winners’ and runner-up 
finals. 

‘The club, who had Castrol sponsorship for 
the £150 prize fund, restricted the entry 
to approximately 40 cars, each of which did 
some 31 laps of the club's course which is 
Set_apart from the usual public area of the 
park but which is adjacent to the tarmac 
Toad leading to Knebworth Hall which will 
be used in this weekend's Avon Tour of 
Britain. 

In the winners’ final the 1800 Escort of 
John Welch had a comparatively easy win 
when Eric Nosek, his potential danger, had 
a bad start in his Cooper. Nosek took the 
Whole of the first lap to get past Dave 
MeDine and Tony Masterson, both in Minis, 
but Welch was unapproachable by this time 
and won easing up. Nosek spectacularly 
Spun as he crossed the finishing line and 
MeDine had to spin to avoid him. 

In the runners-up final John Greasley used 
the superior traction of his 998 Imp to out- 
drag the Minis of Neil Henderson and Gordon 
Bland along with the Anglia of Tom Eaton. 


Greasley was another easy winner with 
‘second, Ron Douglas brought 
mont Escort but, although 


spectacular, failed to get into the final stages. 


Drag News... 


At round the mid point of the two STP 
drag racing championships, the points posl- 


tions are as follows: 


in. Pro-Stock, Kevin Pilling’ 
should keep him well in contention for the 
rest of the year, although it looks as if Gary 
Goggin should now start to move up now that 
he has his truck block motor fitted. With an 
11.0 5 at 127 mph at Silverstone on the 
engine's first run, the car is obviously just 
starting to get down to its potential times. 

‘Tony Dickson will have a new cam in his 
car this coming weekend that he hopes will 
give him a couple of tenths, but until his 
432 engine is rebuilt, he will be struggling to 
stay in touch. Meanwhile Pete Crane will also 
be back in action with his Chris Steele-built 
440; whilst after his second major blow-up of 
the season, Keith Harvie will probably not be 

gain until he has built his Firenza/Chev. 
‘Camaro will not now go to Mustapha 
Errol, but it will still be sold to a newcomer 
to the sport 

In Top Street, Bob Oram has done amaz- 
ingly well with his Jag, but it looks as if the 
ever-strengthening American iron will start 
to dominate, But if he can keep on finishing 
well up at each meet, with different cars 
Winning, he could still end up as champion. 

This weekend's event does not count owing 
to its International status, but STP will be 
well represented by Paula Murphy in the STP 
Plymouth Duster funny car from the States. 
‘The STP Jensen Healey which is currently 
the prize for winning STP's new competl- 
tion will also be on show, whilst Nick Brittan 
will be there driving an Escort in the Avon 
Tour of Britain drag race stage on Saturday 
afternoon. 

The international meeting itself promises 
to be the most spectacular show ever staged 
in this country. For the first time, two Ams 
can funny cars will be seen racing each other 
in this country. 
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Murphy has run a best of 6.7 s/217 mph in 
her funny car, but has managed a 6.00 s/ 
258 mph in the “Pollution Packer” rocket car. 
The other funny car is one of Don Schu- 
maker's fleet of “Stardust” cars. Don is one 
of the top names in American drag racing, 
with dozens af wins to his credit, and a best 
performance af 6.4 s at 230 mph. The sight 
Gf these two alone should be enough for 
most, but Tony Nancy is also coming with 
his rear-engined Top Fuet dragster. 

Tony was here before at the first and 
second drag festivals in the early sixties, but 
hhas of course come a long way since then, 
having just been to Japan for an exhibition 
run with his 6.1 s/239 mph car. Powered by 
a big 426 Chrysler Hemi. stroked to around 
480 cubic inches, Nancy's car will face a very 
real challenge from the British fuellers. Clive 
Skilton will be going in strength with his new 
Donovan engine in the Castrol car, with the 
66 stroked motor as a spare. The “Hill- 
billies” car will have the 392 to start out 
with, but  Clive's Donovan runs well 
straight away, the spare engine will go into 
the Accles and Pollock car. Dennis Priddle 
will be running his Donovan and Is deter- 
mined to run a 6.3 s with the car, whilst 
Tony Gane will again drive “Mr Six” with 
a now 302 motor fitted, 

Allan Herridge will’ again be at the wheel 
of the Racaways “Firefly,” with Mike Hut. 
cherson looking to improve on his recent 
7.5 s in “Nokey” Hill's car, with John Siggery 
making up the field in the Ford “Commuter.” 
Some pretty sensational times are promised 
from the elght cars, Fred Whittle has entered 
his altered in the Top Competition class, 
where he should be able to give Dave 
Stone some strong opposition. Also running 
will be Hazze Fromme in the Injected 426 
Capri from Sweden, with Phil Elson making 
up the foursome, All the other regular cars 
will be entered in the competition and drag 
ster classes, with a whole team of Top Street 

t0 arrive from Sweden to make up 
ever Top Street bracket. Pro-Stock 
looks like having five entries going for four 
spots; Goggin, Pilling, Dickson and Crane will 
be joined by’ the first of the English-bodied 
cars to appear this year, the Stone's 332 
Chev/Escort. Mike Aitken’ might make it in 
his 327 Capri, with another possible spot 
going to Pete ‘Andrews’ Corvette, which will 
be driven by Adrian “Yogi” Yorke. Rounding 
out the American team will be Danny John 
son on his twin-engined Harley-Davidson bike 
that has recorded a phenomenal 8.5 s at 181 
mph. 

‘The meeting Is organised by the BDR&HRA, 
and will have a full day of qualifying on 
Saturday the 7th. Over £900 has been allo. 
cated for qualifying bonuses by Santa Pod 
Raceway, with the club doubling its prize 
money on Sunday, and this format will be 
followed at all major two-day events from 
now on—one of the best moves to be made 
by Santa Pod and the club in a long time 


E.T. 
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PRESCOTT 


Bugatti 


pleasant than Prescott hill climb in Glouces- 
tershire when the weather Is fine and the 
mood relaxed. Such was the scene last Satur- 


day when the Bugattl Owners Club cele- 
brated 35 years of ownership by promoting & 
restricted event which also coincided with U 
Tatter stages of this year's international 
Bugatti Rally which came to Prescott as the 
Penultimate part of a week of mainly social 
aetivities. 

Nostalgia was present in abundance through. 
out the day as a variety of some of the most 
precious cars ever to come from the French 
factory stood proudly in the sloping paddock 
as their owners swopped yarns, discussed their 
problems and generally were happy to be 
Part of the oh so relaxed occasion, The racing, 
or climbing, seemed of little importance. The 
crowd sparse, but knowledgeable, were 
present for the opportunity to see the Bugattis, 
the odd Frazer Nash, several ERAS, not to 
forget MGs, Alfas, the Itala, Napier, Sun 
beams, ete 

So far as the visitors were concerned some 
36 crews had been participating in the rally, 


Price's Bugatti 57SC gets away from the start. 


nostalgia 


mainly from Europe but with some Americans 
and a South African flying over and hiring 
cars. Perhaps the best known visitor of all 
was Raymond Mays who was seen in deep 
conversation with the ERA owners in par- 
ticular, and who probably would have col- 
lected ‘the odd BTD if Prescott had been @ 
hillelimb in’ his glorious pre-war days. 

So to the sport and pride of place must 
g0 not to Hamish Moffatt who collected BTD 
with ERA R3A in 44.50 8 to collect a goblet, 
but to John Venables-Llewellyn who knocked 
almost a second off the six-year-old record for 
unsupercharged vintage sports cars. Driving 
Mitchell's 1930 Frazer Nash fitted with the 
1971 cc engine, he went up in 46,71 s to 
hammer Ron Footitt’s 1967 time in his 1926 
AC/GN. 

‘The event had opened with a cavalcade of 
Bugattis led by Cecil Clutton in his “1908 
tala and he went on to take the veteran class 
from Steady Barker's 1908 Napier. In the 
sports car class (up to 1900 cc), Colvin Gunn, 
was most spirited with his MG QA replica 
model and his 51.81 8 gained him first place 
by a huge margin over Hugh Conway's Type 
37A. who. was nearly half a second quicker 
than the Type 37 of Michael Gilbert. 

Tony Mitchell's 1930 Frazer Nash Falcon 
took first and second places in the 1501 
3000 ce class. Bill Stephenson did 48.08 s to 
pip the owner by 0.24 s with David Black's 
1931 Monza Alfa third. The rare Type 57SC of 
Price (one similar realised £24,000 in auction 
in America last year) contested the over 3 
Mtre class where victory went to Hamish 
Morten's 1920 Bentley 3/4} in 48.57 s. 

Tan Preston was the next to collect a cl 
at this Shell-sponsored event with his Type 
35B which did 46.38 s to take the over 2 litre 
racing car class and “Doc” Taylor collected 
yet another award for the Caesar Special when 
he improved on his handicap by 7.15 s with 
a run in 48.71 s which was also good enough 
for him to collect the award in the survivor's 
handicap. Finally Martin Dean in his Type 
37A won the Bugatti handicap when he 
improved on his handicap of 56 secs by 3.95 s. 


AVON MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 


The €scort Mexico of Gillian 
Fortescue-Thomas and Caroline 
Faulder of Nova Magazine will 
be serviced on the rally by 


REEDS RALLYE SPORT—TORQUAY 
<> EEee... 


338 Torquay Road 
Preston, Paignton, Devon 
Tel: Paignton 43433 


HAMPSHIRE’S MOST PROGRESSIVE 


UBM Motors Ltd 
Hyde Street 
Winchester 

Hants 


Rallye Sport enquiries please 
phone 0962 64161 


TRICENTROL CARS (CHELMSFORD) LTD. 


39 Robjohns Road, 
Widford Industrial Estate, 
Chelmsford, Essex. 
Telephone 0245 64111 


FOR ANYTHING <> Ente COME 


AND DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS 


WITH THE EFFICIENT EXPERTS 


oro 


Dealers for Kent 


K. T. (DARTFORD) LTD. 


The Brent, Dartford, Kent. 
Tel: Dartford 22171. 
AUSO 
Erith Road, Northumberland Heath, 
Erith, Kent. 
Tel: Erith 38191. 


FoR <> EEE on south LONDON 
CONTACT THE SPECIALISTS 


ADLARDS LTD. 


51 Upper Richmond Road 
London SW15 
Tel: 01-733 5511 


WESTMORLAND’S FULLY GEARED 


Lakeland Motor Co. Ltd. 
Mintsfleet Industrial Estate, 
Kendal, Westmorland 
Telephone Kendal 23534 


BROADSPEED FOR NEW & USED 
RALLYE SPORT VEHICLES 


Broadspeed 


Banbury Road, Southam 
Leamington Spa, Warwickshire 
Tel: 092-681 3191 


ep 
WE ARE EXPERTS = 


YOUR LOCAL RALLYE SPORT DEALER 


Tel: Walsall 21212 


TILDESLEY GROUP 
WOLVERHAMPTON STREET, 
WALSALL, STAFFS 


ore MAIN 
TILDESLEY 4 
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Sports extra 


Robin Smythe led the 750 chase in his Warren behind John Giles, eventually dropping back 


rh overheating. 


SNETTERTON 


Narrow win for Taylor 


Contrary to popular rumour it doesn’t always 
fain at Snetterton, indeed perhaps the only 
omplaint at Sunday's Romford Enthusiasts 


CC-organised Clubble was the presence of 
too much sunshine. Championship races for 
Super Visco F1200 and Reliant 750F were 


included In the seven-race programme with 
runaway leaders Mike Taylor (TT) and Mike 

«(DC Plus) both having problems in the 
ages of their races and scoring mar- 
vietories, Ian Mawby crashed his 
69 very badly at Sear fol- 
failure during the libre 


from the All trunk road. 
tained a broken neck, this news was much 
happier than at first was feared. 

The timekeepers had paid John Brock the 
compliment of an extraordinarily quick prac- 
tice time for pole position on his first race 
fat Snetterton with his Nike but at the fall 
Of the flag the status quo was restored and 


‘Although he sus~ 


the ‘lead battle, as antic volved 
David’ Minister's Elden, the jes of 
Graham Elkington and ‘Chris Barnett and 


Glenn Eagling (Lotus 61). While these four 
pulled away the rest of the capacity grid 
Stayed in @ continuous train for far longer 
than one expects at_a non-championship F 
Ford race. With Barnett dropping back 
slightly the lead continued to change but 
Eagling looked to have the edge as they 
started the last lap, his first win at his 
Tocal circuit was safe for Minister and Elking- 
ton tangled at the Hairpin, the Royale driver 
restarting to take second while Minister lost 
third to. Barnett. 

Mike Street led off the F750 Championship 
contenders at a fine pace and for most of the 
race interest centred on the carve-ups from 
second to fifth place. Robin Smythe (Warren) 
led the chase, followed by John Giles and 
Richardson in JGS and DNC respectively 
while Lyn Evans (Centaur) and Paul Adams 
(Paladin) were also in attendance in the 
early stages, Adams relinquishing his place 
with a spin into the sandbags at the Hairpin. 
With two laps to go the second place battle 
closed on Street with Richardson actually 
nipping past the DC Plus on one occasion, 
but on the final circuit Street regained the 
Tead and held off another challenge from 
Richardson who himself was almost. caught 
by Giles. Smythe’s hopes faded as the Warren 
‘once again began to overheat. 

Brian Hough caused drama on the Mod- 
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sports grid by failing to arrive to claim his 
pole position, the TVR suffering a fuel block- 
Age on the ‘pace lap. Harry Phillips took 
‘advantage of the gap to hammer the Jiffy 
Packaging Chevrolet Corvette into second 
spot and gradually close the gap on John 
Evans’ fleet Lotus Elan. Phillips’ game drive 
in the seemingly evil-handl 


tried for the lead (as the paint on the Elan 
shows) it seems that “something broke" in 
the suspension further up the track and the 
"Vette stuffed the bank rather hard. Evans 
ran home a worthy winner while another 
Elan piloted by Geoff Gilkes took second, 

Mike Taylor's Tetranychus Telarius ws 
so much quicker than the rest of the F1200 
pack in practice that it was almost embai 
Fassing—to all but Mike Taylor. In the race 
the gap between the TT and second place 
gradually became wider until the spider broke 
& wishbone with more than three laps to 
go and suddenly we had a lead dice and 

third place battle to watch. Somehow 
Taylor held’ off John Corboy's U2, indeed 
his car was handling so badly on some 
corners that the two cars touched once as 
the TT slowed, and he made the line a few 
lengths ahead.’ Harry Cooper's remarkable. 
looking Hair Super star shone well enough 
to just beat Norman Manning (Toucan) after 
& frantic laps but one’s sympathy goes to 
Chris Bristow whose Allen held second to 
Taylor for many laps until retiring with 
engine trouble since he could hardly fail 
to have passed the TT. Paul Griffin inverted 
his Grifin at Russell after a fairly mild spin 
and may have sustained a broken arm in 
the process. 

Sunday July 1, 1973, will go down in 
Peter Morley’s diary as the day when he 
Bnally beat Frank Lockhart. The efforts of 
Morley in the refurbished Pacey Hassan 
Bentley to overhaul Lockhart's Rover Special 
enlivened an otherwise processional Historic, 
Vintage PVT, etc, race although David Ham 
completed a’ successful weekend with the 
Superb-sounding Lister Jaguar to score a 
runaway win. 

Mf a Man of the Meeting award was at 
stake it would surely have gone to Andrew 
Wheldon who elected to start from the rear 
of the saloon race grid, after qualifying for 
pole, since his Cooper S was virtually with- 
out first and second gears, and by half race- 
distance was already into the top five of the 


lap charts. His ensuing dice with Nick 
Wattiez's Longman Cooper S involved quite 
a bit of needle with Wheldon finally having 
to settle for a class second place and fifth 
in the overall order. Jeff Mann (Anglia t/c) 
hit the front by Riches and was never 
headed although Mike Weston's Escort-BDA 
Seemed to be getting a little nearer in the 
closing stages. Roger Taylor's now much 
lower 1700 Escort BDA held a good third 
until {ts gearbox cooked while Les Nash w: 
making up ground 


by the wayside. Rosen Nash in one of his 
few successful outings at Snetterton with his 
‘T-litre Ford Mustang took third. “ Rupert the 
Bear" Long—smarting from an incident 
which damaged his Anglia in the paddock— 
ran home sixth and took the I-litre category 
easily while the remarkable Wesley Mini of 
Norman Blowers took the next place and the 
‘850 category way ahead of its nearest rival. 

‘The Libre event was a one-car race with 
Martin Watson lapping most of the field, 
indeed one of them three time, in his F 
Auantic GRD and equalling Alan Kerlberg’s 
libre record in the course of a completely 
trouble-free drive. Peter Deal circulated his 
Brabham safely in second spot well ahead of 
John Markey's Gropa while Brian Hough 
made up for his earlier disappointment by 
recording @ 99.96 mph lap with the TVR 
{over 4 mph quicker than the Modsports 
record) before giving up the chase of the 
BMW-man as his mount was beginning to 


overheat 
MIKE DIXON 


ds Sie, tee, hate 


Rleaineg sporucar (8 tae) 3. Jenn, Seana {ht Late, 
sit" Genk se baits Cane 


REM a eght 


LT Murer Keegan” (Royale Rp 163, 
a°m aid 


MEXICOS FROM STOCK 


Le Mans Green. Custom Pack. White base with stripes 


Sebring Red. Custom Pack. Red base, black stripes 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD 
WHITEGATE DRIVE 
BLACKPOOL 


Look out for our car on the 


AVON TOUR OF BRITAIN 


EAST ANGLIA 
DAYS OF LOWESTOFT 


Whapload Road, 
Lowestoft, Suffolk 


Free rolling road facilities available to all 
rally and other competition drivers. 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE TELEPHONE 
0502 5353 


ESCORT RS 2000 


FOR THE EARLIEST DELIVERY 
OF THIS 
EXCITING NEW FORD 


CONTACT 
STEVE HOWARD 


SSSRSa2 


172: ANLABY ROAD, HULL 
Tel : 0482 25732 


We have been rallying an RS 2000 with Harold Morley 
for some time. The car has gone through an extensive 
development programme which has provided us with 
invaluable knowledge of this model. Of course we 
continue to supply, prepare and stock performance 
parts for the existing Mexico—RS 1600 range. 
Through our very active rally programme we pride 
ourselves on being the complete 


=> Rallye Sport Centre 


Rallye Sport Centre 


BIRMINGHAM 
BRISTOL ST. MOTORS 


156-182 BRISTOL ST., 
BIRMINGHAM B5 7AZ 


please phone 021-622 2777 
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Sports extra 


WISCOMBE PARK 


Alexander sets BTD 


‘The first ever Jaguar DC Wiscombe Park 
hillelimb was run last Sunday with 
Anthony Hutton taking charge of the paper- 
work and general organisation. BTD went 
to Brian Alexander in his now bulky look- 
ing Ginetta GIG with Bulck engine Stted 
with fuel injection, Brian Moyse being his 
closest rival In his neat U2. 

Wally Pratt's oft-competing Fiat 600 Abarth 
took the first class for Tim Dodwell’s 998 cc 


Cooper by less than a second and in the 
larger capacity class for road-equipped 
saloons, Alan Mussard's 3-litre Capri was 


pipped on the second runs by 0.05 s by the 
nimble Escort BDA of Mike Phillips. Of the 
more highly tuned saloons, Ernest Peat's sole 
run in his Commer Imp, surely one of the quick: 
est hillclimbing Estate cars ever, was suff 
lent to gain him the class win before retiring, 
In the larger capacity class for modified 
saloons, Alan Humphries’ Escort was a con: 
vincing winner with a splendid 46.54 s, the 
only other competitor to break 49.» being 
Robin Bowes’ Viva 2-litre which made a 
tidy 47.89 second run, 

The only entries for the series production 
sports cars were all in the over 1300 ce class 
but this was well supported. Two of the 
three Daimler SP250s didn't run and most of 
the cars were pretty standard examples; even 
Paul Channon's superb red Cobra was on road 
tyres when he won the class with a sh 
ing 45.83, just about 6 s faster than 
Smith's 4/4 Morgan which was harried home 
by Nigel Hatton's very pretty Datsun 2407. 
Keith Green's road-going Lotus 7 equalled 
the Datsun's time on his second run but 
took third place on aggregate. 

Ashley Cleave romped up the hill in his 
venerable Morris Special in the smaller 
modsports class, Tony Chipp's GSM Delta 
expired at the first corner with what appeared 
to be fuel pump problems and Garry Morse 
had great problems with his very nicely 
turned out Clan Crusader which was having 
fone of those frustrating misfire problems 
which sounds like a minor fault but defies 
analysis, 

Guy Beddington upheld Jaguar honour with 
his V2 fuel-injected E-type in the larger 
capacity modsports class and also setup 
third BTD with a 45.09 s, Tony Brown's Mod: 
sports Cobra grabbing second spot from the 

varlier E of ‘Nigel Pow. The sports racing 
cars class of course included Brian Alex 
ander’s Ginetta and feeling somewhat harried 
by Brian Moyse's U2 which was only 0.1 s 
behind on the first runs, the Ginetta driver 


John Alison's 3.8 Jaguar at Wiscombe. 
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pulled @ 44.31 s run out of the bag which 
gave him BTD and left Moyse the class 
award, with Norman Hutchings just over a 
second behind in his: U2 

‘The single seater class was depleted further 
from its number left after non-starters, when 
Keith Nolan's co-driver Brian Brown took an 
unplanned trip into the bushes in their 
Terrapin Mini and it was left to Jerry Jurman 
to win the class in his Vixen Imp. 

Nick Cussons turned up in the rather well- 
used Project 214 Aston Martin and romped 
away with the Aston Martin award, also 
taking second place in his own sponsored 
class for Post Historic cars where he set a 
staggering 47.98 s in his efforts to beat Tony 
Brown's Cobra which dominated the class 
with two runs under 46 s. Only two runners 
took part in the 2-litre Spreckley Thoroughbred 
class, Bob McElroy winning in his Le Mans 
MGA. The largest capacity class was better 
supported and Richard Williams’ DB4, running 
in no less than three different classes, gained 
his reward in this category with a 51.85 5, 
beating the handsome XK150S of Roy 

Road Test scribe, 
photographer Paul 


himself, 
from Gordon Bruce who is no respecter of 
friends who lend him cars to co-drive and 
frequently beats them, annexed the Jaguar 
class for himself with 53.24 s, his main rival 
Nigel Pow having elected to run in the 
modsports class instead. 

Sir Nicholas Williamson, the _relgn- 
ing hillclimb champion, produced a bottle of 
wine for the BTD man, Brian Alexander, and 
expressed himself pleased with the turnout 
and atmosphere of this pleasant mee 
Wiscombe Park is developing a Trout Farm 
adjacent to the hillclimb and spectators will 
be able to catch their suppers while they 


watch the sport ! 
ROBIN REW 


LYDDEN 


Morrison scores 
in Super Vee 


TEAC were in charge of a nine race meeting 
at Lydden last Sunday, when the club cham- 
pionships in particular were catered for. In 
glorious weather the nine races were run of 
Slickly In three hours with near full 
Several races provided excellent entertal 
ment. 

Proving that cubic capacity is not every- 
thing Gerry Glass in 850 Swiftune Mini out 
dragged John Homewood's I-litre Imp from 
pole position on the I-litre saloon race but 
Homewood asserted himself in the lead by 
the second corner and drove steadily to the 
flag. David Enderby drove well in his 850 
Mini to hold off Colin Craven's I-litre Imp 
in a race-long duel for third place. 

A. non-championship Formula Vee race 
gave Martin Thompson's Scarab a win from 
poleman Martin Woodman's Project 73. En- 
gulfed by the field at the start Woodman and 
Thompson drew clear from Alan Board's 


Morrison 
Lydden. 


winning the Super Vee race at 


Alpha Vee at the third lap, then Thompson 
took the lead at the exit from the Elbow to 
win by 52 5 

Tony Westbrook led from the grid in the 
Mini 7 dice, closely tailed by Mick Collard 
and Mini 7 Champion David Sambell. Jim 
Robertson left the fray on the first lap park- 
ing his Mini on its side in the long grass at 
the Elbow, while Westbrook and ‘Collard 
gradually left Sambell in a tremendous dice 
for the lead. Mick Collard was slightly 
through Chessons Rise and on the | 
squeezed passed and tightly held the ta 
three corners to take a 0.5 s win 

‘Another good race was for FFs, Peter 
White's Palliser switched on to automatic 
pilot and despite many attempts, nothing 
Wil Arif in his Merlyn could upset White’ 
lightpath to the chequered flag. Second row 
men Don Smith also in Merlyn and John 
Brick’s Elden were locked in combat for third 
place gradually dropping out of contention for 
the lead, with Brick eventually taking third 
place by 1 5. 

a Power Championship points were at 
ein the Monoposto race, Poleman Ali 
Baillie in his Viking 1A points leader Brian 
Jordan's Nike from taking another win while 
| furious dice developed for third place b 
tween David Coombs’ Manta and the Brat 
hams of Bruce West and John Boughton, We: 
driving with great verve took over third on 
the last lap in his BT18, while Coombs crossed 
the line @ nose ahead ‘of Boughton and both 
finished with the same time, 

In the modified sports car race Tony Dun- 
derdale in his Turner 1600 drove away from a 
failing opposition. First Rod Longton's TVR 

5 second for one lap but he fell back with 
falling oil pressure and retired; then Roger 
Redsell's Spridget gave chase retired 
with overheating on lap four. David King's 
Ginetta G4 eventually took second place and 
Paul Howard's TVR emerged third while most 
of the remainder of the field indulged in 
spins or retired. 

The Drake and Fletcher Viva of Brian 
Davidson beat Nick Whiting’s Escort FVA 
off the line again in the large saloon race 
only to be demoted to second again on the 
first lap at the Elbow. Brian Cox (1.3 Mini) 
kept Colin Folwell's big Capri in fourth place 
and at the front Davidson kept up the pres- 
Sure to gain a lucky win when Whiting's 
Escort retired on the last lap with transmis- 
sion maladies. 

The Super Vees made their Lydden debut 
with championship points leader John Mor- 
rison in his M. & S. International Supernova 
having no trouble adding another nine to his 
score. Fred Saunders surfaced 2s behind in a 
spirited drive and third place went to one 
time FF Lydden lap record holder Mark 
Litchfield (Crossié 24F) in a fast but unspec- 
tacular race. 

The meeting finished with a sad scene, 
seven cars came to the grid and four car 
finished. Luckily for F4 enthusiasts most 
the spectators had gone home, 


JOHN BICKNELL 


Results on page 53. 
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Volvo Dealers 


ST MELONS 
GARAGE 
ST MELONS 


Direct Dealers for Cardiff 
and Monmouthshire 
CARDIFF 77183 


LOGSDON’S 


(BALDOCK) LTD 


ICKNIELD WAY 
BALDOCK, HERTS 


BALDOCK 3511/2 
DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE 


MATTOCK 
MOTORS LTD. 
LEICESTERS DEALERS 


Tel: Leicester (0533) 59945 
or 29820 


le TEMPLINS 
OF TWICKENHAM 


FOR NEW AND USED VOLVOS 
01-891 0211 


NEW VOLVOS \AT 66 YORK STREET, TWICKENHAM. 
USED VOLVOS CENTRE, RICHMOND ROAD, TWICKENHAM 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


DEMONSTRATION CARS AVAILABLE cre) 


PAGE & DAVIS LTD 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
HEREFORDSHIRE 

& GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

56a BARTON STREET (EASTGATE) 


GLOUCESTER 
TEL. 0452 25291 
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Sports extra 


Mill’s two at 
MCC's Clubbie 


‘One of the oldest and most pleasant of the 
true Clubbie meetings with a history dating 

k to quite carly Brooklands days, the 
MCC race meeting and high speed triais 
were held at Silverstone last Saturday. Con- 
temporary photographs of early events snow 
spidery Morgan ‘Tricars thrashing round the 
inner circuit at the Surrey venue and 
memories of these are stirred by the participa- 
tion of a good turnout of these galiant litle 
venicles at this annual event. 

Last of the hign speed trials, of which 
the first three were for the ACU competitors, 
the 30 m event for cars gave competitors 
plenty of work to do, the circuit being none- 
too-clean alter 90m of motorcycle lappery. 
Mike Hayward's Morgan + 8 In particular 
Was having great problems in negotiating 
Woodcote, tor some reason running with his 
headlights on all the time, but nevertheless 
managed a second class award. David Ham's 
Sleek Lister Jaguar dominated the trial and 
just managed ms first class award with 21 
laps, having been hotly pursued by Mike 
Donovan's quick Modsports Midget through 
out, Mike also gaining « first. Hopkins’ 4/4 
Morgan and Anderson's tyre-squealing 3-litre 
Capri, John Mabbott's JPS liveried Europa 

Kiley’s MGU GI, Lewis’ MGB, and 
Phillips’ much sprinted Cortina Mk I GY 
also gained firsts as did the attractive Miss 
Jil Barnes in her Morgan 4/4, 

There were only three races for cars and 
Brian Mills, the amiable farmer from Bewdley, 
romped home to win both of the better sup- 
ported 8 lappers, the first being tor saloons 
and sports cars. His main protagonists were 
Kobin Meacham in the new Forward Engineer- 
ing racing E type having its first circuit sort- 
Out with a 4.2 motor bored to 4,459 cc, Len 
Gibbs" pretty Daren, Robin’ Gray in the 
ex-Hrian' Haslam Pus 8 modsports Morgan, 
vim Gath’s 1200 Formula U2 and Colin 
Lane's E type together with Welch's 1630 
Anglia, The first lap was hectic with the 
Muls and Meacham Es neck and neck into 
Copse, Joined by David Ham's Lister Jaguar 
Which had made a good start but at Mag- 
gous, something led to a conflict of lines 
Detween one oF two competitors and Colin 
Lane did a lurid spin without hitting anything. 
pitting at the end of the lap to have an 
Undertray refixed. Mills hustled the cream 
and brown E through Woodcote with the 
Fumbling Morgan hot on his tail, the Forward 
Engineering "k' close behind but misfiring and 
running very rich, closely attended by Ham's 
Lister, which retired overheating at the end 
Of the second lap, Welch's fast Anglia, 
Kipley's squat modsports Courier, Collins’ 
earlier Courier and John Pearson's XK 120 
Register car. Gray spun away his chances at 


Becketts in the Moggie on the second lap, 
the Anglia hada lurid moment at Woodcote 
in close company and lost a lot of ground 
and the race settled down somewhat although 
Carl Ripley threw a rod at Copse and did 
@ sound lubricating job on the tarmac to 
liven things up. Mills drew out a good lead 
from Meacham but Len Gibbs was driving 
on top form and the Daren caught and passed 
the second place E type, setting fastest lap 
as he did so. He caught the leader on the 
last lap, closing the gap to 1} s at the finish, 
with Meacham 24 ‘s behind, followed by 
battling Robin Gray's Morgan and Gath’s 
smart U2, with John Pearson a now lonely 
sixth In the reliable XK. 

The saloons’ only event was very disappoint 
ing, only five starters from an entry of nine 
and it was hardly surprising that David 
Welch's Anglia cantered round to win from 
Trevor Cook's I-litre example. Charles Bern- 
stein's 850 Mini and Malcoim Johnstone's 


— a3 


eames ot 


Robin Gray's Morgan spun away second in 
the first race, but hept it in the second, 


970S battled mightily until the smaller 
capacity car developed a slow puncture and 
discretion discouraged further competition. 
The third 8 lap car race was more or less 
repeat of the first but with a much closer 
finish and the Forward Engineering “E" had 
‘change of pilot to John Harper. Mills again 
fan out the winner after a cool drive but 
Robin Gray's Morgan was trying desperately 
hard to catch him by leaving bis braking 
very late and being hounded at the same 
time by Len Gibbs’ Daren. On the last lap 
he tried just too hard and nearly spun on 
the outside of Woodcote exit and the wily 
Len slipped through into second place to 
finish just 0.2 ahead. The Forward Engineer- 
3 early on, after being in 
hot Hts oll pressure having des- 
cended to an unacceptable level, and Tim 
Gath’s U2 and David Ham's Lister Jaguar 
followed the leading trio home, 


ROBIN ged 
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Seventh win for Brunt 


Roger Brunt from Trowbridge became th 
first driver to score seven’ wins; George 
Warren took his third class win in succes- 
‘sion; Bob Merridale beat brother Tony for 
the first time and the Inevitable John Bevan 
scored yet another BTD. These were the 
highlights of the Exeter MC's round of this 
year's Castrol/BTRDA Autocross Champion- 
ship at Clyst St Mary, near Exeter, last 
Sunday. 

jety-four competitors turned up for the 
fist of tne two rounds which are being held 
in the West Country this year and the 
organisers Iaid on a fast 1,200 yds cours 
and with three laps to each run there wi 
plenty of high-speed motoring. Three Minis 
rolled with varying degrees of damage and a 
special lost a wheel in practice which regret- 
tably struck a child spectator. 

In the standard saloon class the Porsche 
9118 shared by Brian Evans and Dave Mars- 
ton had a field day, revelling in the fast 
course and they blasted round within one- 
tenth of a second of each other, Evans gain: 
ing the nine points. In third spot 
Simca Rallye of Keith Newland-Hodj 
Surprisingly relegated Martin Barnard’s Da 
sun to fourth, nearly 10 s behind the Porsche. 
Barnard did 'a little better with his 865 cc 
Mini finishing second to Richard Macdonald 
who collected his fourth class win, but then 
he comprehensively wrecked the car on his 
second run when he rolled on one of the fast 
corners. Macdonald won in 2'm 41.5 » wher 

Evans and Marston in the Porsche got 
down to 2 m 40 s, 

In the smaller of the two FERWD cl 
Tony Merridale was delighted with his 2m 
39.6 s which gave him the class for the first 
time when competing against Bob, the pal 
in their usual Escorts. Tony was 1's quicker 
than his brother who had to fight hard for 
his second place ahead of John Bevan whos 
drive in the Daf 66 more than made up the 
lack of horsepower and the Glos man was & 
mere 0.4 s away. 

‘Among the sports cars Ron Easton again 
put it across the all-conquering Triumph GT6 
Sf Messrs Dawson and Northall, Ron took the 
TVR Vixen round in thundering fashion to 
collect his second win in 2m 386.5, half a 
Second up on Dowson with Northall 2s off 
the pace. But for the fact that John Button 
turned up with his VW there would have 
been no rear-engined class and his nine points 
were the easiest he has ever won and he now 
has five wins. Despite no opposition he was 
third BTD! 

With Roger Brunt demolishing the rest of 
the up to 1000 cc Minis with a run in 2 m 
37.6 & Nick Brice and Norman Williams were 
left with the places only 1 s apart but four 
behind Brunt who has a mammoth grand 
total of 81 points to lead the championship 
by a mile, Biggest class of the day went to 
George Warren who really flew round with 
his latest Escort BDA. George did 2 m 36.9 s 
to win the class by almost 9 s but Mike 
Wyatt (Escort) had plenty in hand over Clive 
Trueman (Escort), both making rare cham- 
pionship appearances, 

Local hero Gordon Rogers made his first 
appearance in the championship and defeated 
Terry Smith by 1 s. With his 1340 Mini 
Rogers got down to 2 m 32.7 5 for fourth 
best time of day and in the final class Tony 
Shilston took his Pimpernel Ford-engined 
machine to a very easy win over Rob Lyall's 
Grotbox. Shilston's 2m 31.0 s was a hefty 
5.9 s quicker than the Midlander but when 
Bevan turned out with Naveb there was no 
doubt who was going to collect BTD and a 


Sports extra 


New records at 
Scammonden 


For the first time this year Mike Flather was 
ot one of the 10 highest points scorers at 
this weekend's Rocar supported Castrol/BARC 
championship round at Scammonden. As this 
was the first championship meeting at the 
hill a number of records were rather slow 
thus allowing no less than six maximum 
point scorers, 10 new class records and a 
ew outright record to the Manpower 
McLaren MI4D Chevrolet of Roy Lane. 

In class 1 an excellent first run of 28.42 s 
from Graham Brooks in his supercharged 
1100 Escort took the class from Mike Flather 
who could do no better than 28.92 = in 
reply. Graham, still being unable to obtain 
the correct jets for the SU, suffered fuel 

vation on the straights. Class 2 was 
ry close with Micky Ports holding off 
John Davis in the first runs but a quick one 
from John turned es while John 
Casey was only 0.06 s adrift at the end. 
Brian Whiting had Class 9. organised in his 

ick shod RS 1600 ahead of Vick Mi 
B-litre Capri, while in the small spec 
saloons Alex’ Boyle cleaned up in his Las 
man Sand consolidated his championship 
fourth. The larger saloons class record was 
slower than the small one so easy 10 points 
went to Norman Adam's Motec S which did 
fone run for a new class record at 26.76 s 


from Dave Bray's Yarbspeed Escort and Mike 
Beckett’ 
‘Well, 


‘Anglia who collected 9.45 points. 
‘well!’ Brian Kenyon was second this 
ten on this occasion by Mike Gleave, 
by 0.03 s and it was a time which 
he later took half a second off in the Top 
10 run off in his Spri 
In the middle marque class Bob Speak re- 
versed the first run times when after a very 
neat drive he beat John Ashcroft's similar 
Elan, giving him a new class record and 10 
Castrol points, 
John Burg had no trouble with his Mi 
9, while in the larger Modsports 
1d ‘Cliffe took his Immaculate E-type 


up in 26.90 s for a walkover victory. Barry 
Joe's clubman’s record remained intact 
despite all that De Whittingham could do, 


best being 25.90 s in his DMW ahead of 
Paul Stevens and Ian Curtis in Lotus 7 and 
U2 respectively. 

Peter Hanson had Class 12 wrapped up 
In his Sports/Racing Sprite at 27.395 while 
in the larger class Richard Jones fairly 

aked his U2 with Hart twin-cam power 
to, the top in 23.97 4 for 10 Ci 

2 FVA. Another 10 points score: 
id Franklin single-seater 

flinging his an Vixen up the 
hill to record 24.26 s. Second at 25.41 s was 
Bob Priest's 

In the large class it was Roy Lane all 
the way. Since Harewood last weekend he 
had changed a head gasket on one bank 
of the 5.7 Chevrolet which caused the water 
loss—it lost three gallons of water to do 
the last runt It was his first trip to this 
hhill_ which he found very good, just wishing 
it was a little longer. An excellent first run 
from Tony Bancroft gave his MIOB second 
with Richard Thwaites" Eastern Carpets Stores 
McLaren in third 

A number of Castrol Top 10 qualifiers did 
not run as they had ‘good scores. Brian 
Kenyon finished with a new class record and 
995 points, Mike Flather still vainly tried 
to get the Class 1 record but to no avail 
Robert Sunderland improved to 24.86 s and 
Chippy Stross due to some bad addition at 
the beginning of the season, collected 10 
points. 

In the Top 5 Roy Lane put in two 
quick'and consistent ones at 22.57 s and 
22.56 s to take the course record from Rich- 


54 


ard Thwaites who could do no better than 
finish third behind Tony Bancroft who cer- 
tainly now has the hang of his new mount, 
the. ex-Wood and. now Pennine supported 
MeLaren MIOB Chevrolet. 


HAYDN SPEDDING 


© With another 100 plus entry for the second 


round of the 361 Autocross Championship 
East Hanningfield, near Chelmsford, last Sun- 
lay, the combined efforts of Billericay MC, 
jaynes MC and Herts Wood AC, seem to 
have produced a winner this year and the 
only problem was the dust. Despite this 
Peter Cook blasted through with his Special 
to take BTD in 2 m 99s, holding off 
nard Rodemark’s big engined Mini by « 
under half a second, 

Rodemark started the day with a comfort- 
able win in the small Mini class which he 
took in 2 m 13.4 5, three secs ahead of the 
field with George Hodge just holding second 
ahead of lan Thomson. Things were much 


ade 


closer in the FERWD class where the Anglia 
the double 


of Graham | Wi 
Escort. challenge | of 
Graham Hathaway. The latter 
won the class by 02 s but he clipped a 
penalty marker on his first run and then 
Suffered a broken halfshalt second time 
round, 

‘After Graham Allen's Elan had taken the 
small sports car class by a clear four seconds 
Ron Avent brought his Imp through to a 
comfortable victory among the rear engined 


The mid-sized Mini 
Poare in 2m 129 s from Mike Smith and 
Howard Tilden and in the class of the big 


class went 


Escorts Tony Ford's 1650 version piped 
Nobby Cresswell’s 1600 by 14 s with Barry 
Hathaway some way away third with the 
‘TC engined Viva. Bernard Rodemark's second 
win, with the big Mini, would have been 
much smaller but for a clang by Brian Stabler 

llected five secs for a marker and 


js _class by nearly 


6 = from Gordon Baker's Scorpion and the 
final class was won by Fred Hall in his 
1600 Escort competing in his first event 


the Prescott members’ 
jon scored. BTD 
with his Lotus 69 in 46.55 s which was only 
his own class record. Richard 
Wallinger was in fine form with the Spectre 
bringing the sports racing cars, up to 1600 cc, 
class record down to 472 8, nearly three- 
‘quarters of a second off the previous best. 


© Our report of the Longlife autocross organ- 
Ised by the Bournemouth MC stated that the 
sponsorship came from the brewers of Long 
Life beer, but regrettably this is not tru 

because the backing comes from the Longlife 
Group of Motor Accessory Shops. Cheers! 


Smith set for title 


@ Trevor Smith, reigning Castrol/BTRDA 
‘Autotest champion, took another step towards 
retaining his title when he was easily the 
‘Quickest of a field of 26 competitors who 
tackled the 10th round organised by Caernar- 
vonshire & Anglesey MC at the disused Mona 
airfield on Anglesey, last Sunday. 

Making full use of the long tests, there 
were 12 In all, Smith hurled his Sprite round 
In a winning time of 551.4 § to win the class 
by a huge margin and beat the best of the 
Mini men ‘by 26 s, Smith added only one 
point to his overall score and now has 39 
points out of a possible 40 and is all set to 
Collect the crown for the second year. 

Best of the class battles was that between 
John Larkin and Phil Darbyshire in Cooper S 
and Clubman GT respectively, On the day 
there was no way that Darbyshire could stay 
with the extra power of Larkin and although 
at one stage Darbyshire got within a second 
of the Essex driver, they finished 11s apart 
after both collected penalties in the last three 
tests, Larkin finished on 577.1 s to Darby- 
shire's 588.1 s. Larkin collected two points 
to bring his total to 34 pts but Darbyshire, 
with events in hand, has moved to 23 points 
from five events and still has a chance of 
finishing in the top thre 

In the sports car class it was a case of the 
survival of the fittest for behind Smith Peter 
Cox had to retire with a broken clutch on 
his Sprite and poor Harry Yapp succumbed 
toa slight iliness. This left the class to 
Steve Redsell in his 1275 Sprite on 656.9 s, 
with Richard Yapp (1275 Sprite), 5 # away. 

Catamity also) struck, Peter Noad with the 
VW" which ‘suffered the loss of first 
reverse which ‘efectivaly eliminated ‘hits Sind 
Tony Hunt took his Mexico to a class win in 
615.0 s to improve his class points a little, 
John Calton was 16 s behind in his Mexico 
land Dafydd Jones of the promoting club was 
third in his VW on 680.2 s. 

TOT Seth Eerie, 3914, 


@ Although he was beaten by Jonty William- 
son and Tony Harrison at the Peterborough 
MC's round of the RAC Sprint championship 
at Duxford, near Cambridge, ‘Sun 
John Ravenscroft still has a three point lead 
with three rounds to go, Ravenscroft, driv- 
ing this year the ex-Hardwick Lola T142 
which Alan Rollinson raced in the early days 
of Formula 5000, Ravenscroft has 48 pts 
from fouw wins and a third while Williamson 
has 45 pts from a win, three seconds and 
a third. Next round, an addition, is at North 
Cerney, Glos, on August 5 followed by the 
Weston-super-Mare and Little Rissington 
rounds in October. 


Bishopscourt results: June 10 
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In July 1972 Roger Clark ventured north of 
the border to drive in the Jim Clark Memorial 
Rally whieh he duly won from Andrew Cowan 
by ome second. It was his third visit to the 
land of the Haggis that year, for in April 
he had won the Granite City and in June was 
runner-up to Hannu Mikkola on the Scottish. 
Since that Jim Clark Rally visit = year ago 
Roger has made six visits to Scotland and 
every time he has travelled back south with 
the biggest pot of gold. His victory on this 
year's Jim Clark Rally was predictable, pro- 
fessional and almost casual. Up to the point 


‘Way back at the start, Northumbrian MC 
had received nearly 250 entries, for the event 
Which counted towards both the RAC Cham: 
pionship and the Shell/The Scotsman series 
Only 120 places were available, however, and 
although the reserve entry list of 30° was 
completely used up by the start, there must 
Sull be a lot of folk wondering how a new: 
Comer even gets started. Supported by Shell, 
the event started in Duns at 6 pm on Satur- 
day evening and the 360-mile route in the 
border country included nearly 130 miles of 
‘Stages—of which some 50 miles were on 
tarmac, 

First off was the Esso/Uniflo RS1600 of 
Clark/Mason which was followed down the 
ramp by the Mogil Motors RS1600 of Andrew 
Cowan and Ross Finlay (which is to contest 
most of the remaining rounds of the Scotsman 
series). Tony Fowkes/Bryan Harris substituted 
for the non-starting Mike Hibbert at three 
and the Martin Group Firenza of Will Spar- 
‘row and Nigel Raeburn at four was followed 
in fifth spot by Peter Clarke/Barry Hughes 
in the Silent Night Escort. East Africa was 

jented at six by the Escort RS of Vic 
ton Junior with Ron Crellin and they 
were In turn followed by the Escort TC of 
Dave Stewart/Allan Murray who took over 
the vacant number seven spot originally 
booked for fellow Perth man, Jimmy Rae. 
Bill Taylor/lan Maciver crewed the Royal 
Bank of Scotland car at eight; Nigel Rockey/ 
Paul White were starting next in the Hoopers 
of Bristol RS completing the top 10 

the similar car of Paul Faulkner/Monty 
Peters, Russell Brookes/John Brown were in 
charge of Ford's loaned RS at 11 and the 
round dozen was made up by the Burmah 
Clan of Donald Heggie/George Dean. 

‘The first two stages of the event were closed 
roads in the Lammermuir Hills to the north of 
the start and like all 24 stages in the event 
famed after racing circuits where Jim 
"k had won races. A lot of people, including 
rather an irritating gimmick 
competitors tended to call 
the stages by their more usual name or just 
simply quoted the number. Altogether, not 
Very clever idea that isn't worth repeating 
Roger Clark set the pace at Spa, which was 
just north of Abbey St Bathans, and was one 
Second quicker than Cowan, who in turn was 
some 18 seconds ahead of Russell Brookes’ 
works RS. John Jago’s Escort GT entered by 
Team Robert Moss was an early casualty here 
when it took off after a yump, hit an outcrop 
of rock and ended up in a fence, with fatal 
damage being done to the rear axle in 
process, Also in trouble was the County 
Garage RS of Mike Gilligan which was stopped 
with the bonnet up and the Citroen of Peter 
Dalkin which suffered a fire at the front. The 
second stage was called Solitude and used 
part of the Gifford to Longformacus yellow. 
Cowan was ahead of Clark here by several 
seconds but there was to be no advantage for 
the Scot as they were amongst the seven 
cars who cleaned the stage. The other five 
were Tony Fowkes, Peter Clarke, Russell 
Brookes, Tony Drummond and Willie Craw- 
ford—who is always a man to watch on the 
tarmac stages. 

‘Stage 3 (Levin) was the private road at 
Sisterpath and fastest’ man here was Bob 
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JIM CLARK RALLY 


Little trouble for Clark 


Bennett in his Mathwall-engined BMW 2002 
TI, three seconds quicker than Clark and four 
in’ front of Cowan. The car, owned by Ben- 
nett but prepared by BMW Concessionaires 
was running at No 68 but it went like a train 
for the whole event and Bob's final place 
showed that the time was certainly no fluke. 
Clark had three seconds over Cowan at 
Charterhall airfield while once again making 
up the fastest six were Drummond, Brookes, 
Fowkes and Crawford. 

Designated, Zolder was the private road 
stage at the Bield and while two seconds was 
the margin between Clark and Cowan this 
time, Brian Benson smashed all the lights on 
his Escort. when he nosedived the car after 
one of the very violent “yumps" in the 
stage. 

‘After another closed road stage near West- 
ruther (Indianapolis) where Clark (3.05) was 
followed by Cowan (3.09), Brookes (3.10), 
Crawford (3.15) and Drummond (3.16) came 
the run down to the first fuel halt at Pow- 
burn as stage 7 (Kylami) had been cancelled 
before the start. Out by this point was the 
TC of Dave Stewart which had been blowing 
oil out all over the wheels, brakes, windscreen, 
ete from soon after the start 

By Powburn, Clark had a lead of eleven 
seconds from Cowan while in third and fourth 
Spots were Peter Clarke and Russell Brookes, 
‘These two, « full half minute behind Cowar 
followed by Tony Drummond, Will 
ford, Tony Fowkes, Bob Bennett, 
Piggy” Thompson in his green Drummond: 
built RS and Paul Faulkner. 

Four stages in the Otterburn army range 
were next on the agenda and were known as 
Riverside, Brands Hatch, Goodwood and 
Zandvoort. Riverside was cancelled from the 
results for some reason or another but at 
Brands Hatch, Russell Brookes really put hi 
foot down to beat Clark by a second and 
Cowan by nine Peter Clarke, Nigel Rockey 
and Peter McDowell in his very smart Opel 
Ascona were all quick here but out went Brian 
Coyle's Imp with a complete lack of Brakes. 
Tony Burtt-Jones had a big spin perilously 
close to a large crater in his Mini because of 
@ puncture and collected a maximum after 
changing the wheel in the stage while Chris 
Beynon began to have trouble with broken 
‘engine mountings on his Twin Cam. Leo 
Panitske’s RS was credited with the fastest 
time at Goodwood where Cowan captured nine 
seconds back from Clark but at Zandvoort, 
Roger regained the nine seconds with Russell 
Brookes seperating the top two cars. Bennett 
and Drummond were quick again but Tony 
Fowkes retired with unknown maladies and 
also out went Mike Telford's Saab with a 
blown head gasket. Cowan had a monumental 
“yump the stage when flat out in top 
(somewhere around 115 mph) and the eventual 
return to earth resulted in a broken front cross 
member and a suspicious whine from the 
aif. 

Positions after the ranges showed that 
Clark had increased his lead over Cowan to 
21 seconds with Brookes some 36 seconds 
behind in third and Tony Drummond a further 
71 seconds slower in fourth spot. Fifth was 
Peter Clarke he was followed by 
Bennett, and the four “new entries” of Bill 
Taylor, "Vie Preston, Leo Panitzke and P 
McDowell 

Four stages in Kielder now lay in front of 
the cars before the next fuel halt at Byrnes 
and on the first of the quartet (Watkins Glen), 
Cowan pulled back § seconds from Clark who 
was in {urn only a second faster than Brookes. 
Back into the more suitable conditions of the 
forests, Bill Taylor appeared in the fastest 
six along with Rockey and Faulkner but 
Alastair Findlay got a bit too worked up and 
put his RS well off at a left-hander. In the 
ditch for over an hour, he nevertheless 


managed to get to Byrness without being 
excluded. Sebring saw the top two tle for 
fastest in front of Drummond, Taylor, Brookes 
and Rockey but at Oulton Park it was Clark 
back in front of the Scot by 9 seconds, Will 
Sparrow made a brief sortie into the top 
times to record the same time as Taylor but 
Tony Burtt-Jones had to stop half a dozen 
times with ignition troubles and was even- 
tually OTA at Byreness. Also in the toils here 
was Tom Coffield Jnr who put his Firenza 
into a ditch for 20 minutes. Rheims had to be 
cancelled because of a dicky watch but there 

Were a number of crews who must hi 
wished it had been scrubbed before the start! 
Peter Clarke exited with mysterious mechani- 
cal problems, Tony Drummond took no 
further part after the electronic ignition failed 
to do its job, and Paul Derry had to retire his 

fast moving Twin Cam with gearbox troubl 
‘The Byrnes halt, at around midnight, was 
followed by four more stages in the Kielder 
complex which boasted the unlikely names of 
Narburgring, Syracuse, Monaco and Mallory 
Park. The times given for the top cars 
will not be quite right here as Andrew Cowan 
was to disappear in the last of the four 
Stages and his times for the other three were 
not included in the final reckoning, On paper 
it was Clark to the fore on every stage In front 
of Russell Brookes each time, by a total mar- 
gin of 26 seconds. Kielder as most people 
Know is a big place and a number of people 
isappear somewhere in the complex 

thelr 


put the Opel well off into the trees while other 
men who did the vanishing act were Piggy 
Thompson, Alastair Clark wilt 


son brothers. retired 
While also out went Alan Arnell's Lotus Cor- 
tina with a distinct lack of exhaust equipment. 
‘The biggest exit though was that of Andrew 
‘Cowan who finished the event at Mallory Park. 
‘Coming over a brow at considerable he 
was deceived by an arrow and gently rolled 
‘over before ending up back on the wheels— 
but well off into some particularly boggy 
ground. It was over an hour before enough 
manpower could be assembled to extricate 
the car and there was nothing left to do but to 
retire 


Following the last fuel halt at Selkirk the 
rally headed northwards to the three well 
Used Peebles stages at Karlskoga (Elibank), 
Pau (Cardrona) and Snetterton (Glentress). At 
Elibank Brookes (2.48) and Taylor (2.93) were 
good enough to beat the now nonchalant 
Clark (2.56) and at Cardrona, Brookes (7.03) 
was some 15 seconds ahead of the field, Clark 
(7.18) and Taylor (7.23) were the next men 
while fourth fastest was Willie Crawford who 
‘was putting on a storming finish in the Lothian 
Sports Cars RS. Brookes (9.47) did it again at 
Glentress in front of Clark (9.52) and Craw- 
ford (10.21) but with the end in sight, Nigel 
Rockey took his leave with unknown mechani- 
cal bother and Leo Panitzke joined the non- 
finishers after going well off the road In bis 

Two stages on private roads near Duns— 
West Moriston (Silverstone) and a reverse run 
back through the Bield (Monza)—completed 
the event and continuing his meteoric morn- 
ing run, Willie Crawford took fastest time on 
both. 

Without really trying in the 
Roger Clark still managed 
over 34 minutes at the finish and as it wa 
Russell Brookes in the Works Ford that took 
second by a margin of over 5 minutes, a cer- 
tain Mr Turner must have had a very wide 
smile on his face on Sunday morning. Bill 
Taylor's third overall keeps him well ahead 
in the Shell/Scotsman Rally Championship and 


Adrian Boyd/Beattie Crawford are 


TEXACO RALLY 


Boyd beats Porsches, BMWs 
and Curley » ester crawtora 


‘The entry was very much a local one, the 


‘The score in the Boyd versus Curley 
Crawford took their Lombard and Ulster Rally 
team's Escort into first place in Me Texaco 
‘and National British Rally 1] m ahead of 
Curley and Austin Fraser in. their Porsche 
i German cars filled the next three 
places and it was John L’Amie and David 
Grant who took their Porsche 911S into 
third. place 9 m behind Curley. Current 
Ulster Rally champion David Agnew and 
Robert Harkness were a further 5m down 
in thelr light weight bodied BMW and Reggie 
MeSpadden who won the Rally 10 years ago 
In a Volkswagen and Norman Taylor were 
another 11 min arrears in their lightweight 
bodied Porsche Carrera RS. Rosemary Smith 
and Pauline Gullick gave Lombard and Ulster 
‘Team a grand slam by taking the ladies award 
and Anishing in seventh place overall in their 
Escort RS1600. 

Due to the continuing troubles in Northern 
Ireland the Texaco Rally was very similar to 
the 1972 event and was confined mainly to 
Counties Antrim and Derry. Most of the 22 
stages which totalled over 200 miles were the 
Old familiars but there were three new tarred 
sections which had never been used before 
Seventy per cent of the stage miles were 
tarmac roads and the other 30 per cent were 
over forestry sections. 


non the last stage of the 


Mungall_ and Robin Cockrane from Scotland, 
who had returned despite their excursion on 


Esler Crawford, 
were rather disappointed by the 
entries particularly 


Larne MC, headed by 
of the Course 

‘of, cross-channe! 
of the high prize 
winner receiving £300. However, it is hardly 


Atmosphere but the RAC competitions section 
certainly did not help by having another cham- 
pionship round, the Jim Clark during the same 


In recognition of his win last year and his 

Success Cahal 
Adrian Boyd. Both drivers 
me cars as in Donegal. 
standard and 


were in exactly the 
Curley's Carrera being virtual 


prepared RS engine since Wood has not yet 
rebuild him a 2-1 

Tack of a ci 

Billy Coleman also 

he was due to be partnered by 

However, the ch 


re engine due 


hon the Escort packed up 
ye start and so Scott was 
Hoping for better 
were No 4 seeds Sean Campbell and Brendan 
yet another Escort. Campbell 


without a ride. 


JIM CLARK continued 

special mention should be 
jathort driver, John Baillie (a 
"Challenger" in the Scottish Championship) 
who, after just a handful of stage rallies, took 
10th averail in the ex-Donald Heggie TC. 


JOHNATHAN OSBORNE 


finished second last year but since then he 
bas had such bad luck that he is on the 
verge of retiring. There were a number of 
notable non-starters and Robert McBurney 
and Norman Smith had to scratch wh: 

their 22-litre VW. developed an ominous 
Fatt: from their nev close rath Dorsche 
gearbox on the way to the start. Mervyn 
Tohnston hadn't time the body 
Shell of his Cooper S after his Donegal 
accident and another still suffering from 
Donegal was Pat McCourt whose engine broke 


After the tremendous Bovd v Curley in 
Donegal the enthusiasts were waiting with 
interest for the next instalmont. The excit 
ment was somewhat enhanced by rather spice 
reports in the Belfast Telegraph, an evening 
newspaper which sponsors” Curley 


The first stage after the 8 pm start at 
Ballinderry was just 7 miles south and was 
a new 13 miler called Nut Fill, Bovd and 
Curley continued as they had in the Donegal 
and it was Boyd who got the verdict by Just 
of 13.23. It was obvious 
was going to be very much a two 
man battle with everyone else waiting for the 
prime ‘contenders to. retire since Desmond 
McCartney and Drexel Gillespie in an RS1600 
were next best with 14 m. Reggie McSpadden 
raised a few. eyebrows when he recorded a 
time of 14.05 s to beat Sean Campbell I 
1's Ronnie McCartney crashed the ex-Curley 
lightweight BMW. 2002 just 3 miles from. 
start and injured his knee quite badly agains 
the ignition key, Later McCartney was heard 
to vow that he would never drive a light- 
weight car again since despite the fact that 
he went off comparatively slowly it was quit 
bodly damaged. Boyd was not _altovether 
happy with the handling of the Escort bu 
on the next stage, a four-miler at Moyrusi, he 
again best Curley by 2 s with a time o 
{41. David Lindsay/Dulfy Cunningham took 
their RS. 1600 into third spot with a time 
of 4.52 s. On the next stage at Kilrush Boyd 
Set up the fastest time of 540 s, 4s ahead 
Curley. Again it was Lindsay who took 
third place just 2 © ahead of Desmond 
McCartney who was shortly to retires when 
a head gasket began to blow. 


Then Curlcy began to get the bit between 
feeth and on the fourth stage at Knockagh, 
this time being Used in the some dirsction 
‘the old UAC hill climb course, he beat 
Boyd by 1 s with a time of 416 5 Sean 
Campbell was third best with 4.32 §. Boyd 
was still worried by the Escort’s handling 
and at the next. service point he discovered 
that the rear axle ofl seal was leaking oil 
fonto one of the back brakes. This was not the 
most conducive arrangement for driving fast 
bn west roads but the service crew headed 
by Bert Campbell hadn't time to repair the 
seal since the exhaust pipe had also broken 
and it required to be welded. Nicky Lindsay 
and David Sandford's rally came to an 
fon Knockagh when an oil pipe broke on thei 
ff the down hill hairping 
med the Cooner Sof 
Merton and Brian Rowan. 


On the fifth stage another new 
Craiganaboy near Larne Curley again 
honours being 3 8 ahead of Boyd with a 
time of 3.06 5. Sean Campbell was beginning 
to speed up and he was just 4 s slower 
than Boyd. On Sallagh it was Boyd ahead 
by 1 s from Curley but on the next stage 
at Crockan Curley took 7 s off Boyd whose 
exhaust pipe had once more broken. However, 
on Glendun 1 Boyd pulled back 15 s on 
Curley with a time of 10:30 s. Campbell was 
again in third but another 15 s down, John 
L’Amie and David Grant were putting up some 
Very respectable times despite having been 
pudged abank and bending a rear hub carrier 
in the process, This caused the rear tyre to 
rub on the body work and L’Amie was rather 
horrified to see mechanic Ian Drysdale taking 
a pair of tin snippers to the rear wheel 
arch. However, he was calmly reassured that 
it was much better to do this and reweld 
it later on than have the tyre rub a hole in 
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the body work. Curley 
off Boyd on the next 


replied by 


taking 5s full 
tage, the treacherous B: 


extent, it, being, over 10. miles tong 


Orra Lodge with a time of 7.39 s. Boyd f 12.04 was 16 s ahead of Curley with 
was now finding the braking so awkward that L'Amle a further 24 = down. Sean Campbell 
he wore a flat spot on one of his rear racing could only manage 1257 s but he had once 
tyres, However, at the next service point more run into mechanical trouble and was 


there was enough time 


Bert Campbell. tc 


sofering’ frome a lagen tour sprig. TE. was 


fit a home made cardboard gasket which cured again Boyd by 19 s from Curley on the 
the problem. Boyd celebrated by setting up treacherous Mickey Mouse Moydamlaght 
fastest. time on a lengthened version of stage. Breakfast was next on the agenda and 
Torr Head with a time of 1031 which the halt was at Aghadowey where the food 
was 13s ahead of Curley. He was even didn't appear to have changed much since 
Quicker on the next stage. Glendun 2 and took the previous year. 

no less than 20's off Curley with a time of 

10.02 s. Part of this was probably attributable With only 6 stages remaining it looked as 
to the fantastic light from the 100 watt iodine if Boyd was alll set for an easy victory but 


gl ongety a A ge ay Ee 
Secumene voy age" sonal ar tod 
allo aroSR Uae ake" Myataater Benin op and, hebrew Icom, previo 
Recto black bord witiin tie S¢'EtT, Soveioey fe te AC, aly eB wot 
Kine of 83414. By thie teape Derek McMahon SY%S, On the, Sage, Hself the: clutch began 


had retire 
a run big end bearing. 


his Auto Extra, BMW. 2002 with 


rip once ai 
another 11 om Curley with a time 


from heat and he was able to gain 


f 6.05. 


Managher was the last of the all tarmac He had a tyre advantage here since he was 

ind the rally moved into a new using Dunlop Di's while Curley had to be 

with the start of the forestry sections. content with SP 44's. Rosemary Smith 

first of these was the well known reached the leader board for the first time 
Springwell stage and Boyd showed that his with a fine time of 6.42, Once more p 

new style of forestry driving discovered on Sean Campbell's rally came to a premature 

Scottish was no flash in the pan by tak- end this time with a broken drive shaft 

9 s of Curley with a time of 731. Curley got the better of Boyd for the first 

Boyd was again in exhaust trouble, this time time on a forestry section and was 8 s 


damage was irrep 


was even more obvious on the next stage, the 
Cam forest, where Boyd was no less than 255 wh 
head with a time of 11.46, Cam saw the end part 
to David Lindsay's rally and he was seen 

topped at the ide of the road with mechan- time 


I trouble, The next 


nd the Larne Club fh 


rable as ap 
n off from the bottom of the 
as not finding the 


Three Porsches finished in the first five, 


handling of 


was In Banagher 
utilised it to. 


h 


manifold, fore 


‘of Boyd on the # miles of Ballypatrick 
1. Boyd had a slight moment and almost 


the spun after overshooting at a poorly arrowed 


junction, Boyd's clutch seemed to be st 
pace and on the 10 miles of Slievenorra 
h was composed of 7 miles tar using 


whereas Curl 


‘of the Glendun stage and 3 miles 
he was 20's ahead of Curley with a 
f 10.39. Again Boyd was using DI's 

was on 44's. The remaining 


its 3 stages were all short and the first one 


Cahat Curley 


‘Austin Fraser headed the trio in second place. 


at Parkmore was 


than. Curley 


mile. However, half way 
through the stage Boyd's clutch began to slip 


‘and he 
tage having set up a time 
He crawled to the 


crawl 
just 25 
pen 


ultimate stage the 2 miler at Capanagh where 


Ulster camp 


and by 
hideous 


engaged 
stage at 


Boyd a push start with the car in gear 


11s ahead. 


The Lombard and 
were really worried at this stage 


Dw the Escort’s clutch was making @ 


noise and first 
while at rest 
Ballyboley 


be 


is quite a flat forest and 
there was @ large crowd at the start to give 


relieved he was able to 
the stage dropping only 


by this time 


rough ro 


be put 


So ended another 


ds. It was 
Bnish in Larne where 
Boyd was he 

down with a welding torch 


Manx where the 
because B 


installed and Curle 
ratio gearbox 


spoiled 


able 


rd te 


had eased since 
chance in catching Boyd and he didn't 
damage the expensive Porsche on the 
miles to the 

relieved 

car should 


ly a few 


joke 


Tack 
which 


which will 
vd hopes to 
The 
well organised 
only by 
‘something 
to remedy. by 
least a 


fortnight 
npionship round 


classic 
be 
pace should be 
have a 
hopes 
Texaco 


‘Much 
finish of 
s to Curley who 

he knew there 


ey 


the 
even faster 


nave a close 
‘channel 
there 
each 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-64 * Racing and Competition Cars 64-67 * Autosport Market Place 67-70 z 


D.B. MOTORS of Leicester a he “SupefSeven, 


RETAIL speciauisrs Series |V with Lotus big 
OF FULLY WARRANTED valve twin-cam engine, 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILES 2 - improved specification, 
933. 834343. fully built £1487. 
Ring your nearest branch 
for demonstration. 
Hampstead -01794 9659 


REAR AXLES and BELL. Surrey-Caterham 46666 
DIFFERENTIALS 


for all sports, GTs and saloon 

cars. Full 9 months’ guarantee, 

fitting service, any axle 
repaired or overhauled 


Tel: 01-889 4115 


VARCROFT LIMITED 


67 COBURG ROAD, 
‘WOOD GREEN, 
LONDON, N22. 


NSEN ~ 
eOikeoGs HSK LOTUS 


1970 AUSTIN COOPER 'S’ 
Mk IL 


= in. RUE New "Eun 


£825 ono 
Tel: 01-969 9662 (Wanstead). 


1972 (Lreg) PONTIAC FIREBIRD 350 
oop pee 
og * £2300 ono 


SPRINT 1971 


Finance arranged if required. Contact Mr Downing, pg ae ge 
@ to 8 Great Kings Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire. 


‘Tel: Macclesfield (0625) 28279 (day), 24728 (evenings). 


Brandon Motors Ltd. 


FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
BRANDON, NR COVENTRY 
Telephone Wolston 2286/6 
Service Coates for LAMBORGHINI and BMW 


‘on/ASTON MARTIN. nd MARTIN Talned technicians 
‘er Servicing and Te ing Broken ‘ad Shock, 


SUNBEAM TIGER 


1965, silver, fitted new alloy wheels and radinis 


This is an exworks and is reput 


Tel: GARRARD 
‘Osgarthorpe 468. (even! 
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Sports and Performance Cars 59-64 * Racing and Competition Cars 64-67 * Autosport Market Place 67-70 _ 


(ELUIILN) 2/4 sports cars === 


PERSONAL EXPORT—MGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


,OTUS PLUS 2 $130/5. Demonstrato eae 1300 4-door. Choice of green 
ava ‘or harvest gold 
en een/silver with cham- “wage SPORTS. Tes! blue. Automatic 1750 MAXI, Teal blue/ochre 


MG MIDGETS. c 1 blue or green AUSTIN MINI 1090, Black. Alloy 


Various extras. 
NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD. SE14 — Tel: 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 
RELIANT SCIMITAR GTEs EARLY DELIVERY. DEMONSTRATION CAR AVAILABLE 


Hours of business: 10 am-8 pm Mon.-Fri ‘am-7 pm Sat. 10 ‘pm Sun. 
‘SELECTION FROM stock” 


Sil: erties | CONNOISSEUR CARS 


he ialists Ferrari 275 GTS Convertible. Borrani. 
The SPORTSCAR specialist: mp es 


Dino 1973 unregistered. Metallic silver List 


JENSEN INTERCEPTOR, 1 we 
cy ag = hte tion t= Dino 1972 £4650 


PORSCHE S11E, 1971. Orange. Electric Dino. Unregistered. Parts missing ... £3898 
windows and aerial, ete £3450 Porsche 9118 H Reg, 1991 ce £2450 
DINO FERRARI, 1971. Yellow. Electric Mako, Shack Co Convertible 435 bhp 
LOTUS ELAN windows. Radio £3900 i1'see everything .. £22 
S2 CONVERTIBLE Usual selection of 8s and BGTs. Spit Ferrari 230 GT 1958, Parts missing £600 
fires, ete 
1966. Good condition. Engine, brakes 
and chassis recently overhauled. 
Long MoT. 


DBS 1968 (G) Manual, electric windows, 
aerial, Many extras ‘£2250 


DBS 1964. Tinted, cww, radio, Bargain £1075 


Please phone for details. 


56-58 Bares High Street. SW13 DB4 1963 Vantage. Superb throughout £975 


£635 
Tel: 021-373 2554 Sales : 01-876 9245 sveiy'ei- bee leases aivessess 
b- Works : 01-876 9131 7406: 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-64 * Racing and Competition Cars 64-67 - Autosport Market Place 67-70 
JOS RANDLES 
Lows +25 130/8. Yellow 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


offers ch UR ess 


BRAND NEW 
1968 Aston Martin DBS. Manus! Bive 


ASTON MARTIN DB6 Mkil 10 tacort Twin Com. 1000 ce NOVA 


Oct, 1970. 14,000 miles only. Prob: 1969 (series) Scimitar GTE, Golden sand 


1971 Fiat 125 Twin Cam 
ably making this the finest Mk Il pelt Ea FOR SALE 

available. Automatic, power assisted bet] Wee oon Just £2,300 buys you one of the most 
steering, fuel injection, sun roof, 1969 Lotus Elan 84 SE. DHC, yellow Sah ceupae, Mes on 


tinted windows, heated rear win 1908 Porache B12. White. Radi. 1 owner sy 
dow, etc, Finished in golden sand 
a perfectly tractable, everyday road 


with tan interior trim. Magnificent 38 re a 
ta 1373 (arch) ‘lan Sprint F car that is inexpensive to run but 
condition throughout and surpris 278 rah tn heaven. 0. drlverand ownaiteeres tine 


ingly fast £3800 1972 clude front discs, Wolferace all 
wheels, air horns, electric aerial 


“The” car for someone who wants 


ASTON MARTIN DB4 VANTAGE | [OSNCNOONRNONONIONEIIIIL | 141: nrinscome. (clon) 3007 attr 
1963. The first Vantage made, unique Tel 48361-47623 9 pm any evening. 
car with Sundym glass, electric win- 
dows, sun roof etc, Other modifica- 
tions include flared wheel arches. 
White with black interior. At present 


Mazda and Lotus go Vroom 
undergoing full service and check- 


over. £1000 NEW CARS 1973 Lovus 


RELIANT SCIMITAR GTE 


1971. Manual with overdrive. 30,000 
miles. White, black trim. ‘Excellent 


Europa Special. Big 


LAN +2. 130/5. Yatlow ust arm, “Alloy “ernest, 
ELAN +2 130/8" Lagoon’ bi ust 
EUROPA ‘Speci! Re eso 


MAZDA. All‘ models of Mazda cais in stock 


USED CARS 


‘eather Radio."30.000 miles. Excel 


1980 LOTUS Elan $4 White, FHC Radio ‘ample cress 
condition throughout £1700 1972 [LOTUS “Europe “twin cars. "had, “OMS THR OPEL Manis Clame, rad. Guper con. 
OAT, $000 alten ec; CTO BIRO ary ensiten “ear ia Weal tae 


v7 ()"LoTUs “Curops, 


ALVIS PVT RACING CARS nae ven aE ng bs 


000 ‘mires 
Chassis 1934, body around 1954. 


Unique car in beautiful condition. 
Looks like Connaught / Maserati 
250F. Last raced at Curborough 3 
weeks ago. For full details please 


telephone. = 
We are increasing our stock of new Yt 
and used Aston Martin spares and Enc Sayer (Cambnage Car a 2 High Street. 


3 mai pen all week except Sunday. Tee 


can now offer an even better service 
to all our customers. Any type of 
Aston Martin work carried out from 
a service to a complete rebuild. 


Why not sell 

your sports car 

on this page. 

Tel: AUTOSPORT 
01-636 3600 
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FOR ALL 


For full details telephone 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


AT TUTBURY 2744 
near Burton-on-Trent, Staffs 


AMERICAN CAR 
PARTS-EQUIPMENT 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-64 * Racing and Competition Cars 64-67 * Autosport Market Place 67-70 


ON THE BORDERS OF 


BUCKS AND BERKS 


SCIMITAR 
MAIN. AGENTS 


‘ORDERS TAKEN TO YOUR 
‘OWN SPECIFICATIONS 


SGT 


+28 130/5. Blue 
+28 130/4, White 


Demonstration cars available at your 
convenience 


Station Garage-Ta 
Station Road, 7: 
Burnham 6354 o 


HINE & WHITE 


1973 (May) BMW 3.0 SA saloon 
Fjord. blue with blue cloth interior. 
Fitted power steering, radio/stereo, 
HAW, headrests, overtaking mirror 
3000 “miles. Taxed to April 1974. 1 
‘owner £4950 


1972 Jaguar V12 E-Type Roadster. Dark 
‘blue/grey hide interior. Manual gearbox 
sundym glass, push-button radio, elec 
aerial, cww. Full history and bills avail 
‘able. Outstanding example, offerad at 


4971 Jaguar V12 E-Type 2+2 FHC. Fin- 
ished in white/red interior. Auto. Radio, 
inertia ‘seat belts. 13,000 miles £2995 


1967 Porsche 9118 Coupé. Yellow/black 
interior, Recaro seats, stereo, Sundym 
windscreen £1995 


1972 Alfa Romeo 2000. Berlina saloon. 
Dutch blue, beige interior. 1 owner 
£1895 


1972 Fiat 125 Special. Dark ivory, beige 
‘loth interior. 5-speed gearbox. HRW. 
Radio. Electric aerial. 21,000 miles. Taxed 
until February 1974 £1145 


1968 Jaguar 42 E-Type DHC. White/black 
intefor. ‘Chrome ww. Radio, Moto-lita 
Steering wheel, 45,000 miles £1275 


1970 (J reg) ‘Austin Maxi 1500. Elpaso 
beige, ‘autumn leaf interior. 29,000 
miles. 1 owner £695 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


STUART HOWARD CAR SALES 


158-168 UTTOXETER ROAD, LONGTON 
STOKE-ON-TRENT, STAFFORDSHIRE 


1970 MGB GT. Red, wires, o/drive, radio 
£1175 


1970 MGB GT. BAG, HRW, o/drive, radio, 
Ri 


ostyles £1150 
1968 Triumph GT6 £650 
1968 Cortina 1600E. Radio 


+4 SUPER SPORTS 
The Ultimate in Morgans 


One of the last. known of these very 

fare cars. Full, Lawrence tuned engine, 
Oss racing gearbox, 

72 spoke wire | wheels 

id. widened chassis. wi 

ereo/radio, ele 

horns, Selmar burg 


£695 

1972 Ford Capri 1600 GT XLR. Radio. 
This car has 2 genuine recorded ‘mileage 
of 3,700 and has 2 months’ factory 
warranty £1195 

spot and 1967 Sunbeam Aipine DHC. 2 owners £525 

hotograph that HIRE |PURCHASE—INSURANCE 
Tneorrect. NO DEPOSIT FINANCE TO 

SUITABLE CLIENTS 
Tel: Stoke-on-Trent 312164 
OPEN 7 DAYS 


Due to an error, the 
appeared last week wal 


Price £1888 
Tel: Handeross 384 


Supercharged Mini Jem Mk2 [1973 tore Seven 


14 MG_1109 engine. All ‘shed in metallic burgundy with chrome 
ng geet, Cooper's die Suspension, power brakes, heater. double- 

f duck hood, Spax. Kenlowe. 9000 miles 
only. Probably the most superb Seven in 
existence. £965. 


Tel: Andover 3121 


Neai_ pulleys, ‘Oupte 


Wiere, around £500. 


AC COBRA 7-LITRE 


An unusually complete, original road 
equipped car which has recently been 
overhauled at AC Cars. Finished in silver 

th black leather. Fitted new hood and 
sidescreens. 


Price : £6750 
Tel: 01-589 0562 
or Alresford 2144 


JEM MARSH 


‘Westbury and inspect our stock 


reer window. 400 miles only 
TVR VIXEN. Yellow, siloy whesis. Guaranteed 14,000 miles only 


FORD CAPRI 2.18 Brosdspeed Gullit GXL. Red with bie 


vinyl roof. Radio 


Rally seats, Cosmic wheels. Fully instrumented 


Esl, Westbury 3063 (81 0377382) x 


RS 1600 


1972 (K) RS 1600. 13,900 miles. Red. 

Custom Pack. Radio. RS wheels, cloth 

seats, HRW. Carpets. No competitions. 

immaculate condition. 11 months’ tax. 
£1295. 


Tel: Hatfield 64131 (office hours) 
Luton 36157 (after 6.30) 
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S&C Newbury 


Halesowen, Near Birmingham, Worcestershire 
Telephone: 021-550 1641 


Mercedes 350 SL, 1973. Motallic green, matching trim. Jaguar V12 2+2, 1971. 18,000 miles from new. Finished 
Hard and soft tops, radio, auto transmission, power in pale blue with black, chrome wire wheels, 8-track 
Steering. One owner, 900 miles £7200 ster. Whitewall tyres ©2825 

Jensen Interceptor Mk Ill, 1972. Finished in reef bive/ Jensen-Healey. Green with black trim. Radio £1725 


black. One owner, 17,000 miles £6350 
Jensen SP, 1972. Finished in yellow with black tim. }. 1972. Saffron with black. 1 owner. 16,000 


Sundym glass, refrigeration and 8-track stereo. 12,000 beled 
miles. Ex demonstration vehicle £6250 MGB GT, 1972. White with navy. Overdrive. 1 owner, 
Jensen Interceptor 21921, Finished in reat blue 15,000 ‘miles £1465 
with black. One owner, miles 50 riumeh cGaiicke: Namearlor/a toeeadl 
Forrari 365 GT 242, 1969. Silver/white trim. Refrigera- ee ne eee : Kones 
br ayy Cen tl ean MG Midget. 1971. White with navy. 1 owner, 21,000 
Forrari Dino, 1972. hed ‘in Agean bive, with black souee. i) 
trim, electrically operated windows and radio. 1 owner. Alfa Romeo 1300 TI Giulia, 1970. Beige with matching 
5,000 miles only £5650 ‘trim. 2 owners, 35,000 miles £945 


DISTRIBUTORS: MORRIS © JENSEN - MG - WOLSELEY - VANDEN PLAS 
OFFICIAL RETAILERS: ROLLS-ROYCE - BENTLEY - JENSEN-HEALEY 


FIAT DINO 
COUPE 


Metallic light blue, Ferrari V6 
engine, 29,000 miles. 
£1750 
Tel: 01-723 8270 


offers 


1970 Jaguar E-type 2 +2 finished in 
tangerine with Sundym glass, 
chrome wire wheels. Very low 
mileage £1995 

1969 MGC GT. ‘Automatic. Finished 
in blue with black upholstery. Fit- 
ted heated rear window ... £985 

1972 NSU RO89. All usual extras 
and radio £1995 

1972 (reg) Pontiac Firebird 350. 4- 
speed manual gearbox. Finished 
in metallic mauve with black 
vinyl top and tan interior ... £1895 

1970 MGB Roadster. Hardtop, soft- 
top. chrome wire wheels, over- 
drive. Very low mileage ... £1095 


MARSHALL 
WINGFIELD LTD. 


856 FINCHLEY ROAD 
LONDON, NW11 
Tel: 01-458 4204 


IN LONDON 
01-370 4114 


$2 VIXEN IN MINT 
CONDITION DEC. 1969 


Positano yellow, tinted rear window, alloy 
road wheels, P/B radio, leather steering 
wheel, many extras, only 16,800 miles since 
new. This is a rare opportunity to acquire a 
Superbly maintained sports car at £895. 


Tel: after 6.30 p.m. 039 138 700808 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, SWI0 


<sa29) 
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MISBOURNE Sell your sport 
GARAGE LTD | | and performance 


ALFA 
ROMEO 


New CARS 
Alita. Red 


GINETTA G15 


cars on these pages 


For further details 
ring 


01-636 3600 


SALES —SERVICE—SPARES Ext. 152 


RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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1970 1200 GT Juni 
1970 (May) 1750 B 


CLUBMANS 


WANTED 
Racing car spares, current or old. 
‘Must be in good condition. 


WE ARE NOW OPEN AND ABLE TO RACE PREPARE ENGINES. GEARBOXES. CARS, ETC 


9 am’- 6 pm 
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QUICKSILVER RACING ENTERPRISES 


OFFER 
F5000 1973 MACRAE 


Kinsler fuel injected, stainless steel braided oil, fuel 
and brake lines, spare gears, fully sorted but not raced 


Complete, $19,000. Without engine, $13,000. 
Purchaser to pay shipping from States. Around £100. 


This company requires two mechanics. FI and 5000. Top 
man at fabricating with complete understanding of chassis 
‘and suspension functions. ‘Formula Vand Porsche exper 
in building air cooled motors. 


Both successful applicants will have fares paid to USA and 
accommodation will be provided. 1 year minimum contract 
required. Starting salary $150 per week, Reply in first instance 


* THINK AUTOMOTIVE 


TA Greenford Avenue 
Southall, Middlesex 
Tel: 01-574 4652 


UNIQUE ALEXIS MK. 20 
Formula Three 


Since. Rebuilt Mk 8 Howland 

Formula 3 Dunlop slicks, just 
Serubbed, ideal for Formula Ford. Early progression to Fornul: 
Three for remainder of season. Complete £1,350. 
Sale due purely and simply to business commitments and lack 
of time, 

Telephone 021-355 4991. 
ALAN EDGAR. 


The Richard Longman 
1972 RAC Saloon Car 
Championship 1300cc 
Class Winning Mini 
Cooper ‘S'. Exactly as 
driven by Jonathan Bun- 
combe. Completely rebuilt 
and immaculate through- 
out. £1275. Selling only 
due to change to single- 
seaters. 
Tel: Paul Burt, 
Romford 49062 


THIS IS 


GRD FORMULA ATLANTIC 
Fitted FT200 gearbox, otherwise to F2 spec. 
As new. 1 race only. On 10°-15" 837s with 
spare 10-15" 836s wheels and tyres, never 
used. New 8DA, only run on brake. Prepared 
by nationally known organisation. Best offer 
‘over £1500. 


FEEL IT COULD BE BUSY TONIGHT. 
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A GENUINE OFFER 


SPARES TO INCLUDE— 
Various new 837 slicks and other 
new tyres, engine hoist, spare petrol 
pumps, jacks and a host of other 
items. Ford Transit 1966 with Oon 
Parker trailer. Taxed and MoT. Prices 
of the above items to be agreed. 


ALL REPLIES W.UL_BE ACKNOWLEDGED. BOX NO. 2009. REASON FOR BOX NO? 1 WISH TO USE MY PHONE AT HOME AS | 


JEMWOOD CARS 
Stvarmere Farm Estat Cabham, Surrey. Tal: Cosham 4968 (24 aneworing service) 


F2 BRABHAM 
BT 40 


Complete less engine and box. Approximately 
25 miles of testing only. 


Price £3000. 


Tel : Staplehurst 892226 
(Kent) 


G.T. 40 CHASSIS 1035 


A genuine road car in pristine original and correct 
condition, 15,000 miles. No races, no bumps. Recently 
thoroughly checked by Alan Smith of Derby and pro- 
nounced “ Very Nice Indeed.” Very tractable and geared 
for road use with top speed limited to 160 mph. 
RUPERT GLYDON 
Redditch 65766 after 8 pm. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


for Richard Roberts are pleased to see the success of 
ture with Richard this season and therelore the following 
Formula Ford car is now for sale from the previous sexson, 


PALLISER WDF3 


Successtul 1 
Howland Mi8. 


direct 10 sponsors at 01-235 0231/5891 or Norwich 712009 


MARCH FORMULA IATLANTIC OR F3. 
with Eden BDA or with parts to convert to 
F3 and F2. Very good F3 Vegantune engines. 
The Eden motor has been completely rebuilt 
with new crank, pistons, con rods, valves, 
Springs, shafts, pulleys etc. Bored and 
sleeved. Near new motor. 8, 10, 15 inch 
slicks, 8, 10, 12 inch wets on wheels. Best 
offer over £1500. 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


CHEVRON 815/17C 


JOHN BLADES RACING 


3, The Avenue, Whitley Bay, Northumbertand 


Tel: 23067 (day): 20876 (evening) 


Dut 


Engine Ex. Fittipaldi. Never run. complete with 


‘Special ignition box. ete 


N.A.T. RACING 


LOTUS 61. AN new components, new engine, naver raced. 
£959. ‘Complete Ist Lotus spares, new wheels and tyres, 2 
mark 6 gearsoxes, 8160 each, Holbay engine, four races on 
rebuild, £200. 

BEDFORD TRANSPORTER. Two-car capacity, ramps. winch, 
complete MoT «ill May'1974, £675 ono. 


Tel: Norwich 810104 or Elveden 255 


(sss) 


MOD SPORTS 
MIDGET 


1299 ce sprint, hill-climb, or circuit ear, big valve engine, reputed 120 
bin.p.. but fully legal. £580 or exchange road car, Easy terms avi 


Aino 


1143 Allan Woode short strobe engine, recently rebuilt. One of the quick 


Tol: Blackburn 61176 (weekdays) 
54245 (evenings and weekends) 


CLUBMAN'S CAR 


MARCH 73S BMW 


1973 2-litre sportscar. Total of 5 hours run- 


ning time. Spare wheels, tyres and ratios. 


Offers please to: Henry Candler. 


Tel: 01-373 7131 
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e = 
McRAE CARS a Sao If you are a rally specialist or 


a have any rally equipment to 
Offer for sale complete rol- = 
Rte pat oem seme sell why not give us a ring on 


car has just been com- 
pleted and could be pur. —- 
chased with a Bartz engine if required. A sensible price is 


open to negotiation 01-636 3600 


Contact John Hewitt—Broadstone 4390 
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BALANCING 


Hi 


CAR TRANSPORTATION 


ENGINES. 


CARBURETTERS 


“WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
244 CRICKLEWOOD LANE, LONDON, NW 203 


Pat aca ath ee 


PERSONAL 


a 


“ Gaataaten’ (Asa) nOk 
25 ‘King's Rod 
OrCall ue oni 81-790 W530. 


CONVERSIONS 


RACEWEAR 


NEW ALLARD 
. CONVERSIONS 


HEWLAND GEARBOXES 


REBUILDS—REPAIRS—NEW AND S/H SPARES 
"AND RATIOS: 


RACING GEARBOX CENTRE 
24 Oldbury Place, London, W1 
Tet: 01-995 6781 (24-hour Ansafone) 
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ASTON MARTIN—LAGONDA 


REQUIRE 


CAR 


F registered, 1971, converted 2.6 litre V6 Cortina 
Estate. Strengthened suspension, adjustable shocks, 
oil cooler, rollover bar, Cibies, Restall seats, rear wiper, 
stereo, radio, hazard fights, sun roof, tow bar. £525. 


Tel: 021-355 4991 
ALAN EDGAR 


Gurney Weslake heads £125 per pair 
2 45 Webers with BDA racing manifold. Racing BDA 
head c/w cams, cam carrier, timing covers, rocker box 


covers, flywheel, clutches, etc Offers 
1 lightweight March 12 in wheel £30 
Hewland FT200 gearbox (inboard), side plates including 
shaft, discs, etc £40 


WANTED—2 Brabham BT38 10 in wheels. 
Tel: Leeds 26216/41381/22890/621534. 


B.R.M. ENGINE PARTS 


Surplus to B.R.M. requirements 


Brand new Lucas 4-cylinder Mk 2 metering units, 
and a quantity of all steel BDA standard crankshafts. 
Many other interesting bits and pieces. Telephone your 
enquiries to 


Sid Latter, at BRM, Bourne 2327. 


McNALLY ENGINEERING 


Car accessories sales representative required to expand 
sales and promote future business for our range of alloy 
wheels. Proven sales record and previous experience of 
car accessory business essential. Excellent prospects for 
right applicant. Salary by negotiation, according to 
experience. Full details in writing please to: 

McNALLY ALLOY WHEELS, 


Factory 12, Parson Industrial Estate, 
wi on, Co Durham. 
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ENGINES FOR SALE 


2-LITRE BDA TITAN, 2-LITRE BDA RES, 
1930 BDA R/S, 1930 BDA R/S, 
1850 BDA R/S, 1600 BDA ATLANTIC. 
3 VEGANTUNE F/3 CHEAP TO CLEAR 


All the above engines are fully rebuilt complete with injection, 
clutches, dry sump, ete. Ready for immediate use, F/I or 
sports cars. 


061-834 8033 


JANSPEED POWER FOR YOUR CAR 
Suspension Tuning 


formula one 


21 Ganton Street Carnaby Street 
Condon wiv 1LA Telephone: 01-437 3968 


£28.68 
£31.68 


Single Layer Nomex Overall, white 
Single Layer Nomex Overall, blue or orange 


Double Layer Nomex Suit, made to measure, 
striped and embroidered, with a choice of three 


colours £60.00 


Triple Layer Nomex Suit, available in white, blue 
or orange, made to measure, embroidered and 
striped £88.00 

Nomex Vest, polo necked £6.50 

Nomex Vest, with extra long polo neck £7.00 

Nomex Long John Pants £6.50 

Nomex Socks, knee length £3.25 

Nomex Balaclava £3.00 

Gloves, Nomex back, leather palm £4.95 

Gloves, Nomex Two Layer, full hand coverage ... £7.40 


Gloves, Nomex Three Layer, full coverage, long 
rey £8.95 


Westover Nomex Boots £12.50 
Pit Signal Boards . £13.50 
Tank Tape, colours white, black or silver. Per roll £2.25 
Bob Evans Safety Visors £4.00 £4.75 
Bell Star Helmets £26.95 


Plus a full range of Bell accessories. 


All prices are inclusive of VAT and our new catalogue is 
now available on request. 
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require the following personnel : 


ENGINEERING 


PATTERN MAKERS (SPECIALISING IN GRP) 


SHEET METAL FABRICATORS 
ASSISTANT STOREMAN 

GRP LAMINATORS 

ARGON WELDERS 
MILLER/TURNER 


Enquiries to Factory Manager 
March Engineering 
Murdoch Industrial Estate 
Bicester, Oxon 
Tel: Bicester 3993 


ROLLOVER BARS 


\wasrom (02303) 2575 


ALEY BARS 


bee (Oept a) ri 3 2 


SAFETY GLASS 


SPACE FRAMES 
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brett: 
OPEN EIGHT TILL ONE SATURDAY 


BIUE-~ FIASH 
ford ENGINES 


Reconditioned exchange PERFORMANCE engines 
BUILT TO THE SAME HIGH STANDARDS AS OUR COMPETITION ENGINES, 
Wee & GT Stage 1 8S 1300 & GT Stage 1 2 1400 & GT Stage 1 98 
See & GT Stage 2 1112 1300 & GT Stage 2 S118 1600 & GT Stage 2 6122 


Bench Tested and Guaranteed 


Send S.A.E, for full details. 


35535 lan Walker Conversions 


Dept.EM, 236 Woodhouse Ra, London N.12_ Tel: 368 6281-2.3 


START OR DEVELOP YOUR 
SALES CAREER WITH A 
PACE SETTING PUBLISHER 


Haymarket Publishing Limited have ten sales vacancies, either 
for men or girls, in the Leisure Magazine Groups. Some of 
these vacancies require no previous sales experience, 30 
training will be given. Others are for Senior Representatives 
who seek managerial positions, 

Salaries range from £1200 to £2250 with @ generous bonus 


‘These vacancies need to be filled immediately. 
If you are interested contact Rodney Powell. Tel : 01-636 3600 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES - 


SITUATIONS WANTED 


STEERING WHEELS 
———— 


LOTUS SPARES 


STOCKISTS OF ALL LOTUS SPanes 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 


0.0. SERVICE 
NALS AVANADLE 


woroe nAysanoox warons, 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
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ae ior NOR, MONE SES oben tre = WHEELS & TYRES 


oni eae Sess meee eee LATE CLASSIFIEDS 
TRANSPORTERS = 7 


WHEELS. 


RACING CARS 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO 5 


RACING SALOONS 
TN Jeddo Road, Shepherds Bush cnour 2 LoncMan 
London, W12 ag - 
Tet: 01-749 1391/2 5 : 


FREW & COMPANY LTD QUICKS 
Glasgow Road/ 600 Chester Rood 

Riggs Rood Oia Traford 
ree ‘Tel; 061-872 2201 


Tel 


25121 


PERRYS OF FINCHLEY (Coalpit Heath) LTD 


pita aiaiarpate S52 deckramnon food 
Finchley London N12 nom Heath 


Tol: 01-445 @888 Tel: Winterbourne 8271 


JOHN WILLMENT 
CRYSTAL re ) LTO 
181-191 Streatham Road 

Mitcham, Surrey 
Tel: 01-648 0071 


172 Antaby Road. 
Hull 


Hull 25732 


RALLY EQUIPMENT AND SERVICES 


Sports and Performance Cars 59-64 - Racing and Competition Cars 64-67 * Autosport Market Place 67-70 


To! 


HOOPERS Hodgsons of Retford 


BRISTOL RALLY AND TUNING CENTRE C Sond 2 
Distributors for 


Aleybars in the South-west RALLYE SPORT DEALER 
62 JACOBS WELLS ROAD, BRISTOL 8 
Tel: (0272) 23946 
Agents for \Cibie, Janspeed, Powermax. Ford & BLMH 
Paddy Hopkirk, Terry Hunter Seats, C & T. 


A large stock of Weber equipment. 
BDA ENGINE SPARES SERVICE 


Subject to being unsold the following cars are available 
immediately 


KAL 668K (reg 1-1-1972) Escort Mexico in ermine 
white/stripes. Fitted radio, mud flaps, wing mirrors. 
Low mileage makes this car very realistically priced 
at £1075 


SURBITON RALLY CENTRE 


Datsun 240Z ‘L’ reg, 10,000 miles. Immaculate. £1975. 

Mexico Sports, 1972. 7,300 miles. £995 

1968 1275 ‘S’. Blue/white. Wide wheels. £595 

1970 TRG, £1125 

1973 12-Seater LWB Land-Rover. 15,000 miles. Ideal 
service vehicle. £1695 


AGENTS FOR CLUB EQUIPMENT 


243 Ewell Road, Surbiton, Surrey 
01-399 2445 


ERR 711J (reg 1-2-1971) Escort Mexico in sunset red 
Complete with cloth contour seats. Cibie driving 
lamps. Offered at . £895 


For further details contact 
E. HODGSON and SON LTD 
London Road, Retford 
Tel: 2266/9 (STD 0777) 
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With an Witha With 
1.G.D. SAFETY VISOR TRACKSTAR 4000 LINEA SPORT FPT 


(Clear Only) 
ONLY Trackstar Double Layer 
2 ONLY 2mm d, Helmets have Suit (£85) 
ie beathonets: | ° Different Shell a3 Underwear 
nll pall juae# sizes tocater hes (£42-50) 
F Flying Objects for all Headsize 3 Types of 
“s "Requirements i Gloves (from £12) 
Rec rerail £5.98 + VAT Rec retail £2450 + VAT Shoes (£16). 


For Bell & Trackstar ‘72 Helmets [Snell 1971 Approved IExpensive—the Best Always is! 


Sole distributors GORDON SPICE Ltd Staines 57867 


12B CENTRAL TRADING ESTATE STAINES MIDDX=— Send for Descriptive Leaflet 


Star and Trackstar integral ADVERTISE YOUR COM- 


holmets 


Ti 1 IGD safety visors for Bell IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
£6.40 inc. VAT D PANY’S PRODUCTS ON THIS 


TRACKSTAR 4000 integral PAGE 
helmets. 


£24.50 inc. VAT please telephone 


CITY SPEED SHOP — {onuonrecs*™ 01-636 3600 ex 152 


V.W. DERRINGTON LT0 ay 


FOR ACL 


WEBER CARBURETTERS 


SALES AND SPARES 
ie ruen 


Linea sport FPT 
racewear 
your list of stockists 


EXPORT £8 Buckinghom Sto, iAvjleabuiy, 


SERVICE 0296 85359 


Jaybrand Racewear Ltd 
Highbury Street, Lincoln Road, 
Peterborough 

0733 68247 

City Speed Shop 

76 Bishopsgate, London EC2 
01-588 3881 


Road & Racing (Holborn) Ltd 

8 Procter Street, London WC1 
‘01-242 3080 

The finest in protective racewear oe 
worn by LEADING FORMULA ONE 
DRIVERS 


"#0; “UST cing) High Wycombe Seto" 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 


Leading spéeialist tor every make 
JEFF HOWE EXHAUSTS 
Rear Hollyville Cafe, Main Road, 

West Kingsdown (near Brands Hatch) 

Tet: 2347 (Kent) Toddington 2826 ‘or 01-864 S178 (evening) 


CIAL OF FE. EXPRESS EXPORT SERVICE 


{ TRACKSTAR 4000 
We export standard and competition parts, 


INTEGRAL HELMET 
SNELL APPROVED accessories and cars to all parts of the world. 


£18.20 + var 


Post & Packing free. 
All sizes in stock 
Send for yours now. 
Smail/Medium/Large 


For more information on how we can supply 
you with the parts you need or sell the parts 
you make, please contact WOS 


WOS MOTOR PARTS AND ACCESSORIES LTD. 


CORONATION ROAD, CRESSEX INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND 
TEL: HIGH WYCOMBE (STD 0494) 36197 


AUTOSPORT. JULY 5, "1973 n 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE TO ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES 


uy Maem ever ciarke | UPTUNE 


Morgan distributors AUTOS LTD. UPSHIRE 
Pekotto eee ereust BELMONT WHARF, SKIPTON SERVICE 
1. & J. MACDONALD BD23 1RL STATION 
7 becins apes patos Tel: SKIPTON 3218 UPSHIRE ROAD, 
Tol'Conchester (0307) 620016 400 BHP ROLLING ROAD bila eel nt: 


2 


-— CRYPTON DIAGNOSTIC BAY 
Tel: Waltham Cross 
ALDON GO FORD PERFORMANCE (97) 36660. 
SPECIALISTS 
ROI Ford Performance Specialists 
LING ENGINE REBUILDING Full Dynamometer Service 
aldon _ ROAD 


‘CRYPTON//tENAN OADHOSTIC BAY 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE MORSPEED 

Rolling road tuned 

cars set the pace 
SPECIALIST CONVERSIONS 
PERFORMANCE TUNING 

MORSPEED CONVERSIONS 

LTD, 

216 Livery Street, 
Birmingham 3. 

Tel: 021-236 0248 


TUNGSTON | 


Engine tune clinic for private 

patients only. Rolling road test- 

ing up to 300 bhp at wheels. 
DIAL IN 01-346 6616 


B. E. COCKS & CO., 


NEWMARKET ROAD 

CAMBRIDGE r 1 

SUN TUNING DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE | @ | cuss weditrer ce ®) 

ROLLING ROAD FACILITIES {ta a | 

( = TRIUMPH | NETHER STREET, FINCHLEY CENTRAL, 
© TRIUMPH | 


LONDON, N3 
Tol: Cambridge (0223) 65117 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


Classification heading (make of car, ete.) 
T 


For office use only 


i 
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UTOSPORT GUIDE TO 
ENGINE TUNING 


BORING 
BALANCING 
CRANK GRINDING 


Hillthorne Eng. Co. 


ALWAYS AHEAD! 


TUFTRIDING 
CRACK TEST 
SHOT PEEN 


‘SPECIALISED 
MACHINING 
UNDERTAKEN 


UNIT 2, TRUMPERS WAY ESTATE 
LONDON W7 20a 


GORDON SMITH exctixeertnc vr 


ELECTRONIC BALANCING @ CRANKSHAFT GRINDING @ CYLINDER REBORING 
@ FULL RACE FLYWHEEL LIGHTENING @ SURFACE GRINDING @ ENGINE 
RECONDITIONING @ LINE BORING FOR STEEL CAPS. @ TUFTRIDING 


| POWERMAX 
SUPPLIERS of QOrowEMAx 


PISTONS @ VANDERVELL BEARINGS 
@ ALL ENGINE SPARES. 


Bromsgrove Road. Halesowen, Birmi 
Tel : 021-550 3211/2 


PISTONS 
RINGS 
BEARINGS 


GASKETS 
CAMSHAFTS 
ETC. 


TEL: (HANWELL) 01-571-0911/2 


AUTO ENGINE SERVICES (HARROW) 


FOR_A SPEEDY SERVICE ON CRANKS, RODS, CAMS, FOLLOWERS Etc. 


ALSO FOR: 
* 


* 
* 
* 


%* TUFTRIDING 


7 PALMERSTON ROAD, WEALDSTONE, HARROW, MIDDLESEX 


] 


NGSTON 


ILE_DEVELOPRTaTs— 


Engine tune clinic for 

private patients only. Roll- 

ing road testing up to 
300 bhp at wheels. 


DIALIN 
01346- 
6616 


ENGINE TUNING 
ani 


ROLLING ROAD TEST CLINIC 


% 24 HOUR BALANCING SERVICE 


DYNAMIC BALANCING 
A Service for the West of England 
lance it needs for 


went. backed up by 
fc Dalancing ‘machines. tor con-rode 


tow, our service quick. Only 14 
2 from Ma Junction 16. Write f ie or 
‘phone: 
0793-81-331 (Wroughton, Wilts). 
BASSET DOWN LTD, SWINDON SN4 S0P 


Lotus 
SERVICE SPECIALISTS 


PISTONS 
BEARINGS 
SHELLS 
ROLLERS 
SEALS 


TUNING AND CONVERSION 
‘SPECIALISTS 
SPEEDWAY MOTOR 
ENGINEERING SERVICES LTD. 
67/69 ALFRED ROAD, 
LONDON, w2. 

Tol: 01-289 0030 


01-863 6660 


MINI COOPER SPECIALISTS 
Personal Service & Wide Experience combine 
to offer the ultimate in Mini Cooper Servicing 
& Tuning and Competition Preparation. 


Collection & Delivery Service available. 
We use Sun Diagnostic Tuning Equipment. 


| [| This is an advertisement 
| and is not intended 


as a full list. 


x 
Boring. 


for competition requirements. 


(Stourbridge| 
dave smith 


racing engines = 


Phone, write or call for details and price list of our B.D.A. 
and Twin-Cam Engines, 1300cc-2000cc. 
DAVE SMITH ENG. LTD. 
214a Wanstead Park Road, Crawbrook, Ilford, Essex 01-554 6194 
Cosworth and Lotus spares stockists 
Lotus Service Agents 


The super, sporting world of Firenza. 


With Firenza Sport SL you've got a lot And with reclining, contoured front seats, 
going for you. Like a 2300 twin-carb, ohc cross- __ easily read 7-dial instrumentation and easily 
flow engine that produces 150 Ib/ft of torque at __ reached controls you're left sitting comfortably 
3200 revs, gives you 85 mph in third and easily free to enjoy yourself and all that Firenza 
tops the ton, laws of the land permitting. Sport has to offer. 


With performance handling to match too. Firenza Sport SL. Recommended ex-factory 
Thanks to the wide, fat sport radialsall round, __price, including Car Ta 


£1235 (plus VAT). 
ively-located 
anti-roll bars bac 


-link rear suspension and Get the feel of one at your 
ind front. Vv 


More facts and figures. Dual circuit, power assisted braking. Rostyle wheels. 17 
pinion steering. Four he mps. Alternator, 28.7 mpg, touring consumption (Motor, 8th July, 1972). Full s: 
3 ice 365 fi ince. Recommended ex-factory pri including Car 
Firenza $ 1800 from £1139 (plus VAT) 


= 


FA FON acini 


Firenza Sport SL 
-itsajoytodrive! 


Price and specifica 


